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“HAPPY NEW YEAR!” 
Immaculate Conception Mission School, Clarksdale, Miss. 


“HAPPY NEW YEAR!” 
Immaculate Conception Mission School, Clarksdale, Miss. 


YOU DON’T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 


ANNUITY PLAN 


YOU CAN HELP US — 

YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF — 

YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 


Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


INVEST-igate our free booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST" 
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ENROLL BOTH THE LIVING 
AND THE DEAD IN THE 


AUGUSTINE’S 


MESSENGER 


‘“‘THE MAGAZINE WITH A MESSAGE” 
$1.00 a year 


@ Learn what the Catholic Church 
is doing among Negroes. 


Mission Mass League 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP for one — $1.00 
PERPETUAL MEMBERSHIP for one—$10.00 


Members share in the Masses said, the | @ Help the mission cause along 


Address: BAY SAINT LOUIS, Miss. 
We kindly ask subscribers who move 


good works done, the indulgences gained. 


REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


to inform us as soon as possible, send- 
ing us both their new and old addresses. 
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A Catholic magazine, published monthly, Entered as second-class matter January 1, Ss - 

except July and August, at Techny, IIL, 1940, at the post office at Techny, Illinois, = 
p> | by St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint under the Act.of March 3, 1879. Accept- 

Louis, Mississippi. Subscription $1.00 a ance for mailing at special rate of postage 

year. Proceeds are used for the education provided for in section 1103, Act of Oct. 3, 

of colored students for the priesthood. 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


Editor: Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V. D. - 
Editorial Office: St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi : 


Volume XXVIII JANUARY, 1950 Number 1 a 


| Our Little Brown Brother 


BrorHER JEROME, S.V.D. 


Our little brown brother Will you, dear Mother, E: 
Of our same heavenly Mother, Dear Sister and Brother, ‘ 
Is also a brother Help our little brown brother ; 
Of our Lord Jesus Christ. Serve our Lord Jesus Christ? 
This little brown brother, He will thank you forever, ; 
Like many a white brother, This same little brother, a 
! Feels called to be another For your Christian endeavor : 


Like our Lord Jesus Christ. For our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Our little brown brother On earth you may never - 


As poor as another See your little brown brother, 
Asks help of another But in Heaven forever 
Through our Lord Jesus With our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 


Christ. 
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YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF 
YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE 


Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
INVEST-igate our free booklet: 


“HOW TO INVEST" 
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BrorHEeR JEROME, S.V.D. 


Our little brown brother Will you, dear Mother, 
Of our same heavenly Mother, Dear Sister and Brother, 
Is also a brother Help our little brown brother 
Of our Lord Jesus Christ. Serve our Lord Jesus Christ? 
This little brown brother, He will thank you forever, 
Like many a white brother, This same little brothér, 
Feels called to be another ‘or your Christian endeavor 
Like our Lord Jesus Christ. lor our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Our little brown brother On earth you may never 
As poor as another See your little brown brother, 
Asks help of another But in Heaven forever 
Through our Lord Jesus With our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christ. 
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OUR PREP SEMINARIANS 


We are blessed with fifty-four hustlin’ 
and bustlin’ students in our preparatory 
department here at St. Augustine’s 
Seminary in Bay Saint Louis, Miss., 
this year; and we thought that our 
readers might like to get a “peep” at 
them. 

They come from ten different states: 
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Illinois, 
Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Missis- 


sippi, North Carolina and Texas; and 
one student comes from British Hon- 


cduras in Central America. Here they 
are (as they appear in the above pic- 
ture) with their names and home towns: 

BOTTOM ROW (left to right): 
John Moore, Vicksburg, Miss.; Gerald 
Greenhouse, Opelousas, La.; Leon 
Francis, Mobile, Ala.; Paul Mention, 


Savannah, Ga.; Morgan Williams, 
Prichard, Ala.; Leroy Bernard, Crow- 
ley, La.; Krueger Normand, Opelousas, 
La.; Louis Johnwell, Eunice, La.; Eu- 
gene Zachary, Opelousas, La.; Earl 
Boyd, New Orleans, La.; and Father 
Hubert Posjena, S.V.D., Prefect of 
Students. 

2ND ROW : Eugene Alsandor, Ope- 
lousas, La.; Clovice Lewis, Mobile, 
Ala.; Alton Williams, St. Martinville, 
La.; Norman Joseph, New Roads, La.; 
Frederick Fontenot, New Iberia, La.; 
and Lloyd Barbarin, New Orleans, La. 

3RD ROW: Alton Prejean, Opelou- 
sas, La.; Edward Jones, Houston, Tex. ; 
Russell LeMelle, Opelousas, La.; Abel 
Dicks, Port Arthur, Tex.; Joseph Moss, 
Abbeville. La.; Joseph Kerlegon, Hous- 
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ton, Tex.; and John Fruge, Eunice, La. 

4TH ROW: Samuel Dennis,: Chi- 
cago, Ill.; John Reaux, Abbeville, La. ; 
and William Day, Severna Park, Md. 

5TH ROW: John Johnwell, Eunice, 
La.; George Artis, Wilmington, N.C.; 
Raymond Broussard, New Iberia, La. ; 
Leon Bechet, New Orleans, La.; Claude 
Davis, New Orleans, La.; and Anthony 
Dugay, Port Arthur, Tex. 

6TH ROW : David Harper, Phoenix, 
Ariz,; James Mendez, Stann Creek, 


British Honduras, C.A.; Roy Zehner,, 


New Iberia, La.; and Wilbert White, 
3aton Rouge, La. 

7TH ROW: Reynold Schnyder, 
New Orleans, La.; Michael Moody, 
Mobile, Ala.; Overton Jones, New 
Orleans, La.; Edward Adams, Sunset, 
La.; Joseph Noel, Breaux Bridge, La. ; 
and Harry Hill, Houston, Tex. 

8TH ROW: James Barthelemy, 
Happy Jack, La.; Malcolm O’Leary, 
Sulphur Springs, Miss.; Raymond 
Caesar, Eunice, ~La.; Edwin Fiffe, 


Edgard, La.; Henry Ollee, New Iberia, 
La.; and Francis Grant, Flint, Mich. 


TOP ROW: Donald Simon, Natchi- 
toches, La.; Eroy DeJean, Lake 
Charles, La.; Dominic Carmon, Frilot 
Cove, La.; Nathan Lewis, Houston, 
Tex.; Melvin Jones, New Orleans, La.; 
and Joseph Bonner, Washington, N.C. 

When these students complete the 


four-year preparatory course here at 
St: Augustine’s, they will be sent to 
St. Mary’s Novitiate in Techny, IIl., for 
a two-year course as novices of the 
Society of the Divine Word. There are 
at present seven of our students among 
the novices at St. Mary’s (shown in the 
picture below). They are Frater 
Charles Brisco of Opelousas, La. (Ist 
row, second from left); Frater Nolton 
Thomas of Lake Charles, La. (1st row, 
fifth from right); Frater William 
Oliver of New Orleans, La. (2nd row, 
first from left); Frater Fisher Robin- 
son of Abbeville, La. (3rd row, cen- 
ter); Frater Roland Clarke of Wash- 
ington, D. C. (4th row, fifth from 
right) ; Frater Wilbert LeMelle of New 
Iberia, La. (4th row, second from 
right); and Frater Joseph Angle of 
Houston, Tex. (5th row, right). 

Nine other seminarians from St. 
Augustine’s, having finished the novi- 
tiate course at St. Mary’s, are now con- 
tinuing their college studies at St. Paul’s 
Juniorate in Epworth, Iowa. A(fter- 
wards they will return to St. Augus- 
tine’s to join with the other twelve 
major seminarians here in pursuing 
their philosophical and_ theological 
studies as final preparation for their 
goal, the priesthood. 

We ask the prayers of our readers 
for the perseverance of these young 
men in their chosen vocation. 


NOVICES OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD AT ST. MARY’S NOVITIATE 
TECHNY, ILL. 
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OUR PREP SEMINARIANS 


We are blessed with fifty-four hustlin’ 
and bustlin® students in our preparatory 
cepartment here at St. Augustine's 
Seminary in Bay Saint Louis, Miss., 
this vear; and we thought that our 
readers might like to get a “peep” at 
them. 

They come from ten different states: 
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Illinois. 
Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Missis- 
sippi, North Carolina and Texas; and 
one student comes from British Hon- 
curas in Central America. Here they 
are (as they appear in the above pic- 
ture) with their names and home towns: 

BOTTOM ROW (left to right): 
John Moore, Vicksburg, Miss.; Gerald 
Greenhouse, Opelousas, [La.; Leon 
Francis, Mobile, Ala.; Pazl Mention, 
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Savannah, Ga.; Morgan Williams, 
Prichard, Ala.; Leroy Bernard, Crow- 
ley, La.; Krueger Normand, Opelousas, 
La.; Louis Johnwell, Eunice, La.; Eu- 
gene Zachary, ()pelousas, La.; Karl 
Boyd, New Orleans, La.; and Father 
Hubert Posjena, S.V.D., Prefect. of 
Students. 

2ND ROI!’ : Eugene Alsandor, ( )pe- 
lousas. La.; Clovice Lewis, Mobile, 
Ala.; Alton Williams, St. Martinville, 
La.; Norman Joseph, New Roads, La.: 
Frederick Fontenot, New Iberia, La.: 
and Lloyd Barbarin, New Orleans, Ia. 

3RD ROW": Alton Prejean, Opelo- 
sas, La.; Edward Jones, Houston, Tex. : 
Russell LeMelle, Opelousas, La.; Abel 
Dicks, Port Arthur, Tex.; Joseph Moss, 
Abbeville. La.; Joseph Kerlegon, Hous- 
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ton, Tex.; and John Fruge, Eunice, La. 

4TH ROI: Samuel Dennis, Chi- 
cago, Hl.; John Reaux, Abbeville, La.; 
and William Day, Severna Park, Md. 

5TH ROI: John Johnwell, Eunice. 
La.; George Artis, Wilmington, N.C.; 
Raymond Broussard, New Iberia, La. ; 
leon Bechet. New Orleans, La.; Claude 
Davis. New Orleans, La.; and .\nthon, 
Dugay. Port Arthur, Tex. 

6TH ROI! : David Harper, Phoenix, 
Ariz,; James Mendez, Stann Creek, 
British Honduras, C..\.; Roy Zehner, 
New Iberia, La.; and Wilbert White. 


Baton Rouge, la. 


7TH ROW: Reynold Schnyder, 
New Qrleans, la.; Michael Moody, 
Mobile, .\la.;| Overton Jones, New 


()rleans, Ia.; Edward .\dams, Sunset, 
La.; Joseph Noel, Breaux bridge. La.; 
and Harry Hill, Houston, Tex. 


8TH ROW: James Barthelemy. 
Happy Jack, La.; Maleolm (Leary, 
Sulphur Springs, Miss.;)) Raymond 


Caesar, Tunice, La.: Edwin” Iliffe. 
Kdgard, La.; Henry Ollee, New Iberia. 
la.: and Francis Grant, Flint. Mich. 


TOP ROI! : Donald Simon, Natehi- 
toches, La; Eroy DeJean, Lake 
Charles, La.; Dominic Carmon, Frilot 
Cove, La.; Nathan lewis, Houston, 


Tex.; Melvin Jones, New Orleans. La. ; 
and Joseph Bonner, Washington, N.C. 


When 
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studies as final preparation for then 
voal, the priesthood. 

We ask the pravers of our readers 
for the perseverance of these youny 


men in their chosen vocation, 


CLarENcE J. Howarp, S.V.D. 


There is much cause for Catho- 
lics to rejoice over the notable pro- 
gress in the Negro Apostolate here 
in the United States last year. Here 
are some of the highlights: 

Five Negro priests were ordained 
in this country during 1949 — two 
of them secular priests and three 
Divine Word Fathers. Rev. Rol- 
lins E. Lambert was ordained at St. 
Mary of the Lake Seminary, Mun- 
delein, I1l., and is now stationed at 
St. Malachy’s Church in Chicago, 
Ill. Rev. William J. Rodgers was 
ordained at Immaculate Conception 
Seminary, Huntington, Long Island, 
for the Diocese of Brooklyn, N.Y. 
The Revs. Mark Figaro, S.V.D., 
Carlos Lewis, S.V.D., and Curtis 
Washington, S.V.D., were ordained 
at St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss. Father Figaro 
is stationed at Notre Dame Church, 
St. Martinville, La.; Father Lewis 
is pursuing higher studies in Rome; 
and Father Washington has been 
assigned to the Vicariate of Accra, 
Gold Coast, B.W.A. 

Notre Dame Seminary, New Or- 
leans, La., became the first diocesan 
seminary in the deep South to ad- 
mit Negro seminarians; two were 
accepted there as students for the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans at the 
beginning of the present school 
year. Other Catholic seminaries in 


the’ South which accept colored 
seminarians without segregation are: 
New Subiaco Seminary, Subiaco, 
Ark’;"*Our Lady of Gethsemani 
Abbey, Trappist, Ky.; St. Mary’s 
Priory, South Union, Ky.; Holy 


@ Great strides on all fronts 


Progress in the Negro Apostolate in 1949 


Trinity Missionary Cenacle, Silver 
Spring, Md.; St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Baltimore, Md.; St. Joseph’s Sem- 
inary, Washington, D.C.; and St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss. 

The first interracial Benedictine 
monastery in the South was begun 
in Kentucky. Located first at Fancy 
Farm, St. Maur’s Priory has been 
moved to South Union, Ky. 

For the first time colored candi- 
dates were accepted by the Ursuline 
Sisters in Beacon, N.Y., the Domini- 
can Sisters in Amityville, N.Y., the 
Dominican Sisters in Sinsinawa, 
Wis., the Sisters Adorers of the 
Most Precious Blood in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., and the Religious of the So- 
ciety of the Sacred Heart in Al- 
bany, N.Y. The first colored mem- 
ber of the Congregation of the Sis- 
ters of the Divine Saviour, Sister 
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Rev. Carlos Lewis, S.V.D. Ordained at St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss., 
last February, Father Lewis is now in Rome 
pursuing higher theological studies 


SISTERS OF ST. MARY 


(Bottom row, left to right): Postulant Mary Geraldine Verdun, Port Arthur, Tex.; Sister 
Marie Therese, Washington, D. C.; Sister Mary Peter Claver, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Sister Mary 
Martin de Porres, Philadelphia, Pa.; and Postulant Harriett Brown, Kansas City, Mo. (Top, 
left to right) Novices: Sister Mary Cabrini, Sister Mary Jacinta, Sister Corde Marie, and 


Sister Mary Antona. 


Sister Mary Jacinta is the former Miss Gladys Reaux of Delcambre, 


La., who was just received as a novice last June 


Mary de Porres, died a week after 
pronouncing her First Vows. She 


had entered the convent only in 
January of 1949, but due to serious 
illness had been permitted to make 
her profession in May. 


The first three colored novices 
pronounced their temporary vows as 
members of the Sisters of St. Mary 
at St. Mary’s Infirmary, St. Louis, 
Mo., last June. 

Benedictine Heights College in 
Guthrie, Okla., made history last 
summer when it enrolled a group of 
eight colored Sisters of’ the Holy 
Family in its summer _ school 
classes. The Holy Family Sisters 
not only lived on the cam- 
pus during the summer school 
session, but also made the annual re- 
treat together with the Benedictine 
Sisters who conduct the college. 
Other Catholic colleges below the 
Mason-Dixon Line which admit 
Negro students are: Loyola College, 


Baltimore) Md.; Mount St. Mary’s 
College, Emmitsburg, Md.; Cath- 
olic University of America, George- 
town University, Dunbarton College 
and Immaculata Junior College, all 
in Washington, D.C.; and Xavier 
University, New Orleans, La. 

His Excellency, Bishop Edwin 
O’Hara of Kansas City, Mo., closed 
the Jim Crow St. Monica’s High 
School in that city and decreed that 
henceforth Negro pupils may enroll 
in any Catholic high school in that 
city. Over in Washington, D.C., 
Gonzaga High School enrolled its 
first two Negro pupils. 

The white and colored Holy 
Name Societies in New Orleans, La., 
formed a Holy Name Interracial 
Committee consisting of three white 
and three colored members for the 
“mutual exchange of thought and 
action.” Asa result of the activities 
of this Committee it was decided to 
make the scheduled annual public 
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Progress in the Negro Apostolate in 1949 


Crarence J. Howarp, S.V.D. 


@ Great strides on all fronts 


There is much cause for Catho- 
lics to rejoice over the notable pro- 
gress in the Negro Apostolate here 
in the United States last year. Here 
are some of the highlights: 

live Negro priests were ordained 
in this country during 1949 — two 
of them secular priests and three 
Divine Word Fathers. Rev. Rol- 
lins FE. Lambert was ordained at St. 
Mary of the Lake Seminary, Mun- 
delein, Ill., and is now stationed at 
St. Malachy’s Church in Chicago, 
Il]. Rev. William J. Rodgers was 
ordained at Immaculate Conception 
Seminary, Huntington, Long Island, 
for the Diocese of Brooklyn, N.Y. 
The Revs. Mark Figaro, S.V.D., 
Carlos Lewis, S.V.D., and Curtis 
Washington, $.V.D., were ordained 
at St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss. lather Figaro 
is stationed at Notre Dame Church, 
St. Martinville, La.; Father Lewis 
is pursuing higher studies in Rome; 
and I‘ather Washington has been 
assigned to the Vicariate of Accra, 
Gold Coast, B.W.A. 

Notre Dame Seminary, New Or- 
leans, La., became the first diocesan 
seminary in the deep South to ad- 
mit Negro seminarians; two were 
accepted there as students for the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans at the 
beginning of the present school 
year. Other Catholic seminaries in 
the South which accept colored 
seminarians without segregation are: 
New Subiaco Seminary, Subiaco, 
Ark.; Our Lady of Gethsemani 
Abbey, Trappist, Ky.; St. Mary’s 
Priory, South Union, Ky.; Holy 
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Trinity Missionary Cenacle, Silver 
Spring, Md.; Mary’s Seminary, 
Baltimore, Md.; Joseph’s Sem- 
inary, Washington, D.C.; and St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss. 

The first interracial Benedictine 
monastery in the South was begun 
in Kentucky. Located first at Fancy 
arm, St. Maur’s Priory has been 
moved to South Union, Ky. 

lor the first time colored candi- 
dates were accepted by the Ursuline 
Sisters in Beacon, N.Y., the Domini- 
can Sisters in Amityville, N.Y., the 
Dominican Sisters in Sinsinawa, 
Wis., the Sisters Adorers of the 
Most Precious Blood in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., and the Religious of the So- 
ciety of the Sacred Heart in Al- 
bany, N.Y. The first colored mem- 
ber of the Congregation of the Sis- 
ters of the Divine Saviour, Sister 
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last February, Father Lewis is now in Rome 
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(Bottom row, left to right): Postulant Mary Geraldine Verdun, Port Arthur, Tex.; Sister 
Marie Therese, Washington, D. C.; Sister Mary Peter Claver, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Sister Mary 
Martin de Porres, Philadelphia, Pa.; and Postulant Harriett Brown, Kansas City, Mo. (Top, 
left to right) Novices: Sister Mary Cabrini, Sister Mary Jacinta, Sister Corde Marie, and 
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Mary de Porres, died a week after 
pronouncing her First Vows. She 
had entered the convent only in 
January of 1949, but due to serious 
Iness had been permitted to make 
her profession in May. 

The first three 
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members of the Sisters of St. Mary 
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Benedictine Heights College in 
Guthrie, Okla., made history last 
summer when it enrolled a group of 
eight colored Sisters of the Holy 
Family in its summer — school 
The Holy Family Sisters 
not only lived on the cam- 
pus during the summer 
session, but also made the annual re- 
treat together with the Benedictine 
Sisters who conduct the college. 
Other Catholic colleges below the 
Mason-Dixon Line which admit 
Negro students are: Loyola College, 
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Baltimore, Md.; Mount St. Mary’s 
College, Emmitsburg, Md.; Cath 
olic University of America, George 
town University, Dunbarton College 
and Immaculata Junior College, all 
in Washington, D.C.; and Xavier 
University, New Orleans, La. 

His Excellency, Bishop Edwin 
O’Hara of Kansas City, Mo., closed 
the Jim Crow St. Monica’s High 
School in that city and decreed that 


henceforth Negro pupils may enroll 
in any Catholic high school tn that 


city. Over in Washington, D.C., 
Gonzaga High School enrolled its 
first two Negro pupils. 

The white and Holy 
Name Societies in New Orleans, La., 
formed a Holy Name _ Interracial 
Committee consisting of three white 
and three colored members for the 
“mutual exchange of thought and 
action.” Asa result of the activities 
of this Committee it was decided to 
make the scheduled annual public 


colored 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Holy Hour in the City Park Sta- 
dium an interracial religious service, 
with both colored and white Holy 
Name men taking an equal part in 
the procession. The park commis- 
sioners refused to allow this, and the 
Archbishop of New Orleans — the 
Most Rev.» Joseph F: Rummel, 
S.T.D. — ‘earned the praise and 
gratitude of both Catholic and non- 
Catholic Negroes alike by cancelling 
the Holy Hour rather than be 
forced to hold segregated religious 
services. 

For the first time in Arkansas his- 
tory Negro delegates were invited 
to and presented at a Sodality Rally 
in Fort Smith, Ark. 

Two Negro Catholics, Miss 
Eleanor Figaro of Lake Charles, 
La., and Mr. Victor Labat of New 
Orleans, La., were specially honored 
by His Holiness Pope Pius XII last 
year. They received the papal me- 
dal Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice for out- 
standingservice to the Church, mark- 
ing the first time that this honor was 


bestowed on American Negroes: 


The 1949 James J. Hoey Awards 
for Interracial Justice, given annual- 
ly to one white and one Negro 
leader in the field of race relations, - 
were presented by Archbishop Pat- 
rick O’Boyle of Washington to Dr. 
John J. O’Connor, writer, educator, 
and secretary of the Catholic Inter- 
racial Council of Washington, D.C., 
and to Mr. M.C. Clark, prominent 
Catholic Negro layman and presi- 
dent of the Dunbar Life Insurance 
Company of Cleveland, Ohio. 


James T. Harris, honor graduate 
of LaSalle College of Philadelphia, 
Pa., became the first Negro ever 
appointed as senior secretary to the 
International Student Service in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Ollie Mat- 
son, Negro fullback on the football 
team of the University of San Fran- 
cisco, was named as a back on the 
All-Catholic All-American Football 
Team of 1949. 


As far as the physical expansion of 


Negro Mission work is concerned, 
1949 set a fast pace: 


The Josephite Fathers built St. 
Michael’s Church and opened a new 
grade school in Daphne, Ala.; they 
erected Sacred Heart Church in Port 
Arthur, Tex.; St. Augustine’s 
Church in Klotzville, La.; St. 
Catherine’s Church in Arnaudville, 
La.; St. Philip’s Mission Chapel in 
New Orleans, La.; St. Lucy’s Grade 
and High School in Houma, La.; 
and Immaculata High School in 
Birmingham, Ala. 

The Holy Ghost Fathers opened 
the new St. Joseph’s Mission in Bun- 
kie, La., and built Holy Ghost 
Church in Opelousas, La., Our 
Lady of Sorrows Church in Moreau- 
ville, La., St. Ann’s Church in Fri- 
lot Cove, La., St. Gabriel’s School 
in Hot Springs, Ark., and began 
building a church at Prairie Laurent, 
La. 


The Divine Word Fathers opened 
the new Rosary Mission in Hatties- 


burg, Miss., and the new St. 
Gabriel’s Mission in Mound Bayou, 
Miss. They added four classrooms 
to Blessed. Martin’s School in Da- 
vant, La., and began a high school 
course; they built St. Anselm’s 
High School in Chicago, Ill., and 
a gymnasium-auditorium at Holy 
Rosary Institute in Lafayette, La. 

The Missionary Servants of the 
Most Holy Trinity built St. Joa- 
chim’s Church near Carthage, Miss., 
and opened a school there; they built 
Holy Child Jesus’ School in Canton, 
Miss., erected a new high school 
building and gymnasium at Sacred 
Heart Mission in Sulphur Springs, 
Miss., and opened a new school in 
St. Elizabeth’s Mission, Ofahoma, 
Miss. 


Diocesan priests built St. Monica’s 
Church in Atlantic City, N.J., Our 


ST. MARY’S CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
Fairfield, Ala. 


Lady of Fatima Mission Church in 
Kankakee, IlI., and Uganda Mar- 
tyrs’ Church in El Dorado, Ark.; 
opened St. Peter Claver Catechetical 
Center in Middletown, Ohio, and 
began the erection of a new boys’ 
home and school near Montgomery, 
Ala., to be dedicated to Our Lady of 
Fatima. 

The Precious Blood Fathers 
opened a mission in Kenbridge, Va.; 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Fathers built the new Uganda Mar- 
tyrs’ Church in Fort Worth, Tex.; 
the Fathers of the Society of African 
Missions erected St. Benedict the 
Moor Church in Savannah, Ga.; the 
Sacred Heart Fathers began St. 
Mary’s Mission in Holly Springs, 
Miss., and opened a school there. 

The Franciscan Fathers built St. 
Anthony’s Recreational Center in 
Greenville, S.C.; the Franciscan 
Conventual Fathers built St. Fran- 
cis’ Church and School in Bessemer, 
Ala., and the Oblate Fathers rebuilt 
Queen of Peace School, Lakeland, 
Ga., which had been destroyed by 
fire. 

The Jesuit Fathers built the new 
St. Peter Claver High School in 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Holy Hour in the City Park Sta- 
dium an interracial religious service, 
with both colored and white Holy 
Name men taking an equal part in 
the procession. The park commis- 
stoners refused to allow this, and the 
Archbishop of New Orleans — the 
Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel, 
S.U.D. — earned the praise and 
gratitude of both Catholic and non- 
Catholic Negroes alike by cancelling 
the Holy Hour rather than be 
forced to hold segregated religious 
services. 

lor the first time in Arkansas his- 
Cory Negro delegates were invited 
to and presented at a Sodality Rally 
in Fort Smith, Ark. 

Two Negro Catholics, Miss 


Eleanor Figaro of Lake Charles, 


La., and Mr. Victor Labat of New 
Orleans, La., were specially honored 
by His Holiness Pope Pius XII last 
year. They received the papal me- 
dal Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice for out- 
standingservice to the C hurch, mark- 
ing the first time that this honor was 
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bestowed on American Negroes. 


The 1949 James J. Hoey Awards 
for Interracial Justice, given annual- 
lyto one white and one Negro 
leader in the field of race relations, 
were presented by Archbishop Pat- 
rick O’Boyle of Washington to Dr. 
John J. O’Connor, writer, educator, 
and secretary of the Catholic Inter- 
racial Council of Washington, D.C., 
and to Mr. M.C. Clark, prominent 
Catholic Negro layman and _presi- 
dent of the Dunbar Life Insurance 
Company of Cleveland, Ohio. 


James T. Harris, honor graduate 
of LaSalle College of Philadelphia, 
Pa., became the first Negro ever 
appointed as senior secretary to the 
International Student Service in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Ollie Mat- 
son, Negro fullback on the football 
team of the University of San Fran- 
cisco, Was named as a back on the 
All-Catholic All-American Football 
Team of 1949, 


As far as the physical expansion of 
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Negro Mission work is concerned, 
1949 set a fast pace: 

The Josephite Fathers built St. 
Michael’s Church and opened a new 
grade school in Daphne, Ala.; they 
erected Sacred Heart Church in Port 
Arthur, Tex.; St. Augustine’s 
Church in’ Klotzville, La.; St. 
Catherine’s Church in Arnaudville, 
La.; St. Philip’s Mission Chapel in 
New Orleans, La.; St. Lucy’s Grade 
and High School in Houma, La.,; 
and Immaculata High School in 
Birmingham, Ala. 

The “Holy Ghost Fathers opened 
the new St. Joseph’ s Mission in Bun- 
kie, La., and built Holy Ghost 
Church in) Opelousas, La., Our 
Lady of es Church in NA wes iu- 
ville, La., Ann’s Church in Fri- 
lot Cove, a St. Gabriel’s School 
in Hot Springs, Ark., and began 
building a church at Prairie Laurent, 
La. 

The Divine Word Fathers opened 
the new Rosary Mission in Hatttes- 
burg, Mliss., and the new St. 
Gabriel’s Mission in Mound Bayou, 
Miss. They added four classrooms 
to Blessed Martin’s School in Da- 
vant, La., and began a high school 
course; they built St. Anselm’s 
High School in Chicago, Ill., and 
a gymnasium-auditorium at Holy 
Rosary Institute in Lafayette, La. 

The Missionary Servants of the 
Most Holy Trinity built St. Joa- 
chim’s Church near Carthage, Miss., 
and opened a school there; they built 
Holy Child Jesus Schoo] in Canton, 
Miss., erected a new high school 
building and gymnasium at Sacred 
Heart Mission. in Sulphur Springs, 
Miss., and opened a new school in 
St. Elizabeth’s Mission, Ofahoma, 
Miss. 

Diocesan priests built St. Monica’s 
Church in Atlantic City, N.J., Our 


ST. MARY’S CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
Fairfield, Ala. 


Lady of latima Mission Church in 
Kankakee, Ill., and Uganda Mar 
tvrs’ Church in Kl Dorado, Ark.; 
opened St. Peter Claver Catechetical 
Center in) Middletown, Ohio, and 
began the erection of a new boys’ 
home and school near Montgomery, 
Ala., to be dedicated to Our Lady of 
l’atima. 

The Precious Blood — lathers 
opened a mission in Kenbridge, Va.; 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
fathers built the new Uganda Mar 
tyrs’ Church Fort Worth, Tex.; 
the Fathers of the Society of African 
Missions erected St. Benedict the 
Moor Church in Savannah, Ga.; the 
Sacred Heart -Iathers began St. 
Mary’s Mission in Holly Springs, 
Miss., and opened a school there. 

The Franciscan Fathers built St. 
Anthony’s Recreational Center in 
Greenville, S.C.; the lranciscan 
Conventual Fathers built St. /ran- 
cis’ Church and School] in Bessemer, 
Ala., and the Oblate Fathers rebuilt 
Queen of Peace School, Lakeland, 
Ga., which had been destroyed by 
fire. 

The Jesuit Fathers built the new 
St. Peter Claver High School in 

(Continued on page 21) 


“For the Church 
and the 
Pontiff’ 


@ Second Negro Layman 
@ Honored by Pope 


On Sunday, December 18, 1949, in 
St. Louis Cathedral, New Orleans, La., 
Professor Victor Labat, Director of the 
Department of Industrial Arts Educa- 
tion at Xavier University, knelt before 
the Archbishop of New Orleans, the 


Most Reverend Joseph Francis Rum- . 


mel, S.T.D., to receive from His Ex- 
cellency the papal medal Pro Ecclesia 
at Pontifice — “For the Church and 
the Pontiff.” 


This marked the second time that 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, has con- 
ferred this honor on an American Ne- 
gro. Last February 20th Miss Eleanor 
Figaro, organist of the Sacred Heart 
Church, Lake Charles, La., and teacher 
in the parochial school, was given this 
high papal award at the hands of Bishop 
Jules B. Jeanmard of Lafayette. 


Mr. Labat was born of Catholic par- 
ents in Bay St. Louis, Miss., March 
24, 1904. His parents had eleven chil- 
dren, and saw to it that all of them re- 
ceived a good education. Victor Labat 
attended St. Rose de Lima School in 
Bay St. Louis, Miss., for his early 
training, then took his high school 
course at Xavier Prep in New Orleans, 
La. In 1928 the young Labat received 
a Certificate in Industrial Arts from 
Miner Normal College in Washington, 
D.C., and by 1933 he had earned his 
A.B. from Xavier University in New 
Orleans. A few years ago the degree 
of Master of Arts in Industrial Educa- 
tion was conferred on him by Ohio 
State University. 

Mr. Labat has been engaged in teach- 
ing, first at Xavier Prep and later at 


MR. VICTOR LABAT 


Xavier University, for the past twenty 
years. He was-and is the first head of 
the Industrial Arts Department at the 
university. 

Mr. Labat is a member of Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in New Orleans. He 
is president of the St. Vincent De Paul 
Society and is an active member of the 
Holy Name Society and the Knights of 
Peter Claver. He has served for a 
long time on the Executive Board of 
the Xavier University Alumni Associa- 
tion, and is a valued member of the 
Commission on Human Welfare of the 
Catholic Committee of the South. 


Mr. Labat is married and has three 
children, all boys: Victor, Jr., 17, who 
is a senior in Xavier High School; 
Joseph, 12, a _ seventh-grader, and 
Michael, 8, a third-grader, both of 
whom attend Blessed Sacrament Paro- 
chial School. 


We congratulate Mr. Victor Labat 
on the reception of this high papal honor 
which reflects credit on the Negro Race 
in general and on Negro Catholics in 
particular. : ' 


LOOKING AT THE SOUTH 


AntHony Bources, S.V.D. 


@ A promise of better things to come 


A recently established organiza- 
tion that is doing good work in the 
field of race relations is the Louisiana 
Regional Interracial Commission, 
This group, which held its first 
meeting in September 1948, is com- 
posed of students from the five 
Catholic institutions of higher learn- 
ing in Louisiana: Dominican Col- 
lege, Ursuline College, Loyola Uni- 
versity and Xavier University, all in 
New Orleans, and Sacred Heart 
College in Grand Coteau. These 
young people have set for them- 
selves the goal of clearing prejudice 
from open minds and of promoting 
better interracial understanding in 
their communities. Knowing that 
prejudice and discrimination feed on 
ignorance and lack of knowledge of 
the person hated, they have monthly 
meetings for the purpose of mutual 
encouragement, discussion of ideals, 
progress and plans for the further- 
ance of their aim. For, as their offi- 
cial organ, The Christian Conscience, 
said in its November 1948 issue: 
“Persons who have the most fre- 
quent friendly contact with any 
particular racial or religious group 
have the least prejudice against that 
group.” 

The student members of the 
Louisiana Regional Interracial Com- 
mission have, by their interracial 
activity, made a great advance for 
racial justice in our beloved South- 
land. They are the Catholic fathers 
and mothers of the future. They 
are the priests and nuns of the fu- 
ture. They are now fitting them- 
selves so to influence their milieu as 


to bring about the eventual triumph 
of the Church in this country. And 
there will be neither colored nor 
white, neither slave nor free, but 
all will be one in Christ Jesus. 


This student organization meets 
every month in a different college. 
They conduct oratorical contests on 
the spiritual harm of prejudice. 
They promoted, on! last March 13th, 
an Interracial Day at Ursuline 
College in New Orleans. There 
was Holy Mass, at which the stu- 
dents from the different colleges 
attended and received Communion 
together, followed by a Communion 
breakfast together. There followed 
a meeting in the auditorium with 
prepared talks, which prompted 
many questions from the floor. The 
Archbishop of New Orleans, Most 
Reverend Francis Joseph Rummel, 
S.T.D., attended the main session. 
Addressing the 400 people in the 
auditorium he said: “You have 
started a tradition which I hope you 
keep up.” This first New Orleans 
Catholic Interracial Day ended with 
Benediction of the Blessed Sac- 
rament. 

Near Covington, Louisiana, is 
situated St. Benedict’s Preparatory 
Seminary. It trains southern white 
boys for the southern dioceses of 
New Orleans, Lafayette, Alexandria 
and Natchez. Last year one of our 
colored Fathers from Lafayette was 
invited to address them about the 
Apostolate among the Negroes. 
And for this year they have invited 
another colored Father, this time 
from St. Martinville, Louisiana, to 
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“For the Church 
and the 
Pontiff’ 


@ Second Negro Layman 
@ Honored by Pope 


Qin Sunday, December 18, 1949, in 

Louis Cathedral, New Orleans, La., 
Professor Victor Labat, Director of the 
Department of Industrial .\rts Educa- 
tion at Navier University, knelt before 
the Archbishop of New Orleans, the 
Most Reverend Joseph Francis Rum- 
mel, $.T.D.. to receive from His Ex- 
cellency the papal medal Pro Ecclesia 
at’ Pontifice “For the Church and 
the Pontiff.” 

This marked the second time that 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, has con- 
ferred this honor on an American Ne- 
gro, Last February 20th Miss Eleanor 
Figaro, organist of the Sacred Heart 
Church, Lake Charles, La., and teacher 
in the parochial school, was given this 
high papal award at the hands of Bishop 
Jules B. Jeanmard of Lafayette. 

Mr. Labat was born of Catholic par- 
ents in Bay St. Louis, Miss., March 

1904. His parents had eleven chil- 
dren, and saw to it that all of them re- 
ceived a good education. Victor Labat 
attended St. Rose de Lima School in 
Bay St. Louis, Miss., for his early 
training, then took his high school 
course at Navier Prep in New Orleans, 
La. In 1928 the voung Labat received 
a Certificate in Industrial Arts from 
Miner Normal College in Washington, 
D.C., and by 1933 he had earned his 
A.B. from Xavier University in New 
Orleans. A few years ago the degree 
of Master of Arts in Industrial Educa- 
tion was conferred on him by Ohio 
State University. 

Mr. Labat has been engaged in teach- 
ing, first at Navier Prep and later at 
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MR. VICTOR LABAT 


Navier University, for the past twenty 
years. He was and is the first head of 
the Industrial Arts Department at the 
university. 

Mr. Labat is a member of Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in New Orleans. He 
is president of the St. Vincent De Paul 
Society and is an active member of the 
Holy Name Society and the Knights of 
Peter Claver. He has served for a 
long time on the Executive Board of 
the Xavier University Alumni Associa- 
tion, and is a valued member of the 
Commission on Human Welfare of the 
Catholic Committee of the South, 

Mr. Labat is married and has three 
children, all boys: Victor, Jr., 17, who 
is a senior in Xavier High School; 
Joseph, 12, a seventh-grader, and 
Michael, 8, a third-grader, both of 
whom attend Blessed Sacrament Paro- 
chial School. 

We congratulate Mr. Victor Labat 
on the reception of this high papal honor 
which reflects credit on the Negro Race 
in general and on Negro Catholics in 
particular. 
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LOOKING AT THE SOUTH 


Anruony Bources, S.V.D. 


@ A promise of better things to come 


A recently established organiza- 
tion that is doing good work in the 
field of race relations is the Louisiana 
Regional Interracial Commission. 
This group, which held its first 
meeting in September 1948, 1s com- 
posed of students from the five 
Catholic institutions of higher learn- 
ing in Louisiana: Dominican Col- 
lege, Ursuline College, Loyola Uni- 
versity and Xavier University, all in 
New Orleans, and Sacred Heart 
College in Grand Coteau. These 
voung people have set for them- 
selves the goal of clearing prejudice 
from open minds and of promoting 
better interracial understanding in 
their communities. Knowing that 
prejudice and discrimination feed on 
ignorance and lack of knowledge of 
the person hated, they have monthly 
meetings for the purpose of mutual 
encouragement, discussion of ideals, 
progress and plans for the further- 
ance of their aim. Tor, as their off- 
cial organ, The Christian Conscience, 
said in its November 1948. issue: 
“Persons who have the most fre- 
quent friendly contact with any 
particular racial or religious group 
have the Jeast prejudice against that 
group.” 

The student members of the 
Louisiana Regional Interracial Com- 
mission have, by their interracial 
activity, made a great advance for 
racial justice in our beloved South- 
land. They are the Catholic fathers 
and mothers of the future. They 
are the priests and nuns of the fu- 
ture. They are now fitting them- 
selves so to influence their milieu as 


to bring about the eventual triumph 
of the Church in this country. And 
there will be neither colored nor 
white, neither slave nor free, but 
all will be one in Christ Jesus. 

This student organization meets 
every month in a different college. 
They conduct oratorical contests on 
the spiritual harm of prejudice. 
They promoted, on last March | 3th, 
an Interracial Day at Ursuline 
College in New Orleans. There 
was Holy Mass, at which the stu- 
dents from the different colleges 
attended and received Communion 
together, followed by a Communion 
breakfast together. There followed 
a meeting in the auditorium with 
prepared talks, which prompted 
many questions from the floor. The 
Archbishop of New Orleans, Most 
Reverend Irancis Joseph Rummel, 
S.T.D., attended the main session. 
Addressing the 400 people in the 
auditorium he said: “You have 
started a tradition which I hope you 
keep up.” This first New Orleans 
Catholic Interracial Day ended with 
Benediction of the Blessed  Sac- 
rament. 

Near Covington, Loutstana, ts 
situated St. Benedict’s Preparatory 
Seminary. It trains southern white 
boys for the southern dioceses of 
New Orleans, Lafayette, Alexandria 
and Natchez. Last year one of our 
colored Fathers from Lafayette was 
invited to address them about the 
Apostolate among the 
And for this year they have invited 
another colored lather, this time 
from St. Martinville, Louisiana, to 


Negroes. 
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speak to them. This is a tradition 
they started several years ago. And 
the Father who went from Lafayette 
told me how keenly and sincerely 
interested they were in the work of 
the colored apostolate. Many of 
these same young men of the deep 
South will be ordained priests and 
will labor also in the deep South. 
Surely they will be sympathetic to 
the work and will be interested in 
bringing also Negroes into the one 
true Fold. 

Not infrequently we colored 
priests, who help care for the colored 
patients in the local Charity Hosp1- 
tal in Lafayette, La., are asked also 
to minister to the white patients. 


And no doubt you have read that 
in Subiaco, Arkansas, the Bene- 
dictines have opened their monastery 
to colored students for the Brother- 
hood and for the priesthood. And 
in South Union, Kentucky, two Ne- 
gro and two white members of the 
Benedictine Order from St. John’s 
Abbey in Collegeville, Minn., have 
begun the foundation of the first 
interracial monastery initiated by the 
Order in the U.S. The interracial 
monastery is being established as a 
practical example of race-problem 
amelioration, Abbot Alcuin Deutsch, 
O.S.B., of St. John’s Abbey pointed 
out. “In view of the situation in 
the United States,” he declared, “the 
foundation in Kentucky is intended 
not only as a means to bring the 
teaching of the Church to the Ne- 
groes, but also as a means of rap- 
prochement between the races in the 
spirit of the Gospel.” 

All over the United States, all the 
Negro papers joyously hailed the 
Christlike action of Archbishop Rit- 
ter in throwing open the doors of 
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the Catholic schools of St. Louis to 
Negroes. 

There is surely progress being 
made in the South as regards the ex- 
emplifying of the principles of . 
Christ to Negroes. However, there 
should be and can be greater pro- 
gress. In New Orleans, for ex- 
ample, there are 160,000 Negroes. 
Yet there is not one bed available 
in any Catholic hospital there for 
them. And it is a known fact that 
to send Catholics, especially expect- 
ant mothers, to non-Catholic hos- 
pitals exposes them to unsocial and 
unchristian practices. There is no 
law in Louisiana to exclude Negroes 
from hospitals. 


Also we know of no Catholic 
nursing school in the South open to 
colored students, whereas the Bap- 
tist Hospital in Jackson, Mississippi, 
admits colored student nurses into 
its classes. 


We Catholics spend millions on 
our schools to give our children the 
Catholic teaching because we are 
convinced they need it to save their 
souls and to be-our future Catholic 
leaders. And in our Catholic insti- 
tutions we admit non-Catholics and 
non-Americans with the hope that 
while learning. our Holy Faith they 
may eventually join the Church. It 
is as Father Claude Heithaus, S.]J., 
said, addressing the students of St. 
Louis University: “St. Louis Uni- 
versity admits Protestants and Jews, 
Mormons and Mohammedans, 
Buddhists and Brahmins, pagans 
and atheists without even looking at 
at their complexions. Do you want 
us to slam our doors in the face of 
Catholics, because their complexion 
happens to be brown or black?” 

To refuse admittance to worthy 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Negro students, especially Catholic 
ones, is surely not Christian, and 
much less Catholic. We Catholics 
have the pearl of great price, the 
true Faith, and Christ desires, nay 
commands all to be instructed in it 
and become His disciples. 


There is a project recently started 
at St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, 
Indiana. The -~student body has 
established a scholarship, each stu- 
dent contributing a penny a day, for 
all the expenses of a Negro girl 
at St. Mary’s College. Comment- 
ing on this practical act of char- 
ity, the editor of Sr. Avucus- 
TINE’s MeEsseNGER in the April 
1949 issue says: “And I believe 
that here in our beloved South- 
land there are many fine -Catholic 
youngsters, still unspoiled by adult 
prejudice and discrimination, who 
would do the very same thing if they 
were shown the way, or what is worse, 
if they were not held back. They 
are limited to arms-length (if any) 
charity toward the Negro, even to- 
ward their Negro fellow-Catholics. 
And all the while their common 
sense and their Catholic Faith speak 
to them of the foolishness of preju- 
dice, of unchristian customs, and of 
human respect.” 


“The Harvest is great, but the 
laborers are few. Pray ye the Lord of 
the Harvest to send many laborers 
into His Fields” (Matt. 9:37). 
You who are reading this are invited 
by Christ to be among His laborers 
to harvest the souls of ‘Negroes satu- 
rated with the Blood of Christ. You 
can, for example, pray a Hail Mary 
daily to our Blessed Mother for the 
conversion of the Negro. You can 
in your family circle and amidst your 
friends say a kind word about the 


plight of the Negro, who-is the last 
to be hired and the first to be fired. 
In your family circle and amidst 
your friends you can now and then 
state that there are so few Negro 
Catholics because many of our Cath- 
olic’ colleges, universities, high 
schools and grammar schools are 
closed to them. 

In conclusion I do not think I can 
quote more pointed words than those 
of our present Holy Father, who 
said: ‘We confess that we feel a 
special paternal affection, which is 
certainly inspired of heaven, for the 
Negro people dwelling among you, 
for in the field of religion and edu- 
cation we know that they need spe- 
cial care and comfort and are very 
deserving of it. We therefore in- 
voke an abundance of heavenly 
blessing and we pray fruitful 
success for those whose generous zeal 
is devoted to their welfare.” 
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@ Inadequate Pensioning 
© FORGETFULNESS! 


DISABLED AMERICAN VETERAN 


Prize winning cartoon in Disabled American 
Veterans — the DAV — annual newspaper 
cartoon award graphically embodies the spir- 
itual appeal for assistance for disabled vet- 
erans. Marvin Zuckerman of the Cumber- 
land, Md., Times is the award winning 
cartoonist 


OUR NEW RECTOR 
Very Rev. Lawrence Walsh, S.V.D. 


Installation 


“Rejoice and be glad, for at last 
we have a Rector!” briefly sums up the 
sentiment of the community (and espe- 
cially Father Clarence Howard, who had 
been Acting Rector since July 20), at 
the installation of our new Rector, Very 
Rev. Father Lawrence Walsh, S.V. D. 
Father Walsh was received by the com- 
munity on October 25 — in the main 
chapel where, with a true paternal heart, 
he expressed his joy and gratitude at 
being chosen as father of our house. 
Following the heart-warming reception 
there was a family banquet. The in- 
stallation was brought to a perfect close 
with music by St. Rose de Lima School 
Band under the direction of Father 
Conrad Kinder. 


Sports 


The Fraters really made history 
on the ball diamond in a three-game se- 
ries with the De Lisle’ Sluggers. The 


series ended with each team winning 
one, losing one and tying one. ... 
well ‘that ends well. 


All’s 
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Family Feast saw the Fraters again 
“chopping at the pill.” This time it 
was against the Students. A mighty 
ball game was that game: Students 14 
— Fraters 12.... Confident because 
of wins of previous years, the Students 
accepted the Fraters’ challenge to a 
basketball game scheduled for October 
25, Installation Day. The Fraters, who 
in previous games usually trailed by 
20 points at the last whistle, amazed all 
(and scared the Students) with a 26- 
27 loss — just as good as a win for 
them.... The annual Pine Bowl Foot- 
ball Game will not be played this year. 
The Fraters accepted the Students’ re- 
turn basketball challenge instead. 


Visiting and Departing 


Rrrrrrrrrrr — _ scrreeeeeeech! 
Whew! That was a speed record. 
From Meridian to Bay St. Louis — 
70 m.p.h., all the way! It seemed that 
no sooner had we received their phone 
call from Meridian, Miss., than we were 
at the entrance welcoming two of our 
young missionaries, Fathers William 
Popp and Norbert Shadeg, en route 
from Techny, Ill., to the Island of 
Flores, Dutch East Indies, via the Bay. 
The Highway from Techny to Bay St. 
Louis was still hot from the driving of 
Fathers Popp and Shadeg when Father 
Joseph Flaska, S.V.D., another mis- 
sionary headed for the Orient, and 
Brother Ambrose, S.V. D., pulled up on 
the grass in front of Father Provincial’s 
office. They also had broken a speed 
record. They were cordially met with 
a “Get off the grass!” and the tradi- 
tional Southern hospitality. Then 
zooooommm ! Rey. Father Curtis Wash- 
ington winged his way in from Chicago, 
ready to “get on that ship” for the Gold 
Coast of Africa. 


St. Augustine’s Semi 
Conducted by th 


thanks we like to express publicly our 
sincere appreciation for all that you, 
dear readers, have done for us, God 
love you always. 

The scheduled basketball game be- 
tween the Fraters and Students was 
really a record breaker. The fast break- 
ing Fraters’ quintet led the Students’ 


Saint Louis, Mississippi 


f the Divine Word 
aspirants to the 
otherhood 


Under the guidance of Mary, Star of 
the Sea, all these missionaries are now 
sailing for their respective mission fields. 


Brothers’ Day 


The “rosy-fingered dawn” of 
November lst came as a bouquet of 
roses for several of our Brothers, For 
them it meant their birthday in the re- 
ligious life and a public surrender of 
their lives to God. Brother Stephen 
had the privilege of giving himself up 
to God for life by pronouncing his per- 
petual vows. Renewing their vows were 
Brothers Alphonse, James and Francis. 
Brother Novice Gerard pronounced his 
vows for the first time, thereby becom- 
ing a full-fledged member of the Society 
of the Divine Word. Postulant Ray- 
mond Williams solemnly received the 
habit of a Brother novice and will be 
known hereafter as Brother Gregory. 
God bless these Brothers and keep them 
in His Love. 


Amateur Night 


“Came one, came all” to the stu- 
dents’ annual Amateur Night grogram. 
Solos, duets, trios, quartets, comedy and 
tragedy (when one of the students for- 
got his lines) all went to make the eve- 
ning a very pleasant one. 

Movies of worth which delighted the 
students were the “Corsican Brothers” 
and “The World Series of 1948.” 


Thanksgiving 


In the true spirit of Thanksgiv- 
ing we began the holiday with a Holy 
Mass of gratitude to the “Giver of all 
gifts.” Here at the Seminary, we have 
so much to be grateful for that we have 
to make every day a Thanksgiving Day. 
However, on this one special day of 
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basketeers for three thrilling quarters 
by a neat margin of about 6 points. 
Toward the end of the fourth quarter, 
however, the wise change to a man-to- 
man defense and constant substitution 
on the part of the Students wore out 
the already exhausted Fraters. The 
final score was 44-37 in favor of the 
Students. 

In the evenine the community en- 
joyed a technicolor classic, “Hills of 
Home,” starring Lassie. 

Night prayers of thanks fittingly con- 
cluded the enjoyable day. 
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HAPPY EVENT 
On November rst, Brother Stephen Dorsey, 
S.V.D., (left) of Washington, D.C., pro- 
nounced his Perpetual Vows, while Brother 
Gerard Griffin, S.V.D., (center) of Baton 
Rouge, La., made his First Profession. Brother 
Gregory Williams of New Orleans, La., was 
received into the Novitiate on the same day 
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OUR NEW RECTOR 
Very Rev. Lawrence Walsh, S.V.D. 


Installation 

“Rejoice and be glad. for at last 
we have a Rector!” briefly sums up the 
sentiment of the community (and espe- 
cially Father Clarence Howard, who had 
heen Acting Rector since July 20), at 
the installation of our new Rector, Very 
Rev. Father Lawrence Walsh, S.V. D. 
lather Walsh was received by the com- 
munity on October 25 in the main 
chapel where, with a true paternal heart, 
he expressed his joy and gratitude at 
heing chosen as father of our house. 
Following the heart-warming reception 
there was a family banquet. The in- 
stallation was brought to a perfect close 
with music by St. Rose de Lima School 
Band Father 


under the direction of 


Conrad Kinder. 


Sports 


The Fraters really made history 
on the ball diamond in a three-game se- 
ries with the De Lisle Sluggers. The 
series ended with each team winning 
one, losing one and tying one.... All’s 
well that ends well. 
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a “Get off the grass!" and the tradi- 
tional Southern hospitality. Then 
zooooommm ! Rey, Father Curtis Wash- 
ington winged his way in from Chicago, 
ready to “get on that ship” for the Gold 
Coast of Africa. 
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God bless these Brothers and keep them 
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“Came one, came all” to the stu- 
dents’ annual Amateur Night grogram. 
Solos, duets, trios, quartets, comedy and 
tragedy (when one of the students for- 
got his lines) all went to make the eve- 
ning a very pleasant one. 

Movies of worth which delighted the 
students were the “Corsican Brothers” 
and “The World Series of 1948." 


Thanksgiving 


In the true spirit of Thanksgiv- 
ing we began the holiday with a Holy 
Mass of gratitude to the “Giver of all 
gifts.” Here at the Seminary, we have 
so much to be grateful for that we have 
to make every day a Thanksgiving Day. 
However, on this one special day of 


thanks we like to express publicly our 
sincere appreciation for all that you, 
dear readers, have done for us. God 
love you always. 

The scheduled basketball game 
tween the Fraters and Students was 
really a record breaker. The fast break- 
ing Fraters’ quintet led the Students’ 
basketeers for three thrilling quarters 
by a neat margin of about 6 ports. 
Toward the end of the fourth quarter, 
however, the wise change to a man-to 
man defense and constant substitution 
on the part of the Students wore out 
the already exhausted Thre 
final was 44-37 in the 
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On November ist, Brother Stephen Dorsey, 
S.V.D., (left) of Washington, D.C., pro- 
nounced his Perpetual Vows, while Brother 
Gerard Griffin, S.V.D., (center) of Baton 
Rouge, La., made his First Profession. Brother 
Gregory Williams of New Orleans, La., was 
received into the Novitiate on the same day 
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A POSTER GIRL 

Roxie Louise Prince, Americus, Georgia, was 
chosen for a March of Dimes poster girl be- 
cause of her gallant fight against polio. She 
became a victim of the disease before reach- 
ing eight months of age. After five years 
of medical care and treatment, at a cost of 
nearly $5,000, she is beginning to walk with 
the help of mechanical aids. The Georgia 
State Chapter of the National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis provides for her care 
and treatment through contributions re- 
ceived in the March of Dimes, to be held this 
year January 16-31. 


The 1949 infantile paralysis epidemic 
was the worst in this nation’s history, 
totaling almost 40,000 cases in all sec- 
tions of the country. For the first time 
in its eleven-year history, the National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis went 
“broke” providing funds for the treat- 
ment of the vast number of patients 
who could not. meet the costs of care 
without financial assistance. By sum- 
mer’s end the cost of this care had 
reached $100,000 per day. The Na- 
tional Foundation spent in the neighbor- 
hood of $31,000,000 for assistance to 
polio patients in need of medical care. 

Besides this necessary aid to the 
stricken, the National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis finances research -to 
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EPIDEMIC 


find a preventive and control of the 
disease, and it also provides education 
and training for professional workers 
to render competent skilled care to the 
polio victims. 


Progress is being made toward the 
development of a safe and effective vac- 
cine. A vast coordinated research pro- 
ject is now underway to determine and 
classify all strains of virus causing polio 
in human beings. 

Since 1941 the National Foundation 
has given $1,878,760 in grants to the 
following Negro institutions: Tuskegee 
Infantile Paralysis Center, Tuskegee, 


(Below) LEARNING TO WALK AGAIN 
Thousands of polio patients must learn to 
walk again after being crippled by polio. 
Most of them discard braces and crutches 
through care and treatment provided by 
Chapters of the National Foundation for In- 
fantile Paralysis. The National Foundation 
conducts the March of Dimes annually to se- 
cure funds with which to provide treatment 
enabling victims of polio to regain their 
health. Join the March of Dimes, January 
16-31. 


Ala.; North Carolina College, Durham, 
N.C.; Provident Medical Association, 
Chicago, Ill.; and Meharry Medical 
College, Nashville, Tenn. During that 
time some 124 Negro doctors, nurses 
and students received over $165,000 in 
scholarships for medical studies, medical 
social work, orthopedic nursing, health 
education and physical theraphy. This 
year eight other Negroes have been 
awarded a total of $12,310.25 in schol- ™ 
arships. — 

You can aid this work by contribu- 
ting to the MARCH OF DIMES, Jan- 
uary 16-31. 


ONE OF 40,000 


Ezra, two-year-old Arkansas boy, is but one 
of more than 40,000 polio patients on whom 
the National Foundation for Infantile Paraly- 
sis and its Chapter expended $31,000,000 


in 1949. case 


oe Dearest rian JS Kiet 


Rusy E. Hawkins 


In the stillness of the evening 
When the lights are faint and low, 
I unfold my cares and sorrows 
To the dearest Friend I know. 


As the Angelus is ringing, 

Peeling out so loud and clear, 

I can hear my dear Friend whisper: 
“JT am waiting for you here.” 


So I ask Him for forgiveness 
And assure Him of my love. 
Then I pray for friends and loved ones 
And His blessings from above. 


When the flower of life is withered, 
And its petals drooping low, 
I will spend my life eternal 
With the dearest Friend I know. 
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Roxie Louise Prince, Americus, Georgia, was 
chosen for a March of Dimes poster girl be- 
cause of her gallant fight against polio. She 
became a victim of the disease before reach- 
ing eight months of age. After five years 
of medical care and treatment, at a cost of 
nearly $5,000, she is beginning to walk with 
the help of mechanical aids. The Georgia 
State Chapter of the National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis provides for her care 
and treatment through contributions re- 
ceived in the March of Dimes, to be held this 
year January 16-31. 


The 1949 infantile paralysis epidemic 
was the worst in this nation’s history, 
totaling almost 40,000 cases in all see- 
tions of the country. For the first time 
in its eleven-vear history, the National 
foundation for Infantile Paralysis went 
“broke” providing funds for the treat- 
ment of the vast number of patients 
who could not meet the costs of care 
without financial assistance. By sum- 
mer’'s end the cost of this care had 
reached $100,000 per day. The Na- 
tional Foundation spent in the neighbor- 
hood of $31,000,000 for assistance to 
polio patients in need of medical care. 

Besides this necessary aid to the 
stricken, the National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis finances research to 
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find a preventive and control of the 
disease, and it also provides education 
and training for professional workers 
to render competent skilled care to the 
polo victims. 


Progress is being made toward the 
development of a safe and effective vac- 
cine. =\ vast coordinated research pro- 
ject is now underway to determine and 
classify all strains of virus causing polio 
in human beings. 

Since 1941 the National Foundation 
has given $1,878,760 in grants to the 
following Negro institutions: ‘Tuskegee 
Infantile Paralysis Center, Tuskegee. 


(Below) LEARNING TO WALK AGAIN 
Thousands of polio patients must learn to 
walk again after being crippled by polio. 
Most of them discard braces and crutches 
through care and treatment provided by 
Chapters of the National Foundation for In- 
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cure funds with which to provide treatment 
enabling victims of polio to regain their 
health. Join the March of Dimes, January 
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Ala.: North Carolina College, Durham, 
N_C.: Provident Medical \ssociation, 
Chicago, Ill; and Meharry Medical 
College, Nashville, Tenn. During that 
time some 124 Negro doctors, nurses 
and students received over $165,000 in 
scholarships for medical studies, medical 
social work, orthopedic nursing, health 
education and physical theraphy. This 
vear eight other Negroes have been 
awarded a total of $12,310.25 in schol- 
arships. 

You can aid this work by contribu- 
ting to the MARCH OF DIMES, Jan- 
uary 16-31, 


ONE OF 40,000 


Ezra, two-year-old Arkansas boy, is but one 
of more than 40,000 polio patients on whom 
the National Foundation for Infantile Paraly- 
sis and its Chapter expended $31,000,000 


in 1949. 
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Rupy E. Hawkins 


In the stillness of the evening 
When the lights are faint and low, 
I unfold my cares and sorrows 
‘To the dearest Friend I know. 


\s the Angelus is ringing, 
Peeling out so loud and clear, 
I can hear my dear Friend whisper: 


“T am waiting for you here.” 


So 1 ask Him for forgiveness 


And assure Him of my love. 


Then 1 pray for friends and loved ones 


And His blessings from above. 


When the flower of life is withered, 


And its petals drooping low, 
I will spend my life eternal 
With the dearest Friend I know. 


FRANK J. Forp 


Changing Attitude 


Upon his return from a tour of 
Europe and Japan, Walter White, out- 
spoken Negro leader and Secretary of 
the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, observes 
that “One of the most fascinating ex- 
periences in revisiting war zones first 
visited during the war is that of meas- 
uring the extent of survival of racial 
prejudices or of democratic practices 
initiated by American soldiers during 
the fighting. It is a pleasure to report,” 
says Mr. White, “that we found in Ja- 
pan a remarkable absence of friction 
or prejudice between white and Negro 
troops or civilian occupation personnel, 
although a very high percentage of 
Americans over there are from the deep 
South.” 


True Negro Leadership 


Commenting on the lifting of restric- 
tions on Negroes traveling aboard 
Pennsylvania trains to the South and 
the part played in the lifting of the ban 
by a self-effacing but energetic Negro 
woman of Brooklyn, The Tablet, official 
Catholic paper of that city, declares 
that “The methods used in accomplish- 
ing the end of reserved seat segregation. 
stand out in pleasant contrast to the 
methods of the radicals. Miss Frances 
M. Douglass, a member of St. Peter 
Claver parish, who is also an instructor 
in psychology at St. Joseph’s College 
in Brooklyn and a member of the 
Board of Higher Education, made the 
protest against the segregation to the 
New York State Commission Against 
Discrimination. In her efforts to win 
fair treatment for Negro train passen- 
gers, Miss Douglass had the support of 
the priests of her parish. She pro- 
ceeded so quietly and kept her own 
name out of the picture so completely, 
that only one newpaper mentioned her 
in the report on the settlement. “Per- 
haps,” says The Tablet, “the impression 
made by the dignity of this Negro 
woman on the railroad officials accounts 
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for the fact that the case was settled 
without litigation. Negro citizens will 
do well to follow the leadership of those 
who exemplify the dignity so evident 
in the actions of Miss Douglass.” Then 
contrasting the methods employed by 
Communists and radicals under similar 
circumstances, The Tablet notes that 
“Residents in New York City are fa- 
miliar with the tactics used by radical 
groups in their efforts to win the sup- 
port of Negroes. Picketing, threats, 
boycotts, sympathy strikes, vilification, 
mass-meetings at which anti-American 
speakers are wildly applauded, smears 
and campaigns of hatred, are all tricks 
in the radical procedure. No sensible 
person will question that Miss Douglass’ 
way is the better way.” 


No Words Wasted 


In answer to the recent assertion of 
Dorothy Thompson, syndicated col- 
umnist, that total recognition of Negro 
rights and complete elimination of dis- 
crimination cannot be accomplished ex- 
cept over a long period of time, and that 
efforts to accelerate their fulfillment 
will only serve to widen the gap in race 
relations, Miss Catherine Holper, of the 
National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, retorts that 
“Allowing a cancer to grow unchecked 
in our society and expecting time to 
heal all is neither the American way, 
nor the logical way. It must be per- 
sistently attacked and savagely rooted 
out if necessary by all the American 
people on behalf of minority racial 
groups who correctly identify the na- 
tional interest with their own. Surely 
Miss Thompson must know that cam- 
paigning against injustice is an old 
custom. My mid-Western education,” 
says Miss Holper, “taught me that a 
nation can not exist half-slave and half- 
free and that it is something of which 
we as a nation are proud that we were 
willing to make the difficult choice in 
favor of civil war rather than slavery.” 


(Continued on page 21) 


JANUARY SAINTS 


Jan. 17 — St. Sulpicius 


St. Sulpicius was the son of 
wealthy parents. While still very young 
he devoted his life to all kinds of good 
works, and especially to a tender care 
for the poor. His austerity of life was 
remarkable. He spent much of the 
night in prayer; he fasted continually, 
and recited the entire psalter each day. 
By the force of his example and ex- 
hortations the whole Jewish population 
of Bourges was converted to Chris- 
tianity. Toward the‘end of his days, 
finding that he could no longer give the 
same amount of time to the care of the 
poor and afflicted whom he loved, he 
obtained permission to appoint another 
bishop in his place, in order that he him- 
self might have more leisure for his 


works of charity. He died in the year 
647. 


Jan. 21 — St. Meinrad 


St. Meinrad became a priest and 


Benedictine Order at 
Reichenau. He was later appointed to 
teach. His soul, however, longed for 
solitude and for the opportunity of con- 
templating God. He desired to live the 
life of a hermit. He sought and re- 
ceived permission from his superiors to 
lead this particular type of life. The 
fame of his sanctity, however, brought 
him many visitors, and seven years later 
he found it necessary to move still 
further from the abodes of men. The 
place where he finally took up his abode 
is now called Einsiedeln. There he 
lived for 25 years, engaged in a con- 
stant spiritual combat. On January 21, 


entered the 


861, he was visited by two ruffians who 
had conceived the idea that he had rich 
treasures stored away somewhere. By 
divine revelation, he knew their purpose 
and, nevertheless, he courteously offered 
them food and hospitality. He was 
killed by these ruffans. The body of 
the saint was conveyed to Reichenau 
and there preserved with great venera- 
tion. Let us ask this saint to give us 
a deep love for the interior life of the 
soul, 


Jan. 23 — St. Raymond of Penafort 


St. Raymond was born in the 
year 1175, at Penafort, a castle in Cata- 
lonia, which was later transformed into 
a convent of the Order of St. Dominic. 
He was a great student. He made such 
rapid progress in his studies that at the 
age of 20 he taught philosophy at Bar- 
celona. His principal care was to instill 
into his scholars maxims of solid piety, 
to settle all differences among the citi- 
zens and to relieve the distressed. At 
the age of 30 he went to Bologna, in 
Italy, in order to perfect himself in the 
study of Canon Law. Not only was 
St. Raymond a man of great learning, 
but he was also one of great virtue. 
He was a perfect model to the clergy 
by his innocence, zeal, devotion and 
generosity to the poor. He was also 
a man of remarkable discipline and self- 
denial. St. Raymond died in the year 
1275, when he was 100 years old. Let 
us ask St. Raymond of Penafort to in- 
still into our minds the love of learning 
and virtue. 


“End of Segregation?” 


Under the above caption The Re- 
cord, Archdiocesan paper of Louis- 
ville, Ky., in an editorial dated No- 
vember 12th, has this to say about 
the press announcement that the U. 
S. Supreme Court had agreed to con- 
sider two cases involving segregation 
of Negroes in __ state-supported 
schools: 

“The issue is whether segregation 
gives equal opportunity with white 
students. 

“The whole case for the Negro 
students was effectively summarized 
in the simple contention made by one 
of them that ‘Segregated facilities 
can never be equal.’ 

“At this time, of course, it is im- 
possible to predict which way the 
Court will jump on these cases... . 
But judging from the trend of court 
decisions on segregation cases it 
seems entirely possible that the 
Court may hand down a sweeping 
decision on segregation in schools 
that will drastically affect the laws 
in 17 States which presently enforce 
segregation. 

“As far as Kentucky is concerned, 
for example, the local press this 
week reported that Attorney Gene- 
ral A.E. Funk had stated in Frank- 
fort that our State segregation law 
would stand or fall on the Supreme 
Court’s ruling. 
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“Quote and Unquote 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


“Personally we find it difficult to 
see how the Court can deny the basic 
contention of the Negro students 
that segregation always means in- 
equality. .. . in practically every 
case where legal segregation is in 
effect the so-called ‘separate but 
equal’ facilities for Negroes are dis- 
gracefully inadequate and inferior 
to those of the ‘white’ schools... . 
“The chance that the Supreme 
Court may hand down a decision 
which will put an end to segregation 
laws in Kentucky and throughout 
the South raises some intensely prac- 
tical questions for Catholic educators. 
“Up to this time our Catholic 
schools in the South have _ been 
forced to conform to the pattern of 
segregation. When pressed for a 
defense of their policy of excluding 
Negro students, the administrators 
of Catholic schools at all levels could 
simply shrug and say. . . ‘After all 
what can we do? We can’t break the 
law. We are not free to make a 
decision of our own on this problem.’ 
“But all this may be changed in 
the not too distant future and the 
problem of accepting or not accept- 
ing Negro students will be tossed 
right back at the individual schools 
and colleges. 
“We immediately want to express 
the most fervent hope that if the 
happy day comes when we are no 
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longer burdened with segregation 
laws Catholic educators will take the 
lead in using the new freedom to 
offer Negroes the educational oppor- 
tunities which they have so long been 
denied. We can’t see how institu- 
tions whose primary purpose is the 
teaching of Christian justice and 
charity can do otherwise. 


“The disturbing thing is that some 
Catholic schools in other parts of the 
country have not always been con- 
spicuous for such bold and uncom- 
promising leadership. In some in- 
stances these schools lagged far_be- 
hind secular institutions in the same 
area in opening their doors to Negro 
students. 

“Their policies may have been 
based on what were considered grave 
reasons of prudence but more than 
once the impression was created that 
the admission of Negro students was 
something reluctantly accepted ra- 
ther than eagerly welcomed. 


“This situation was by no means 
general, of course. We are happy 
in the recollection that often Catho- 
lic schools led the way in the fight 
for interracial justice. Our over-all 
record is riot bad at all. We are just 
regretting that it hasn’t been perfect. 


“Here in Kentucky and through 
the South we Catholics may soon 
have the chance to give concrete 
proof of the sincerity of our princi- 
ples on the race question. We must 
face the full implication of these 
principles without hesitancy or com- 
promise: We must be the first, not 
the last, to take advantage. of the 
possible lifting of barriers of dis- 
crimination against the Negroes.” 


The Barden Bill and 
Discrimination 

“The chief reason why the Barden 
Bill should be opposed by every intel- 
ligent American, without reference to 
religious belief, is because it will ex- 
tend the Southern system of legal dis- 
crimination against minorities to other 
sections of the nation. Ever since the 
reconstruction era it has been general 
practice in the South to discriminate 
against colored children in the alloca- 
tion of money for educational purposes. 
Negro parents, however, are assured full 
equality in paying taxes. 

Some of the inequalities in the 
Southern school system are almost un- 
believable. In some communities white 
children are taught in modern buildings, 
with landscaped approaches and equip- 
ped with gymnasiums and laboratories, 
while colored children learn readin’ and 
writin’ in firetraps with primitive toilet 
facilities. In rural sections white chil- 
dren are picked up by a school bus 
while colored kids often have to walk 
two or three miles to their classrooms, 
frequently constructed of discarded 
packing cases. White pupils get new 
textbooks and after they are dog-eared, 
pencil-marked and  thumb-smudged, 
with here and there a page missing, 
they are passed across the color line. 
This is the condition that Negroes have 
been fighting, and politicians of the 
Barden type have been defending, over 
the past fifty years. 

“The stinger in the Barden Bill is, 


taxation without participation, which 


happens to be an old Southern custom. 
Catholic children are counted in the 
school census, just as Negro children 
have always been counted for tax pur- 
poses and Federal grants, but no 
Federal money will be spent to provide 
bus rides,- lunches, medical examinations 
or other auxiliary services for children 
in parochial schools. The bill follows 
the familiar pattern of discrimination in 
the South, only the intended victims are 
a religious, instead of a racial, minority. 
All prejudices are of a kind. 


Theophilus Lewis in the 
INTERRACIAL REVIEW 
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13 High Schools 

The opening of the new St. An- 
selm’s High School in Chicago, IIL., 
and the starting of a high school 
course at Blessed Martin’s School in 
Davant, La., bring to thirteen the 
number of high schools under the 
auspices of the Word 
Fathers. 

Father Peter Oswald and Father 
Lawrence Dudink, his assistant, have 
added on four new classrooms to 
Blessed Martin’s School in order to 
take care of the unprecedented en- 
rollment of 264 pupils this year. 
Twenty-nine of these are freshmen 
in the new high school department. 


Divine 


St. Benedict’s Honored 

Out in San Francisco, Calif., St. 
Benedict the Moor Mission was 
honored by having one of its parish- 
ioners, Mrs. Matalize Hutchinson, 
chosen to speak on an eight-member 
panel discussing religious practices 
in the home. The discussion took 
place at a special session of the 17th 
annual convention of the National 
Catholic Conference on Family Life. 
Father Bruno Drescher, $.V.D., is 
pastor of St. Benedict’s. 


School Growing 


Our Lady of the Rosary School, 
Jeanerette, La:, which is not yet 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


two years old, has increased its en- 
rollment to 120 pupils. So many 
little squirming pieces of humanity 
are bound to be hard on the school’s 
two classrooms, but what can you do? 
These little ones want a Catholic ed- 
ucation and Rosary School is the 
only place in Jeanerette where they 
can get it. 

Father Arthur Haines and Father 
Clarence Weber must be doing a 
swell job in the outlying districts 
too, because their two mission schools 
in Glencoe and Julien Hill have also 
increased their enrollments. St. 
Peter’s School in Julien Hill, La., 
has 50 pupils and two lay teachers, 
and St. Peter’s School in Glencoe, 
La., has 30 pupils and one lay 
teacher. 


REV. MARK FIGARO, S.V. D. 


Ordained last February, and now assistant 
pastor at Notre Dame Church in St. Mar- 
tinville, La. 


REV. CURTIS WASHINGTON, S.V. D. 


Who sailed in November for Accra on the Gold 
Coast of Africa, where he will get his first 
taste of real mission work. There are five 
other alumni of St. Augustine’s Seminary 
doing missionary work in Africa — they are 
Fathers Bowers, Dauphiné and Wilson, and 
Brothers Conrad and Michael, all S.V. D.’s 


PROGRESS IN THE NEGRO 
APOSTOLATE IN 1949 


(Continued from page 7) 


Grand Coteau, La.; the Passionist 
Fathers built St. Mary’s Grade 
School in Fairfield, Ala.; the 
Redemptorist Fathers opened St. 
Gerard’s School in Aiken, S.C. 


Five new colored mission schools, 
opened last year in places where no 
such schools had been before, are 
now staffed by Sisters. The Francis- 
can Sisters of Baltimore, Md., staff 
St. Michael’s School, Daphne, Ala. 
The Oblate Sisters of Providence 
from Baltimore, Md., have charge 
of St. Gerard’s School, Aiken, S.C. 
The Franciscan Sisters from Alle- 
gany, N.Y., teach in St. Joachim’s 
School, near Carthage, Miss., the 


School Sisters of St. Francis from 
Milwaukee, Wis., teach in St. 
Mary’s School, Holly Springs, Miss., 
and the Sisters of the Most Blessed 
Trinity from MHolmesburg, Pa., 
teach the pupils of St. Elizabeth’s 
School, Ofahoma, Miss. 

The Handmaids of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary, a community 
of Colored Sisters, moved into their 
new novitiate building at Pleasant 
Plains, Staten Island, N.Y. 

A new Catholic Interracial Center 
was opened in Pittsburgh, Pa., under 
the patronage of Blessed Martin de 
Porres, and a Catholic Friendship 
House was opened in Washington, 
D.C. 

The new $560,000 Blessed Mar- 
tin General Hospital was completed 
in Mobile, Ala., and a new out- 
patient clinic dedicated to Blessed 
Martin de Porres was added to St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital in Houston, 
Tex.. Foundations were laid for 
St. Jude’s Hospital in Montgomery, 
Ala. Toward the end of the year 
work was begun in Austin, Tex., on 
the construction of a new $617,000 
building for Holy Cross Hospital. 
The new hospital building will have 
a 52-bed capacity. 


WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE 
(Continued from page 16) 
Matter of Record 


“Tt may surprise some people to 
know,” says Father D. J. Corrigan, well- 
known educator and author, “that in all 
Catholic countries where large numbers 
of colored and white people intermingle, 
there is no race prejudice or segrega- 
tion, such as is present here in the 
United States. This,” says he, “is 
notably true in the countries of Central 
and South America, where the Catholic 
Church has been able through the cen- 
turies to train the people according to 
her principles and culture, for in these 
countries almost all citizens are Cath- 
olic. 
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With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


13 High Schools 

The opening of the new St. An- 
selm’s High School in Chicago, II1., 
and the starting of a high school 
course at Blessed Martin’s School in 
Davant, La., bring to thirteen the 
number of high schools under the 
auspices of the Divine Word 
l‘athers. 

Father Peter Oswald and Father 
Lawrence Dudink, his assistant, have 
added on four new classrooms to 
Blessed Martin’s School in order to 
take care of the unprecedented en- 
rollment of 264 pupils this year. 
Twenty-nine of these are freshmen 


in the new high school department. 


St. Benedict’s Honored 

Out in San Francisco, Calif., St. 
Benedict the Moor Mission Was 
honored by having one of its parish- 
loners, Mrs. Matalize Hutchinson, 
chosen to speak on an eight-member 
panel discussing religious practices 
inthe home. The discussion took 
place at a special session of the 17th 
annual convention of the National 
Catholic Conference on Family Life. 
lather Bruno Drescher, S.V.D., is 
pastor of St. Benedict’s. 


School Growing 


Our Lady of the Rosary School, 
Jeanerette, La., which is not yet 


20 


two years old, has increased its en- 
rollment to 120 pupils. So many 
little squirming pieces of humanity 
are bound to be hard on the school’s 
two classrooms, but what can you do? 
These little ones want a Catholic ed- 
ucation and Rosary School is the 
only place in Jeanerette where they 
can get it. 

l‘ather Arthur Haines and I‘ather 
Clarence Weber must be doing a 
swell job in the outlying districts 
too, because their two mission schools 
in Glencoe and Julien Hill have also 
increased their enrollments. — St. 
Peter’s School in Julien Hill, La., 
has 50 pupils and two lay teachers, 
and St. Peter’s School in Glencoe, 
La., has 30 pupils and one lay 
teacher. 


REV. MARK FIGARO, S.V. D. 


Ordained last February, and now assistant 
pastor at Notre Dame Church in St. Mar- 
tinville, La. 
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REV. CURTIS WASHINGTON, S.V.D. 


Who sailed in November for Accra on the Gold 
Coast of Africa, where he will get his first 
taste of real mission work. There are five 
other alumni of St. Augustine’s Seminary 
doing missionary work in Africa — they are 
Fathers Bowers, Dauphiné and Wilson, and 
Brothers Conrad and Michael, all S.V. D.’s 


PROGRESS IN THE NEGRO 
APOSTOLATE IN 1949 
(Continued from page 7 


Grand Coteau, La.; the Passionist 
Fathers built St. Mary’s Grade 
School in Fairtield, Ala.; the 
Redemptorist Fathers opened St. 
Gerard’s School in Aiken, S.C. 
lrive new colored mission schools, 
opened last year in places where no 
such schools had been before, are 
now staffed by Sisters. The Francts- 
can Sisters of Baltimore, Md., staff 
St. Michael’s School, Daphne, Ala. 
The Oblate Sisters of Providence 
from Baltimore, Md., have charge 
of St. Gerard’s School, Aiken, S.C. 
The Franciscan Sisters from Alle- 
gany, N.Y., teach in St. Joachim’s 
School, near Carthage, Miss., the 


School Sisters of St. Francis from 
Milwaukee, Wis., teach in St. 
Mary’s School, Holly Springs, Miss., 
and the Sisters of the Most Blessed 
Trinity from Holmesburg, Pa., 
teach the pupils of St. Elizabeth’s 
School, Ofahoma, Miss. 

The Handmaids of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary, a community 
of Colored Sisters, moved into their 
new novitiate building at Pleasant 
Plains, Staten Island, N.Y. 

A new Catholic Interracial Center 
was opened in Pittsburgh, Pa., under 
the patronage of Blessed Martin de 
Porres, and a Catholic lriendship 


House was opened in Washington, 
1)... 

The new $560,000 Blessed Mar- 
tin General Hospital was completed 


in Mobile, Ala., and a new out 
patient clinic dedicated to Blessed 
Martin de Porres was added to St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital in) Houston, 
Tex. Foundations were laid for 
St. Jude’s Hospital in Montgomery, 
Ala. Toward the end of the year 
work was begun in Austin, Tex., on 
the construction of a new $617,000) 
building for Holy Cross Hospital. 
The new hospital building will have 
a 52-bed capacity. 


WHATS HAPPENING TERE 
(Coutinued from page 
Matter of Record 
“It may surprise some people to 
know,” savs Father 1). J. Corrigan. well- 
known educator and author, “that i all 
Catholic countries where large numbers 
of colored and white people intermingle, 
there is no race prejudice or segregau- 
tion, such as is present here in_ the 
United States. This.” says he, “Is 
notably true in the countries of Central 
and South America, where the Catholic 
Church has been able through the cen- 
turies to train the people according to 
her principles and culture. for in these 
countries almost all citizens are Cath- 
olic. 
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My dear Boys and Girls: 

I wish each and every one of you a 
very HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Did you make any resolutions for this 
New Year of 1950? I suppose you did, 
because most people in America make 
New Year resolutions, but, sad to say, 
not all of them keep those good pro- 
mises. What about you? 


You know, there is one resolution I 
wish all of the readers of the CHIL- 
DREN’S CORNER would make for 
this year. Know what it is? It is a 
resolution that each one of you will re- 
ceive Our Dear Lord in Holy Com- 
munion very, very often throughout 
1950. That resolution is not at all hard 
to make, and it shouldn’t be so hard to 
keep, either. After all, you love the 
dear Jesus, and you certainly like to be 
with those you love and who love you, 
so why shouldn’t you receive Commun- 
ion often, for then it is that Jesus is 
with you Sacramentally, and you are 
with Him. 

So make this resolution, and let it be 
one which you intend to keep all this 
year: IT AM GOING TO RECEIVE 
JESUS IN HOLY COMMUNION 
VERY, VERY OFTEN THROUGH- 
OUT 1950! 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I was glad to 
know that my name was in the MESSEN- 
GER. And all the other girls were glad, too. 

I am quite sure some of the children told 
you about Mary Harris and Mary Wright. 
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They are two girls who finished from 
our school not so long ago, and went to be 
Sisters. They were very nice and holy girls. 
I have been sick, Father, but I am better 
now. Sister told us to write to you if we 
have time. We get the MESSENGER often 
and I like to read it. 
I will be closing with a blessing. Re- 
spectfully yours, 
Ruth McNair, grade 6 
1246 — 11th Street 
Augusta, Ga. 


Ruth, I am glad that you, were glad that 
your name appeared in the MESSENGER. And 
now you are going to be glad again, because 
here is your name once more. Yes, I had 
heard about the two Marys going to the con- 
vent. Don’t you think that our Heavenly 
Mother Mary must be pleased with her name- 
sakes for what they are doing? I do. May- 
be some day you will follow them; but, only 
God knows the future. So, your teacher told 
you to write me if you have time, and when 
you got sick you had time. Well, I am sorry 
to learn that you were sick but I am glad 
that you had time to write me. 


Now here is a nice surprise which 
I received in a letter from 13-year-old 


Ernestine up in Chicago. Read. it, and 


see how you like it. 


THE MASS 
by 
Ernestine Moreaux, age 13 
4910 Prairie Avenue 
Chicago 15, Ill. 

A non-Catholic girl stopped me yesterday 
and asked: “What is the Mass?” 

So I said: “The Mass is an unbloody Sac- 
rifice under the appearances of bread and 
wine.” 
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She said: “I thought a sacrifice was sup- 
posed to have a victim.” 

“But the Sacrifice of the Mass,” I said, 
“does have a victim. Christ. Christ is the 
Victim. At the Consecration Christ becomes 
the Victim.” : 

She interrupted, “But I don’t understand.” 

Then I explained: “The manner in which 
the Sacrifice is offered is different. On the 
Cross Christ shed His Blood, while in the 
Mass there is no shedding of Blood, nor death, 
because Christ can die no more. On the Cross 
Christ gained merit for us, while in the 
Mass He applies to us the merits of His 
Death on the Cross. Our Divine Savior said 
the First Mass at the Last Supper the night 
before He died.” 

The non-Catholic then asked: “How should 
people assist at Mass?” 

I said, “The best way to assist at Mass is 
with a missal.” 

“What language does the priest use when 
saying Mass?” she aked. 

“Latin is used,” I explained, “because La- 
tin is a dead language. What I mean by 
‘dead’ is that it isn’t spoken anymore, there- 
fore can’t change, and is the official language 
of the Church.” 

“Thank you,” 
walked away. 


the girl smiled as she 


The End 
MY FAVORITE SAINT CONTEST 


The compositions are still coming in for this 
popular contest. A girl from Birmingham, 
Alabama, and another from Providence, Rhode 
Island, win prizes for their Favorite Saint 
compositions this month. Here is the first 
one: 

St. Peter Claver 
by 
Carrie Mae Smith, age 15 
3521 First Alley, North 
Birmingham, Ala. 

One of my favorite Saints is St. Peter 
Claver. He is called the Apostle of the Ne- 
groes. The poor Negro slaves found a faith- 
ful friend in St. Peter Claver, who met the 
incoming slave ships with food and medicine. 

St. Peter Claver labored in the West Indies, 
and became a saint working with people who 
were savages. 

St. Peter Claver said: “Train yourself to do 
good to others for God’s sake, and be prepared 
to be met with ingratitude.” If you can 
Stand up under ingratitude you have one 
good mark of sanctity. 

The Negroes never had a better friend than 
St. Peter Claver. Color made no difference 
with him; the saving of souls was all that 
mattered. 

The End 


Don’t you think that was good? Now, 
here is the other one: 


St. Barbara 


by 
Barbara Pilkington, grade 5 
67 Wisdom Avenue 
Providence 8, R.I. 


St. Barbara is one of my favorite Saints. 
When she was a little girl her wicked father 
imprisoned her in a high tower. So Barbara 
had nobody to care for her but the servants. 
Although she was lonely, she was very good. 

One day a priest passed under the tower. 
He was singing about Jesus Christ. Barbara 
heard him and asked him about his song. 
The priest told her all about the Savior. 
Barbara was overjoyed. 

“IT love Jesus Christ, too!” she cried. “I 
am a Christian.” 

When her father heard this he was furious. 
In those days it was against the law to love 
Jesus or to be a Christian. So Barbara’s 
cruel father dragged his daughter to the 
judge. 

“My daughter is a Christian,” he cried. 
“She is not my daughter any more!” 

“What shall we do with her?” the judge 
asked, for he saw that Barbara was good and 
pure, 

“Do what the law orders!” her father 
shouted. “Beat her until she is almost dead. 
Then chop off her head!” 

So the soldiers carried out this cruel order. 
But suddenly they saw Angels coming. The 
Angels carried the soul of Barbara to Heaven, 
and a terrible flash of lightning struck her 
cruel father and killed him where he stood. 

I like St. Barbara because she was so good 
and holy. My name is Barbara, too. 


The End 


So, you see how easy it is! Come on, 
now, write about one of your favorite Saints 
for the CHILDREN’S CORNER. Send it 
to me and if it is good maybe you will win 
a prize, 

* * * 


Well, I’ll have to sign off now. Don’t 
forget to pray for the Negro Missions 
during this New Year, and especially 
this time remember in your prayers our 
two new missions in Hattiesburg and 
Mound Bayou, Mississippi. And whis- 


per a prayer for me, too. HAPPY 
NEW YEAR! 

FATHER CHEER-UP 

The Seminary 

Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


CROP -- Christian Charity in Action 


A goal of 3,500 carloads of Ameri- 
ca’s farm products to fill Friendship 
Food Trains for the needy overseas has 
been set for this year’s nationwide drive 
of the Christian Rural Overseas Pro- 
gram (CROP). 


CROP is a project through which 
bulk gifts in kind, contributed by Amer- 
ican farmers in harvest seasons, are 
sent to the aged, ill, orphans and desti- 
tute all over the world. The gifts are 
distributed overseas through church 
agencies to the neediest, regardless of 
race or creed. 


CROP is the first coordinated relief 
program of Catholics, Lutherans and 
other Protestant churches. Its spon- 
sors are Church World Service (22 
Protestant denominations); National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference for 
War Relief Services; and Lutheran 
World Relief serving the National Lu- 
theran Council. 


The farm-to-farm drive, instituted by 


CROP in the nation’s 33 top agricultur- 
al states, was conducted during the in- 
dividual state’s harvest season. 


“Our goal, simply, is to help feed the 
aged, ill, orphans and destitute overseas, 
in the name of Christian brotherhood;” 
John D. Metzler, national CROP chair- 
man, said. 


“Every bushel of wheat and corn, 
every crate of eggs and can of milk, will 
help to meet the worldwide need as de- 
scribed in eyewitness reports of church, 
farm and government authorities. 
CROP commodities reach those unfor- 
tunates who are desperately in need be- 
cause they are not reached by any other 
group.” 

Products sought in the various state 
drives include wheat, corn, milk, eggs, 
beans, soybeans, oats, cotton, dried 
fruits, sugar, lard, flour, rice, livestock, 
peas, wool, and peanuts. Though cash 
is accepted and exchanged for exportable 
goods, emphasis in CROP is on the 
giving of commodities. This affords a 
wonderful opportunity for the farmer 
to practice disinterested Christian chari- 
ty, and should take care of his worries 
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over surplus which he could not sell, 
but would have to destroy or otherwise 
get rid of. 


Recipients of CROP food. overseas 
include the needy in hospitals, homes © 
for the aged, sanitoriums, orphanages, 
dispensaries, displaced persons camps, 
refugee camps, child feeding programs, 
pre-tubercular clinics, student relief 
centers, church institutions, and broken 
homes. 


Leland S. Brubaker, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Foreign Missions Com- 
mission, tells us the significance of this 
Christian charity in action. 


“CROP produces a distinct shock to 
the recipients. . . They believe ‘no one 
cares.” Then CROP goods arrive, and 
show them that someone does care, that 
people are concerned about them. 
CROP food gives the needy hope and 
faith in a world short of hope and faith. 

CROP produces a questioning mind 
in the recipients. . . ‘Why did you do 
it?’ they ask. CROP food provides the 
opportunity to tell them why — because 
we can help you to help yourself, be- 
cause we know you are a man who needs 
help... . 

“CROP. produces the hope to carry 
on. . . It enables the needy to throw 
their shoulders back, to face the rising 
sun. It gives them the sense of reality 
to live for. 

“CROP is one step toward better 
citizenship . . . It leads to better world 
understanding, providing that it con- 
tinues to be done in an intelligent way 
so as not to pauperize the people it 
helps. .. . 


CROP makes real the Christian way 
of life. . . It comes to grips with the 
realities of everyday life; it gives the 
common man something of eternal 
worth. It makes him understand the 
spiritual significance — that a man, re- 
gardless of race or creed, is a potential 
son of God and that we are there to help 
him, in the fellowship of God. 


“CROP is a tool to make his life 
worthwhile, to carry the love of God 
to him, to show him that God cares. . .” 


LET 
BLESSED MARTIN 


walk the earth 
AGAIN! 


A FULL BURSE, OR SCHOLAR- 
SHIP; IN THE NAME OF THIS 
HOLY MAN, WILL ENABLE US 
TO TRAIN A STUDENT FOR 
THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD. 
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We should have a complete scholar- 
ship in honor of Blessed Martin de 
Porres. For he was imbued with a deep 


love for God and an intense desire for 

the spread of God’s kingdom on this 

: earth. With a Burse in his name, we can 

send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 

of God, to preach the love of Christ to all men. This Burse stands now at 

$2,106.86. We wish to complete it at $5,000. CAN YOU, OUT OF DE- 
VOTION TO BLESSED MARTIN, HELP US? 
Any amount, large or small, will be appreciated. 

We have other incomplete burses in honor of St. Joseph, St. Matthias, St. 

Jude, St. Elizabeth, the Sorrowful Mother, the Holy Ghost, St. Martha and 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat. ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISss. 


Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


@ If you have good health 
@ If, out of love for God, you desire to consecrate your life 
to Him as a Religious — THEN 
Write today for further information to the 


REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


CROP -- Christian Charity in Action 


AX goal of 3,500 carloads of .\meri- 
ca's farm products to fill Friendship 
food Trains for the needy overseas has 
heen set for this vear’s nationwide drive 
of the Christian Rural Overseas Pro- 
gram (CROP). 

CROP is a project through which 
bulk gifts in kind, contributed by .\mer- 
ican farmers in harvest seasons, are 
sent to the aged, ill, orphans and desti- 
tute all over the world. The gifts are 
distributed overseas through church 
agencies to the neediest, regardless of 
race or creed, 


CROP is the first coordinated relief 
program of Catholics, Lutherans and 
ether Protestant churches. Its spon- 
sors are Church World Service (22 
Protestant denominations); National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference for 
War Relhef Services; and lutheran 
World Relief serving the National Lu- 
theran Council. 

The farm-to-farm drive, instituted by 
CROP in the nation’s 33 top agricultur- 
al states, was conducted during the in- 
dividual state's harvest season. 

“Our goal, simply, is to help feed the 
aged, ill, orphans and destitute overseas, 
in the name of Christian brotherhood,” 
John D. Metzler, national CROP chair- 


man, said. 

“Every bushel of wheat and corn, 
every crate of eggs and can of milk, will 
help to meet the worldwide need as de- 
scribed in eyewitness reports of church, 
farm and = government — authorities. 
CROP commodities reach those unfor- 
tunates who are desperately in need be- 
cause they are not reached by any other 
group.” 

Products sought in the various state 
drives include wheat, corn, milk, eggs, 
heans, soybeans, oats, cotton, dried 
fruits, sugar, lard, flour, rice, livestock, 
peas, wool, and peanuts. Though cash 
is accepted and exchanged for exportable 
goods, emphasis in CROP is on the 
giving of commodities. This affords a 
wonderful opportunity for the farmer 
to practice disinterested Christian chart- 
ty. and should take care of his worries 
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over surplus which he could not sell, 
but would have to destroy or otherwise 
get rid of. 

Recipients of CROP food overseas 
include the needy in hospitals, homes 
for the aged, sanitoriums, orphanages, 
dispensaries, displaced persons camps. 
refugee camps, child feeding programs, 
pre-tubercular clinics, student — relief 
centers, church institutions, and broken 
homes. 

Leland S. Brubaker, [xecutive Sec- 
retary of the Foreign Missions Com- 
mission, tells us the significance of this 
Christian charity in action, 

“CROP produces a distinct shock to 
the recipients. . . They believe ‘no one 
cares. Then CROP goods arrive, and 
show them that someone does care, that 
people are concerned about them. 
CROP food gives the needy hope and 
faith in a world short of hope and faith. 

CROP. produces a questioning mind 
in the recipients. . . “Why did you do 
it?’ they ask. CROP food provides the 
opportunity to tell them why — because 
we can help you to help yourself, be- 
cause we know you are a man who needs 
help. i 

“CROP produces the hope to carry 
on. It enables the needy to throw 
their shoulders back, to face the rising 
sun. It gives them the sense of reality 
to live for. 

“CROP is one step toward better 
citizenship. .. It leads to better world 
understanding, providing that it con- 
tinues to be done in an intelligent way 
so as not to pauperize the people it 
helps... 

CROP makes real the Christian way 
of life. It comes to grips with the 
realities of everyday life; it gives the 
common man something of eternal 
worth. It makes him understand the 
spiritual significance that a man, re- 
gardless of race or creed, is a potential 
son of God and that we are there to help 
him, in the fellowship of God. 

“CROP is a tool to make his life 
worthwhile, to carry the love of God 
to him, to show him that God cares. . .” 


BLESSED MARTIN 
walk the earth 
AGAIN! 


A FULL BURSE, OR SCHOLAR 
SHIP, IN THE NAME OF THIS 
HOLY MAN, WILL ENABLE US 
TO “LRAIN: A. STUDENT FOR 
THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD 
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We should have a complete scholar 

ship in honor of Blessed Martin de 

Porres. For he was imbued with a deep 

love for God and an intense desire for 

the spread of God's kingdom on this 

earth. With a Burse in his name, we can 

send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 

of God, to preach the love of Christ to all men. This Burse stands now at 

$2,106.86. We wish to complete it at $5,000. CAN YOU, OUT OF DE 
VOTION TO BLESSED MARTIN, HELP US? 
Any amount, large or small, will be appreciated. 

We have other incomplete burses in honor of St. Joseph. St. Matthias, St 

Jude, St. Elizabeth, the Sorrowful Mother, the Holy Ghost, St. Martha and 
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To A Priest 


Rusy E. HAWKINS 


The silver trumpets echo Then the trumpets still will echo 
Through the corridors of time, And the organ chant its chime, 
And the deep celestial organ As you lead the grand procession 
Chants a narrative sublime. Down the corridors of time. 

The narrative: Ordination ; When your chalice tells its story, 
The characters are two — Golden moments you will spend 
The First is the High Priest, Where the Priesthood is eternal 
The other is you. And your joy will never end! 


The opening scene’s like Heaven 
Upon a great, grand feast, 

For the Golden Cup is offered 
By a newly ordained priest. 


In profound awe and reverence 
The court of Heaven stands 

At the solemn consecration 
And anointing of your hands. 


The cross of pain and suffering 
Caused by others you must bear, 
And aid the faltering feet 
Treading Life’s congested stair. 


You're like the blooming lily 
That will blossom in the spring 
For you’ve opened up your petals 
To adore your Lord and King. 


When the nights are long and weary, 
And the days seem dark and misty, 
Recollect this one occasion 

And. these two words: “Alter Christus !”’ 
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YOU DON’T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 
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YOU CAN HELP US 
YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF 
YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 
Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
INVEST-igate our free booklet: 
"HOW TO INVEST" 
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So C Priest 


RuBpy IE, HAWKINS 


‘The silver trumpets echo Then the trumpets still will echo 
Through the corridors of time, And the organ chant its chime, 
And the deep celestial organ As you lead the grand procession 
Chants a narrative sublime. Down the corridors of time. 

The narrative: Ordination ; When your chalice tells its story, 
The characters are two - Golden moments you will spend 
The First is the High Priest, Where the Priesthood is eternal 
The other is you. And your. joy will never end! 


The opening scene's like Heaven 
t pon a great, grand feast, 

For the Golden Cup is offered 
By a newly ordained priest. 


In profound awe and reverence 
The court of Heaven stands 

At the solemn consecration 
\nd anointing of your hands. 


The cross of pain and suffering 
Caused by others you must bear, 
And aid the faltering feet 

Treading Life's congested stair. 


You're like the blooming lily 
That will blossom in the spring 
For you've opened up your petals 
lo adore your Lord and Ning. 


When the nights are long and weary, 

And the days seem dark and misty, 
=) Recollect this one occasion 

And these two words: “Alter Christus !” 


Father John Bowman, S.V.D. 


It was raining and very dark when 
I reached Mound Bayou, Missis- 
- sippi. I stopped and asked directions 
to the new Catholic church and was 
told that it was only two blocks from 
] the highway. A few moments later 
as I drove into the newly made but 
soggy driveway, I could make out 
the dim outlines of a new brick 
building. Almost immediately a 
door opened and Father John Bow- 
man, S.V. D., pastor of the new St. 
Gabriel’s Mission, came out smiling 
and saying: 
26 


NEGRO PRIEST 
IN AN 

ALL-NEGRO 
TOWN 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ The Catholic Church comes 
@ to Mound Bayou 


“Welcome, Father, welcome! We 
were afraid you weren’t coming.” 


“T wrote you I’d be here in time 
for supper, didn’t I?” I asked, 
glancing at my watch. “Well, it’s 
still five minutes before six o’clock.” 

Father laughed as he shook my 
hand. “You'll have to wait more 
than five minutes, I’m afraid. You 
see, I got a special steak for you — 
never mind how — and I was taking 
no chances on cooking it and having 
you fail to show up. Come on into 
the kitchen and watch your supper 
in the making!” 

In the kitchen I was introduced to 
Professor Goode, who teaches music 
and English in the local high school. 


“The Professor is not a Catholic,” 
said Father Bowman; “but he has 
started taking instructions. And he 
graciously volunteered to help me 
cook supper tonight. Now, Father, 
I?ll show you the place and your 
room and you can just make your- 
self comfortable while we work.” 


When I strolled back into the 
kitchen a few minutes later, Father 
and the Professor were holding a 


/ : , . Cl ee. 
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conference over the steak. Father 
was for. cooking the steak “as 1s,” 
while the Professor was all in favor 
of first hammering out any possible 
toughness. Since I was supposed to 
eat the steak, I thought it wise to 
agree with the Professor, and with 


my help he won his point. Well, 
sir! after spreading the steak out on 
a board and procuring a carpenter’s 
hammer, the Professor proceeded to 
beat that hapless piece of bovine 
flesh unmercifully. 


About two hours later supper was 
ready. I do not mean to infer that 
it required that much time to cook 
the steak. Oh, no; there were also 
potatoes to be cooked! 


I did not mind this delay because 
it gave me time to think. As I 
watched this youthful priest happily 
slicing the potatoes, stirring the 
gravy, pouring the coffee, I could not 
help but admire him. Here was a 
priest who had had many years of 
schooling in the languages and 
sciences, in philosophy and theology; 
who had traveled widely and success- 
fully as a missionary; who had even 
been a major in the army — here 


St. Gabriel’s Mission, Mound Bayou, Miss. 


he was in a little town in the Missis- 
sippi Delta joyfully cooking his own 
food, a thing he had become accus- 
tomed to doing since he first came 
to Mound Bayou to live. But why 
was he here? The answer is: T'o 
save souls! 


Mound Bayou is located in Bolli- 
var County on highway 61 about 100 
miles south of Memphis, Tenn., and 
50 miles north of Greenville, Miss ~ 
It is one of the few all-Negro towns 
in the United States. Not one white 
person lives within its confines; the 
mayor is a Negro, the town marshall 
is a Negro, the postmaster, the doc 
tors, the teachers, the store owners, 
managers and clerks — all are Ne- 
groes. Mound Bayou was founded 
back in 1887 by Isaiah Montgom- 
ery, an ex-slave, and Benjamin 
Green, his cousin. This section was 
a swampy wilderness at that time, 
and land was selling at $7.00 an 
acre. Many were the difficulties and 
disappointments, but the pioneers, 
gradually joined by others, strug- 
gled on, clearing the land, draining 
the swamps, planting crops and 
building homes. The settlement 
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Father John Bowman, S.V. D. 


It was raining and very dark when 
I reached Mound Bayou, Missis- 
sipp1. 1 stopped and asked directions 
to the new Catholic church and was 


= told that it was only two blocks from 
the highway. A few moments later 
S’ as | drove into the newly made but 


soggy driveway, I could make out 
the dim outlines of a new brick 
building. Almost immediately a 
door opened and F‘ather John Bow- 
are man, S.V. D., pastor of the new St. 

Gabriel’s Mission, came out smiling 
y and saying: 
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AL SECOND EXPOSURE 


A 


NEGRO PRIEST 
IN AN 
ALL-NEGRO 
TOWN 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


© The Catholic Church comes 
@ to Mound Bayou 


‘Welcome, Father, welcome! We 
were afraid you weren’t coming.” 

“T wrote you I’d be here in time 
for supper, didn’t I?” I asked, 
glancing at my watch. “Well, it’s 
still five minutes before six o’clock.” 

lather laughed as he shook my 
hand. “Youll have to wait more 
than five minutes, I’m afraid. You 
see, I got a special steak for you — 
never mind how — and I was taking 
no chances on cooking it and having 
you fail to show up. Come on into 
the kitchen and watch your supper 
in the making!” 

In the kitchen I was introduced to 
Professor Goode, who teaches music 
and English in the local high school. 


“The Professor is not a Catholic,” 
said Father Bowman; “but he has 
started taking instructions. And he 
graciously volunteered to help me 
cook supper tonight. Now, Father, 
Pll show you the place and your 
room and you can just make your- 
self comfortable while «ze work.” 

When I strolled back into the 
kitchen a few minutes later, Father 
and the Professor were holding a 
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conference over the steak. Father 
was for cooking the steak ‘as 1s,” 
while the Professor was all in favor 
of first hammering out any possible 
toughness. Since 1 was supposed to 
eat the steak, I thought it wise to 
agree with the Professor, and with 
my help he won his point. Well, 
sir! after spreading the steak out on 
a board and procuring a carpenter’s 
hammer, the Professor proceeded to 
beat that hapless piece of bovine 
flesh unmercifully. 


About two hours later supper was 
ready. I do not mean to infer that 
it required that much time to cook 
the steak. Oh, no; there were also 
potatoes to be cooked! 

I did not mind this delay because 
it gave me time to think. As I 
watched this youthful priest happily 
slicing the potatoes, stirring the 
gravy, pouring the coffee, I could not 
help but admire him. Here was a 
priest who had had many years of 
schooling in the languages and 
sciences, in philosophy and theology, 
who had traveled widely and success- 
fully as a missionary; who had even 
been a major in the army — here 


he was in a little town in the Missis- 
sippi Delta joyfully cooking his own 
food, a thing he had become accus- 
tomed to doing since he first came 
to Mound Bayou to live. But why 
was he here? The answer 1s: To 
save souls! 

Mound Bayou is located in Bol- 
var County on highway 61 about 100 
miles south of Memphis, Tenn., and 
50 miles north of Greenville, Miss. 
It is one of the few all-Negro towns 
in the United States. Not one white 
person lives within its confines; the 
mayor is a Negro, the town marshall 
is a Negro, the postmaster, the doc- 
tors, the teachers, the store owners, 
managers and clerks — all are Ne- 
groes. Mound Bayou was founded 
back in 1887 by Isaiah Montgom- 
ery, an ex-slave, and Benjamin 
Green, his cousin. This section was 
a swampy wilderness at that time, 
and land was selling at $7.00 an 
acre. Many were the difficulties and 
disappointments, but the pioneers, 
gradually joined by others, strug- 
gled on, clearing the land, draining 
the swamps, planting crops and 
building homes. The settlement 
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was incorporated as a town in 1890. 


Today, Mound Bayou has a popu- 
lation of about one thousand, with 
other hundreds of Negroes living in 
the immediate vicinity. It is a regu- 
lar stop on the Yazoo, Mississippi 
Valley Railroad. It has its own rail- 
road station, its own postoffice, its 
own grade school and high school. 
It boasts some twenty-five business 
establishments, a large clinic and a 
55-bed hospital. There are five 
churches in town, but until a few 
‘months ago there was no Catholic 
church. 

A little over a year ago, the Most 
Reverend Richard O. Gerow, D.D., 
Bishop of Natchez, asked the Fa- 
thers of the Divine Word to send a 
priest to Mound Bayou to open a mis- 
sion. The choice of the superiors 
fell upon Father Bowman. 


Ordained to the priesthood at St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint 
Louis, Mississippi, in 1939, Father 
Bowman served as assistant pastor of 
St. Benedict’s Church in Duson, La., 
for two years, and of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church in Lafayette, 
La., for one year, during which time 
he supervised the building of St. 
John Vianney Church and School in 
Mouton Switch, La., a mission of 
Lafayette. 


From 1942 until 1946 Father 
28 


Bowman served his country as an 
army chaplain, first with the 92nd 
Infantry Division in this country and 
then with the 93rd Infantry Divi- 
sion in the Pacific. During the two 
years he was overseas, Father was 
decorated with the Bronze Star and 
three battle ribbons. He left the 
service with the rank of-major. Fa- 
ther Bowman is still a Reserve Army 
Officer and, since it had been 
announced that the Government was 
considering building a 200-bed 
veterans’ hospital in Mound Bayou, 
everybody thought Father’s appoint- 
ment particularly appropriate. 

So last June (1949) Father Bow- 
man went to Mound Bayou and be- 
came the first Negro Catholic pastor 
in Mississippi. Mound Bayou’s 
Harvard-educated Mayor Benjamin 
Green, son of one of the founders 
of the town, was very much in- 
terestedin the new project, and 
generously donated five acres of land 
for the new mission. Bishop Gerow 
purchased five more acres, making 
a total of ten, and Father Bowman 
set to work with a will. 

Since leaving the service in 1946, 
Father Bowman had been giving 
missions and retreats in various 
parts of the country, and had thus 
made many new friends. These now 
helped him in his new venture with 
their prayers, their money donations, 
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their gifts of church and house 
furnishings — one man in Minne- 
sota, a carpenter, even built an altar 
and sent it to the new mission. 


With the funds he had gathered, 
augmented by substantial donations 
from Bishop Gerow and the South- 
ern Provincial of the Society of the 
Divine Word, the Very Rev. Wil- 
liam Bauer, S.V. D., Father Bow- 
man built St. Gabriel’s Mission. It 
is an attractive one-story red brick 
. building, a combination chapel and 
rectory. The chapel will seat about 
fifty people; the rectory has four 
rooms and bath. 


St. Gabriel’s Mission was dedi- 
cated on Sunday, December 18, 
1949, by Bishop Gerow in the pres- 
ence of Father Provincial Bauer and 
twelve other Catholic priests from 
various parts of Mississippi, and a 
large gathering of both Catholics 
and non-Catholics. The little chapel 
was overcrowded, with many peo- 
ple standing outside, unable to get 
in. Approximately 150 persons 
were present, including Mayor 
Green and other prominent citizens 
of Mound Bayou. 


Father Bowman found ten Catho- 
lics in Mound Bayou and vicinity. A 
young Catholic doctor and his wife 
from Louisiana moved in soon after 
Father arrived, bringing the congre- 
gation up to twelve. Three other 
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persons are now under instructions 
and will be received into the Church 
soon. And Father, urged on both 
by children and by their parents who 
are favorably disposed, and relying 
on the prayers and financial help of 
interested friends and benefactors*, 
is already making plans for opening 
a modest mission school wherein the 
children of Mound Bayou will be 
taught not only how to make a liv- 
ing but how to live for God. 


And that is the story of a Negro 
Catholic priest in an all-Negro 
town. But, now, to get back to that 
steak for which I was so patiently 
(?) waiting. For the benefit of my 
readers, I must admit that I did 
finally get comfortably close to that 
steak, or at least to a part of it, 
for by this time both Father and 
the Professor had decided that they 
also wanted a “stake” in that steak. 
And to make matters worse (or bet- 
ter, according to whose viewpoint 
you take) Father Robert O’Leary 
from Clarksdale, Miss., dropped in 
just as we were about to divide that 
poor steak three ways. Oh, well, I 
wasn’t hankering after steak so much 
that night, anyway; all I wanted was 
just a taste. And that’s just what 
I got! 

*For anyone interested in helping Father, 
his address is: Rev. John Bowman, 5.V.D., 


St. Gabriel’s Mission, Box 56, Mound Bayou, 
Miss. 
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persons are now under instructions 
and will be received into the Church 
soon. And Father, urged on both 
by children and by their parents who 
are favorably disposed, and relying 
on the prayers and financial help of 
interested friends and benefactors*, 
is already making plans for opening 
a modest mission school wherein the 
children of Mound Bayou will be 
taught not only how to make a fn 
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Catholic priest in an all-Negro 
town. But, now, to get back to that 
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(7) waiting. For the benefit of my 
readers, I must admit that I did 
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the Professor had decided that they 
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And to make matters worse (or bet- 
ter, according to whose viewpoint 
you take) lather Robert O'Leary 
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DELEGATES FROM SOUTHERN SEMINARIES 
Seminarians attending the Catholic Action Institute at Immaculata Seminary, Lafayette, 
La., last summer represented seven seminaries: St. John’s Home Missions Seminary, Little 
Rock, Ark.; Theological College of Catholic University, Washington, D.C.; Notre Dame Sem- 
inary, New Orleans, La.; St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, Md.; St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss.; St. Mary’s Seminary, La Porte, Tex.; and St. John’s Seminary, San 


CHRISTOCRATS 


Antonio, Tex. 


Joun LaBauve, S.V. D. 


@ Southern Seminarians are active in Catholic Action 
@ of the Interracial Variety 


Toward the close of the summer 
of 1948, a young seminarian, the 
Rev. Mr. Walter Melfi (now or- 
dained and a priest of the Diocese 
of Charleston, S. C.) surprised a 
group of southern seminarians and 
priests by addressing them as “Fel- 
low Christocrats!” 


The scene was a spacious confer- 
ence hall at St. Joseph’s Abbey, Cov- 
ington, La. For a moment, every 
face in the room beamed at the ob- 
vious connotation of the word 
“Christocrat.” However, the con- 
tents of the talk that followed re- 
vealed the salutation as nothing less 
than a challenge. After pointing out 
the widespread divorce of religion 
from life to be seen everywhere, the 


* Christocrat—one who is striving to estab- 
lish the rule of Christ in human lives and 
institutions. 
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speaker asked his listeners, in effect, 
““W hat are we going to do about it?” 

Mr. Melfi, the 1948 national 
chairman of the Seminarians’ Cath- 
olic Action Study movement, was 
speaking at the opening session of 
the first Catholic Action study week 
to be held exclusively for semina- 
rians of the South. Before the di- 
vision of the SCAS movement into 
six regions, two large study weeks 
had been held — one at Notre 
Dame, Indiana, which drew 150 
seminiarians, and the other at Mon- 
treal, Canada, attended by some 400 
seminarians from the United States 
and Canada. However, the .Mon- 
treal convention decided that annual 
regional study weeks would be better 
in the long run than periodical na- 
tional or international meets. First 
of all, a greater number of men 
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would be able to attend, because of 
the short distance to be traveled. 
Then, too, regional meetings would 
definitely facilitate the application 
of Catholic Action theory and prac- 
tice to local problems. Moreover, 
this arrangement would better foster 
that spirit of solidarity and neigh- 
borliness within a region, as well as 
‘the apostolic zeal which must ani- 
mate priests. 


It was especially this “neighbor- 
liness and solidarity” that the sem- 
inarians of Notre Dame Seminary, 
New Orelans, La. — who were 
hosts to the first southern meeting 
— sought to stress. They started 
out by inviting every seminary in 
the region; and this included St. 
Augustine’s Seminary at Bay St. 
Louis, Miss., which up to now has 
been exclusively devoted to the edu- 


cation of Negro aspirants for the 


priesthood. In other words, this 
southern regional study week was to 
be a real “homey get-together,” 
with all the neighbors present. Its 
purpose was to talk over in a calm 
manner the problems that confront 
the Church in the South in the light 
of our Christian principles. More- 
over, the seminarians were to discuss 
whether or not certain specialized 
movements of Catholic Action can 


be organized here with profit to the 
region. 


Now, although most of the speak- 
ers referred to the Negro in their 
talks (the Negro is inextricably in- 
volved in the warp and woof of 
American life), this first meeting 
did not treat explicitly the problems 
arising from the traditional racial 
situation in the South. In fact, the 
whole idea of Negroes even attend- 
ing such a convention on an equal 
basis with their white brethren — 
with no segregation at conferences, 
in chapel, at meals, or in sleeping 
quarters — was something unheard 
of, and might well be considered 
still in the realm of experiment. 
However (as if this needed to be 
mentioned), everything was carried 
out in a very normal manner. Spi- 
ritualized “southern hospitality,” or 
plain Christian charity, was at its 
best. It was found (and this is for 
the benefit of the unconvinced) — 
to the everlasting credit and honor 
of the future priests of the South — 
that the attitude of one truly Chris- 
tian person toward another is in- 
fluenced not at all by such accidentals 
as climatic conditions, geographical 
location, or the color of the skin. 
That there are such men, such true 
Christians (and many of them!) in 
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speaker asked his listeners, in effect, 
“What are we going to do about it?” 

Mr. Melfi, the 1948 national 
chairman of the Seminarians’ Cath- 
olic Action Study movement, was 
speaking at the opening session of 
the first Catholic Action study week 
to be held exclusively for semina- 
rians of the South. Before the di- 
vision of the SCAS movement into 
six regions, two large study weeks 
had been held — one at Notre 
Dame, Indiana, which drew 150 
seminiarians, and the other at Mon- 
treal, Canada, attended by some 400 
seminarians from the United States 
and Canada. However, the .Mon- 
treal convention decided that annual 
regional study weeks would be better 
in the long run than periodical na- 
tional or international meets. First 
of all, a greater number of men 
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would be able to attend, because of 
the short distance to be traveled. 
Then, too, regional meetings would 
definitely facilitate the application 
of Catholic Action theory and prac- 
tice to local problems. Moreover, 
this arrangement would better foster 
that spirit of solidarity and neigh- 
borliness within a region, as well as 
the apostolic zeal which must ani- 
mate priests. 

It was especially this “neighbor 
liness and solidarity” that the sem- 
inarians of Notre Dame Seminary, 


be organized here with profit to the 
region. 

Now, although most of the speak- 
ers referred to the Negro in their 
talks (the Negro is inextricably in- 
volved in the warp and woof of 
American life), this first meeting 
did not treat explicitly the problems 
arising from the traditional racial 
situation in the South. In fact, the 
whole idea of Negroes even attend 
ing such a convention on an equal 
basis with their white brethren — 
with no segregation at conferences, 
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the South augurs most favorably 
for a successful solution and happy 
termination of such social problems 
as have beclouded the spiritual hori- 
zon of the Church in the South and 
have, at times, actually impeded her 
progress. 

For the 1949 meeting, which was 
held during the first week of August 
at the newly erected Immaculata 
Seminary, Lafayette, La., the Semi- 
narian Catholic Action Students — 
with the chairmanship at Notre 
Dame. Seminary again — joined 
hands with several Diocesan Rural 
Life Directors of this region for a 
combination Rural Life-Catholic 
Action Institute. The Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Hubert Lerschen, Rural 
Life Director for Lafayette, directed 
the institute. 


Two specialists in the field of 
Catholic Action in the United States 
headed the list of speakers. They 
were the Rev. Edward O’Rourke, 
Newman Club-Young Christian Stu- 
dents chaplain at the University 
of Illinois, and Mr. Eugene Geiss- 
ler of Notre Dame University, who 
is a leading figure in the Young 
Christian Farmer movement. Both 
were flanked by able men in their 
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SEMINARIAN DELE- 
GATES WERE LODGED in 
the dormitory of Lafayette’s 
Immaculata Seminary. 
Such things as race and 
color were forgotten in the 
periods of relaxation as well 
as inthe serious meetings 
of the convention 


respective fields. Among these, Dr. 
Thomas J. Arceneaux, K.S.G., dean 
of the college of agriculture at 
Southwest Louisiana Institute, La- 
fayette, comes in for special mention. 
He gave the future priests many 
valuable “tips” on priest-farmer re- 
lations, and he was responsible also 
for an interesting field trip to the 
SLI farm. | 

On two days during the institute, 
the first conference of the morning 
was devoted to a consideration of 
“Education and the Negro” and 
“Race Relations in the South.” The 
talks were given by Rev. Clarence 
J. Howard, S.V.D., editor of Sr. 
AucustTINE’s MessENGER, Bay St. 
Louis, Miss. This young colored 
priest has devoted much of his time 
and energy to race relations in gene- 
ral, as well as to the subject of Ne- 
gro education, especially as these 
concern the South where the major- 
ity of Negroes still dwell. There- 
fore, he was exceptionally well 
equipped for the task entrusted to 
him. 

Among other things, Father 
Howard answered objections which 
are usually brought against the 

(Continued on page 41) 


Flint-Goodridge Hospital of Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 
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Tuappeus Boucree, S.V. D. 


@ Looking after the Negro’s health 


Suppose a colored Catholic girl 
in New Orleans or in that southern 
vicinity wished to attend a Catholic 
nursing school, where would she go? 
Some place far away from home 
would be her destination, because 
there is in New Orleans no exclu- 
sively colored Catholic nursing 
school, and the other: Catholic nurs- 
ing schools do not as yet admit 
colored students. But, suppose the 
girl does not want to go very far 
from home. She could then attend 
the nurses’ school at Flint-Good- 
ridge Hospital of Dillard Univer- 
sity. There, together with girls 
from many parts of the nation, she 
would be given a first-class course 
in nursing, on a college level. 

In 1932 Flint-Goodridge Hospi- 
tal was built at a cost of approxi- 
mately half a million dollars. It 1s 
a 100-bed institution, located at 24- 
25 Louisiana Avenue, New Orleans, 
La. Its purpose is, first,“to serve 
the health needs of the community 
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as widely and as efficiently as Possi- 
ble for an institution of its size.’ 

Secondly, it aims “to provide edu- 
cational facilities for Negro physi- 


Helping a young patient with his lessons 
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Some place far away from home 
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there is in New Orleans no exclu- 
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from many parts of the nation, she 
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Flint-Goodridge Hospital of Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 
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as widely and as efficiently as possi 
ble for an institution of its size.” 
Secondly, it aims “to provide edu 
cational facilities for Negro physi 


Helping a voung patient with his lessons 


A student nurse caring for a patient 


cians, nurses, and other hospital per- 
sonnel.” 

However, a tragic event took 
place about 1934. This was the 
closing of the school of nursing at 
Flint-Goodridge. The decision was 
necessitated by the dearth of funds 
requisite to supply needed facilities. 
Happily, in 1942, Dillard Universi- 
ty added a course in nursing to its 
regular curriculum. Since then 
there has been a steady stream of 
trained nurses taking their places in 
many communities in the South as 
well as in the North. One has but 
to meet some of the Dillard gradu- 
ate nurses and see them at work, and 
he will realize that Flint-Goodridge 
Hospital is doing a splendid job. 

This Hospital also offers post- 
graduate courses conducted by pro- 
fessors of Tulane, Louisiana State 
Medical Schools, and outstanding 
Negro Physicians. Since 1936 more 
than 400 doctors have attended one 
or more of these courses. 

Many doctors have been given a 
chance to make their internship at 
Flint-Goodridge. 

There is also a clinic for out- 
patients. A small fee is usually 
charged for clinical care, but free 
service is not denied those who are 
too poor to pay. 
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The social service department 
renders much assistance to clinic 
patients. Students from the Atlan- 
ta University School of Social 
Science use the hospital for field 
work placement. 


Flint-Goodridge’s department of 
pharmacy, which has filled over a 
hundred thousand prescriptions, is 
under the direction of a registered 
and experienced pharmacist. This 
department also offers an opportuni- 
ty to a senior student of pharmacy 
from Xavier University to get ex- 
perience in the operation of a hospt- 
tal pharmacy. 


In 1947 the department of medi- 
cal records received recognition 


when the American Association of 
Medical Records Librarians chose 
Flint-Goodridge Hospital as one of 
the institutions in which to conduct 
a seminar on medical records. 
Flint-Goodridge has a rather im- 


posing list of doctors on its staff. 
Among the outstanding ones are, Dr. 
C. C. Haydel, chief of the surgical 
staff, and Dr. Rivers Frederick, con- 
sultant. The superintendent of the 
institution is Mr. C. C. Weil. 

The one thing that is preventing 
this hospital from accomplishing 


The right wing of the Nurses’ Home 
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more than it is doing at the present 
is the lack of sufficient financial 
backing and assistance. Given more 
of this help, Flint-Goodridge will 
be able to hold its head up alongside 
any similar institution anywhere in 
the country. 


Though Flint-Goodridge is not 
a Catholic hospital, the Catholic 
patients are in no way neglected. 
Priests from Holy Ghost Catholic 
Church, just a few blocks away, care 
for the spiritual needs of the Catho- 
lics. These Fathers, members of 
the Congregation of the Holy Ghost, 
try to be of service to all the patients, 
regardless of creed — a smile here, 
a kind word there, a bit of solid re- 
ligious advice, a consoling prayer. 
Anyone, spending even a short time 
at Flint-Goodridge, can learn from 
first hand experience how valuable 
is the attention of these priests to 
the patients. 


During the summer of 1949 the 
major seminarians of Saint Augus- 
tine’s Seminary visited Flint-Good- 
ridge Hospital. While there, they 
tried to cheer up the patients and 
to take their minds off their bodily 
ills for a few minutes, by singing 
for them. The patients were 
grateful. 


In the Hospital’s Baby Ward 


It seems to this writer that Flint- 
Goodridge Hospital in New Orleans 
is doing pioneer work in a field too 
long neglected in the South — try- 
ing to provide adequate hospitaliza- 
tion for Negroes. 


DOCTOR C.C. HAYDEL 
who was recently appointed chief of the 
Flint-Goodridge Hospital’s surgical staff. Dr. 
Haydel is a Catholic and an active Knight 
of St. Peter Claver 
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A student nurse caring for a patient 


cians, nurses, and other hospital per- 
sonnel.” 

However, a tragic event took 
place about 1934. This was the 
closing of the school of nursing at 
I'lint-Goodridge. The decision was 
necessitated by the dearth of funds 
requisite to supply needed facilities. 
Happily, in 1942, Dillard Universi- 
ty added a course in nursing to Its 
regular curriculum. Since then 
there has been a steady stream of 
trained nurses taking their places in 
many communities in the South as 
well as in the North. One has but 
to meet some of the Dillard gradu- 
ate nurses and see them at work, and 
he will realize that Ilint-Goodridge 
Hospital is doing a splendid job. 

This Hospital also offers post- 
graduate courses conducted by pro- 
fessors of Tulane, Louisiana State 
Medical Schools, and outstanding 
Negro Physicians. Since 1936 more 
than 400 doctors have attended one 
or more of these courses. 

Many doctors have been given a 
chance to make their internship a 
I lint-Goodridge. 

There is also a clinic for out- 
patients. A small fee is usually 
charged for clinical care, but free 
service is not denied those who are 
too poor to pay. 
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The social service department 
renders much assistance to clinic 
patients. Students from the Atlan- 
ta University School of Social 
Science tse the hospital for field 
work placement. 

Flint-Goodridge’s department of 
pharmacy, which has filled over a 
hundred thousand prescriptions, 1s 
under the direction of a registered 
and experienced pharmacist. This 
department also offers an opportunt- 
ty to a senior student of pharmacy 
from Xavier University to get ex- 
perience in the operation of a hosp1- 
tal pharmacy. 

In 1947 the department of medh- 
cal records received recognition 
when the American Association of 
Medical Records Librarians chose 
I lint-Goodridge Hospital as one of 
the institutions in which to conduct 
a seminar on medical records. 

I‘lint-Goodridge has a rather 1m- 
posing list of doctors on its staff. 
Among the outstanding ones are, Dr. 
C. C. Haydel, chief of the surgical 
staff, and Dr. Rivers I’rederick, con- 
sultant. The superintendent of the 
institution is Mr. C. C. Weil. 

The one thing that 1s preventing 
this hospital from accomplishing 
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In the Hospital’s Baby Ward 


more than it is doing at the present 
is the lack of sufficient financial 
backing and assistance. Given more 
of this help, Flint-Goodridge will 
be able to hold its head up alongside 
any similar institution anywhere in 
the country. 

Though FI lint-Goodridge is not 
a Catholic hospital, the Catholic 
patients are in no way neglected. 
Priests from Holy Ghost Catholic 
Church, just a few blocks away, care 
for the spiritual needs of the Catho- 
lics. These Fathers, members of 
the Congregation of the Holy Ghost, 
try to be of service to all the patients, 
regardless of creed — a smile here, 
2 kind word there, a bit of solid re- 
ligious advice, a consoling prayer. 
Anyone, spending even a short time 
at Flint-Goodridge, can learn from 
first hand experience how valuable 
is the attention of these priests to 
the patients. 

During the summer of 1949 the 
major seminarians of Saint Augus- 
tine’s Seminary visited Ilint-Good- 
ridge Hospital. While there, they 
tried to cheer up the patients and 
to take their minds off their bodily 
ills for a few minutes, by singing 
for them. The patients were 
grateful. 


It seems to this writer that | lint- 
Goodridge Hospital in New Orleans 
is doing pioneer work in a held too 
long neglected in the South — try- 
ing to provide adequate hospitaliza 


tion for Negroes. 
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DOCTOR C.C. HAYDEL 
who was recently appointed chief of the 
Flint-Goodridge Hospital’s surgical staff. Dr. 
Haydel is a Catholic and an active Knight 
of St. Peter Claver 
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Ordination 


“Friend, go up higher!” Sun- 
day, December 4, offered a joyful occa- 
sion for our seven theologians to answer 
that request to go up higher. They 
have gone up one step higher — nearer 
to their exalted goal, the Holy Priest- 
hood. Receiving the Tonsure were 
Fraters Thaddeus Boucree, S.V.D., 
Verlin Le Doux, S.V. D., and Gerald 
Lewis, S.V.D. Receiving the first two 
Minor Orders, the Order of Porter and 
the Order of Reader, were Fraters 
James Carter, $.V.D., John La Bauve, 
S.V. D., and Leonard Olivier, $.V. D. 
Frater Joseph Francis, $.V.D., re- 
ceived the Order of Exorcist and the 
Order of Acolyte — the two final steps 
before his ordinations to the Major 
Orders: Subdiaconate, Diaconate, and 
the Priesthood, to take place next year. 
Performing the Ordinations was Most 
Rev. Richard O. Gerow, D.D., Bishop 
of Natchez, Miss. 


Immaculate Conception 


“And the stain of original sin 
is not found in Thee.” Our Lady’s great 
Feast Day was celebrated in our tradi- 
tional seminary style, with Solemn*High 
Mass and Sermon. Celebrant of the 
Mass was Father Joseph Eckert, the 
Deacon was Father Lawrence Hoeffler, 
and the Subdeacon was Father Max 
Williams. Father Hoeffler preached 
the sermon in which he showed how 
sensible and reasonable is the doctrine 
of the Immaculate Conception. The 
jubilant polyphonic Mass “Rosa Mys- 
tica’ was sung by the Fraters’ Seminary 
Choir. 


Apostolate of the Deaf 


“You have often heard of the 
Sunny South, the Deep South the Solid 
South, but tonight I want to tell about 
the ‘Silent South.’ I want to tell you 
about a world within a world.” With 
such words Father David Walsh, 
C.S.S.R., introduced his address to the 
community of St. Augustine’s on the 
subject of deaf mutes. Using St. Louis 
as the dividing line between North and 
South, Father Walsh is the only active 
priest apostle to deaf mutes, both white 
and colored, in the South. For nearly 


St. Augustine’s Seminary, Ray Sai 


Conducted by the Society of 
for the training of Negro as 


two hours Father Walsh held the un- 
divided attention of the community. He 
spoke about his methods and his experi- 
ences in this work. He even told stories 
in the sign language, translating them 
at the same time into the spoken word. 

The members of the community were 
so fascinated that during the next few 
days some of them could be seen trying 
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to talk with their hands. 

The community pledged that they 
would assist Father in his great work 
at least by their prayers. 


Homeward Bound 


“T’ll be home for Christmas.” Don’t 
ask why the students wear shining faces 
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around Christmas time. The joyous 
thought of again being with the whole 
family gathered around the dining table 
or in the parlor could brighten up even 
a Greek book. No sooner had the bell 
chimed the end of classes for December 
than some students were on their merry 
way to the bus station, bidding Merry 
Christmas to all. One little student re- 
marked that the bell that would’ve 
summoned him to work then sounded 
like “Jingle Bells.” ...A tempestuous 
rush and the students had gone home 
for the holidays. The building shrank 
back to normal shape and Father Pre- 
fect heaved a sigh — his Santa Claus 
days are over. 


A Beard? 


The community really enjoyed a 
good laugh when Father Charles Erb, 
S.V.D., walked into the auditorium 
looking like an old gray-bearded mis- 
sionary (a gray beard and a full head 
of dark brown hair just don’t go to- 
gether). In his jovial way Father Erb 
told us of his and Mr. Joseph des 
Bordes’ 8000 miles of travels and ex- 
periences in the U.S. Mr. des Bordes 
is the native African teacher who came 
to the States with Father Erb some 
months ago. The purpose of their tour 
was to get firsthand information on the 
Catholic Lay Apostolate in the United 
States. This information will come in 
handy in forming their own Lay Apos- 
tolate in the Gold Coast, Africa. 

A word on the fun side of the mis- 
sionaries’ life was climaxed with Father 
Erb wearing -his “Porky Pig” and 
“Chief Wahoo” masks for us. 

The talk was followed by a movie on 
the life and work of our African mis- 
sionary priests, Brothers and Sisters, 
and the customs of the people of the 
Gold Coast. 

Father Erb recommends his work to 
your prayers. 


Christmas Preparation 


In order to celebrate CHRIST- 
MAS, the Nativity of Jesus, every year 
we hold a public novena in preparation 
for the great feast. In it we remem- 
bered you, dear Readers, and your inten- 
tions in a special way. 
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Ordination 


“Friend, go up higher!’ Sun- 
day, December 4, offered a joyful occa- 
sion for our seven theologians to answer 
that request to go up higher. They 
have gone up one step higher — nearer 
to their exalted goal, the Holy Priest- 
hood. Receiving the Tonsure were 
raters Thaddeus Boucrée, $.V. D., 
Verlin Le Doux, S.V.D., and Gerald 
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James Carter, S.V.D., John La Bauve, 
S.V.D., and Leonard Olivier, $.V. D. 
Frater Joseph Francis, $.V.D.,_ re- 
ceived the Order of Exorcist and the 
Order of Acolyte — the two final steps 
before his ordinations to the Major 
Orders: Subdiaconate, Diaconate, and 
the Priesthood, to take place next year. 
Performing the Ordinations was Most 
Rey. Richard O, Gerow, D.D., Bishop 
of Natchez, Miss. 


Immaculate Conception 


“And the stain of original sin 
is not found in Thee.” Our Lady’s great 
Feast Day was celebrated in our tradi- 
tional seminary stvle, with Solemn: High 
Mass and Sermon. Celebrant of the 
Mass was Father Joseph Hckert, the 
Deacon was Father Lawrence Hoeffler, 


and the Subdeacon was Father Max 
Williams. lather Iloeffler preached 
the sermon in which he showed how 


sensible and reasonable is the doctrine 
of the Immaculate Conception. The 
jubilant polyphonic Mass “Kosa /ys- 
fica’ was sung by the Fraters’ Seminary 
Choir. 


Apostolate of the Deaf 


“Vou have often heard of the 
Sunny South, the Deep South the Solid 
South, but tonight | want to tell about 
the ‘Silent South.” [ want to tell you 
about a world within a world.” With 
such words Father David Walsh, 
C.S.S.R., introduced his address to the 
community of St. .\ugustine’s on the 
subject of deaf mutes. Using St. Louis 
as the dividing line between North and 
South, Father Walsh is the only active 
priest apostle to deaf mutes, both white 
and colored, in the South. For nearly 


36 


two hours Father Walsh held the un- 
divided attention of the community. He 
spoke about his methods and his experi- 
ences in this work. He even told stories 
in the sign language, translating them 


at the same time into the spoken word. 

The members of the community were 
so fascinated that during the next few 
days some of them could be seen trying 
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around Christmas time. The joyous 
thought of again being with the whole 
family gathered around the dining table 
or in the parlor could brighten up even 
a Greek book. No sooner had the hell 
chimed the end of classes for December 
than some students were on their merry 
way to the bus station, bidding Merry 
Christmas to all. One little student re 
marked that the bell that would've 
summoned him to work then sounded 
like “Jingle Bells.” ....\ tempestuous 
rush and the students had gone home 
for the holidavs. The building shrank 
hack to normal shape and Father Pre- 
fect heaved a sigh his Santa Claus 
days are over. 


A Beard? 

The community really enjoyed a 
good laugh when Father Charles Erb, 
S.V.D., walked into the auditorium 
looking like an old gray-bearded mis- 
sionary (a grav beard and a full head 
of dark brown hair just don't go to- 
gether). In his jovial way Father lrb 
told us of his and Mr. Joseph des 
Bordes’ 8000 miles of travels and ex- 
periences in the U.S. Mr. des Bordes 
is the native .\frican teacher who came 
to the States with Father [rh some 
months ago. The purpose of their tour 
was to get firsthand information on the 
Catholic Lay -\postolate in the United 
States. This information will come in 
handy in forming their own Lay .\pos 
tolate in the Gold Coast, .\frica. 

\ word on the fun side of the mis 
sionaries’ life was climaxed with athe: 
rh wearing his “Porky Vie’ and 
“Chief Wahoo” masks for us 

The talk was followed by a movie on 
the life and work of our .\frican mis 
sionary priests, Lrothers and Sisters, 
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for the great feast. In it we remem- 
hered you, dear Readers, and your inten- 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE 


FRANK J. Forp 


A TRIBUTE 


Westbrook Pegler, widely read col- 
umnist, pays a warm compliment to one 
of New York’s smallest but most mili- 
tant papers for its efforts in behalf of 
the Negroes of that city. “I read occa- 
sionally an earnest, pious, often angry 
little paper known as the Catholic Inter- 
Racialist,’ says Pegler. “It expresses 
the effort of a group of priests and lay- 
men in Harlem, one of the worst slums 
in the world, to awaken hope and con- 
fidence in the Negroes of this New 
York ghetto where vice, squalor, dis- 
crimination and communism have made 
terrible progress, and religion often is 
only a front for some further mockery 
by the Communists. Unlike some other 
appeals to the Negro,” he points out, 
“this one seems to me not to condone 
the extravagance in liquor, gambling 
and other frivolities which are over- 
looked or excused as ‘escapes’ by the 
sordid professionals of the political field 
of ‘welfare’ work. It appeals to his 
dignity and faith or the latent instinct 
for religion, and it fights for his right 
to a decent job according to his ability, 
neither overrating nor low-rating him 
because he is a Negro.” 


PLAIN WORDS 


The Rev. Michael J. McLaughlin, 
assistant pastor of St. Peter Claver’s 
Church of Brooklyn, delivers a blister- 
ing rebuke to all those who, either pas- 
sively or actively, assist in thwarting the 
Negro in his battle for full equality. 
“The Catholic Church teaches exactly 
the same things about the Negro as she 
teaches about any other human person- 
ality,” bluntly declares Father Mc- 
Laughlin. “The Church of Christ 
teaches that God, the Father, created 
the Negro; God, the Son, redeemed the 
Negro on the Cross; God, the .Holy 
Ghost, sanctifies the Negro through the 
saving grace of baptism. The Catholic 
Church teaches that the Negro is a 
creature, composed of body and soul, 


made to the image and likeness of God 
and intended by God-for a life of ever- 
lasting happiness with Himself in 
heaven. The lowest type of injustice 
against the Negro,” observes Father 
McLaughlin, “springs from the fallacy 
of racism which would dismiss the 
Negro race as an inferior people. The 
Catholic Church condemns that error. 
She plainly teaches as an essential doc- 
trine of her faith the unity of the hu- 
man race. If a person denies that 
Negroes have equal human rights with 
the rest of the human race and there- 
by formally excludes the Negro race 
from the human family, that person is 
a heretic. He has rejected the Faith of 
Christ. If a person admits in theory the 
fact that Negroes possess a real title to 
human rights but violates those rights 
in practice, that person commits a sin 
against the virtue of justice. If a per- 
son violates none of the Negro’s human 
rights, but yet maintains a feeling of 
hatred toward that race, expressed in 
various derogatory statements and dis- 
criminatory practices, that person com- 
mits a sin against the virtue of charity. 
Both~ science and faith,” he asserts 
flatly, “give ample evidence that all the 
peoples and races of man have a com- 
mon origin, and that they constitute one 
single great human family under God, 
our Father. As one family, they should 
be united in the bonds of love.” 


REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT 


The White Fathers of Africa have 
425 mission stations there today, an in- 
crease of 16 over the previous year. The 
baptized Catholic population of the mis- 
sion stations totals 2,371,232, an in- 
crease of well over 100,000. There were 


56,345 adult Baptisms and 103,806 
Baptisms of children, with 56,068 Bap- 
tisms administered to those in danger 
of death. Further, there are currently 
25 seminaries in Africa with 1,898 na- 
tive students, and during the year 19 
native priests were ordained. 


A Zealous Soul 


AntHONY BOURGES, S.V. D. 


With the death of Mrs. Edmond 
Babineaux, a great soul passed to her 
reward. She died after a very short 
illness, fortified by Confession, Holy 
Communion and Extreme Unction. 
F: Mrs. Babineaux was indeed one of the 
main pillars of our Mission in Mouton 
Switch, La., from its beginning there 
in 1934. 

At the start of our mission work, she 
opened her large house for the use of 
the children of the countryside. Here 
twice a week, the country children 
would gather for Catechism. And 
when the Father came from the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church, five 
miles away in Lafayette, to instruct ' = 
them, Mrs. Babineaux had already made on 


place for them to sit on every available Mrs, Babineaux with one of her grandsons 


chair and bench, and on boards on the day of his Confirmation 
stretched from one small barrel to 

“ another. For seven years she did this Through the years many were the 
work of charity for these poor children, different priests who taught Catechism 
and always did it cheerfully. or ministered in the chapel of Mouton 


On May 18, 1941, Mrs. Babineaux Switch. Mrs. Babineaux loved them 
was overjoyed at the privilege of hav- all, and would often inquire about them, 
ing Mass said in her home for the first after they had been transferred to other 
time. And from then on Mass was places. And I might mention that they, 
said there each Sunday to enable the too, loved her. For whenever occasion 
people more easily to fulfill their Sun- found them back for a visit — even 
day obligation. This zealous woman a short one —- they would go to see Mrs. 
saw to it that everything was clean and Babineaux to exchange good wishes and 
neat for Mass. to reminisce. 

The Babineaux home was used for At her funeral the little chapel could ; 

Mass and Catechism till July, 1942. At not contain the big crowd that came to 
that time a chapel in honor of St. John pay their last respects. Father Richard 
Vianney was blessed about a quarter of Winters, $.V.D., had her funeral and 
a mile away. ‘There the aged Mrs. Father Anthony Bourges, S.V. D., 
Babineaux trudged to Mass every Sun- preached the sermon. The Girl's Choir 
day (in late years with the help of a of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
cane, for one leg was partly paralyzed). sang for the funeral. 
Mass was said in the chapel only on At the time of her death Mrs. Ba- 
Sundays and Wednesdays. But when- bineaux was 76 years old. She is sur- 
ever there was the Wednesday Mass at _ vived by her husband, one son, three a 
the chapel, Mrs. Babineaux was always daughters, many grandchildren and a 
there. Hardly a time passed that she number of great-grandchildren. 

did not also go to Holy Communion on Hundreds of children and their par- 

those Sundays and Wednesdays. In ents of the Mouton Switch Settlement 

fact, the last Sunday she was up and owe much to this wonderful and chari- 
about, she trudged to Mass with her table soul, who made it possible for 
cane, went to Confession and received them to learn to know, love and serve 

Our Lord in Holy Communion. God better. May her soul rest in peace! 
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made to the image and likeness of God 
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crease of well over 100,000. There were 
56,345 adult Baptisms and 103,806 
Baptisms of children, with 56,068 Bap- 
tisms administered to those in danger 
of death. Further, there are currently 
25 seminaries in Africa with 1,898 na- 
tive students, and during the year 19 
native priests were ordained. 


Africa have 


sion 


A Zealous Soul 


Antruony Bources, S.V. D. 

With the death of Mrs. Edmond 
Jabineaux, a great soul passed to her 
reward. She died after a very short 
illness, fortified by Confession, Holy 
Communion and Extreme Unction. 
Mrs. Babineaux was indeed one of the 
main pillars of our Mission in Mouton 
Switch, La., from its beginning there 
in 1934. 

At the start of our mission work, she 
opened her large house for the use of 
the children of the countryside. Here 
twice a week, the country children 
would gather for Catechism. And 
when the Father came from the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church, five 
miles away in Lafayette, to instruct 
them, MIrs. Babineaux had already made 
place for them to sit on every available 
chair and bench, and on_ boards 
stretched from one small barrel to 
another. For seven years she did this 


work of charity for these poor children, 


and always did it cheerfully. 

Qn May 18, 1941, Mrs. Babineaux 
was overjoyed at the privilege ot hav- 
ine Alass said in her home tor the first 
time. .\nd from then on Mass was 
said there each Sunday to enable the 
people more easily to fulfill their Sun- 
day obligation. This zealous woman 
saw to it that everything was clean and 
neat for Mass. 

The Babineaux home was used for 
Mass and Catechism till July, 1942. At 
that time a chapel in honor of St. John 
Vianney was blessed about a quarter of 
a mile away. There the aged Mrs. 
Babineaux trudged to Mass every Sun- 
day (in late years with the help of a 
cane, for one leg was partly paralyzed ). 
Mass was said in the chapel only on 
Sundays and Wednesdays. But when- 
ever there was the Wednesday Mass at 
the chapel, Mrs. Babineaux was always 
there. Hardly a time passed that she 
did not also go to Holy Communion on 
those Sundays and Wednesdays. In 
fact, the last Sunday she was up and 
about, she trudged to Mass with her 
cane, went to Confession and received 
Our Lord in Holy Communion. 


Mrs. Babineaux with one of her grandsons 


on the day of his Confirmation 


Through the vears many were the 
different priests who taught Catechism 
or ministered in the chapel of Mouton 
Switch, Mrs. Babineaux loved them 
all, and would often inquire about them, 
atter they had heen transferred to other 
places. And [ might mention that they, 
too, loved her. 
found them 
a short one 


for whenever oceasion 


hack for a visit 
they would va ta see Ars. 
Babineaux to exchange good wishes and 
to reminisce. 

\t her funeral the little chapel could 
not contain the Ing crowd 


evel 


that came to 
pay their last respects. Father Richard 
Winters, S.V.D.. had her funeral and 
lather \nthony Bourges, SV. D., 
preached the sermon, The Girl's Choir 
of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
sang for the funeral. 

At the time of her death 
bineaux was 76 years old. 
vived by her husband, 
daughters, many 


Church 


ane 
erandechildren and 
number of great-grandchildren. 
Hundreds of children and their par- 
ents of the Mouton Switch Settlement 
owe much to this wonderful and chari- 
table soul, who made it possible for 
them to learn to know, love and serve 
God better. May her soul rest in peace! 


SCITT, 
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‘Onole and Unquote . 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


No Retreat 


“All of us who are here tonight have 
a deep interest in a great enterprise — 
the extension of freedom and oppor- 
tunity to all our citizens without racial 
or religious discrimination. The people 
of this country have made much pro- 
gress in this cause. We are awakened 
as never before to the true meaning of 
equality. We are going to continue to 
advance in our program of bringing 
equal rights and equal opportunities to 
all citizens. In that great cause there is 
no retreat and no retirement... .” 

President Harry S. Truman 

addressing the 

National Council of Negro Women 


Segregation an Insult 


“Racial segregation as a compulsory 
and rigidly enforced system is opposed 
to the spirit of Christ and to demo- 
cratic society because it is an abiding 
insult to the segregated group. It stunts 
the growth of the Christ-life in those 
who practice it.... 

“Is racial segregation ever morally 
justifiable in a Christian democracy? 
Let’s come down out of the theoretical 
clouds and look at the realistic facts of 
our community. We challenge anyone 
to show us racial segregation in New 
Orleans which is not discriminatory and 
unjust.” 

THE CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE 
publication of 

N. O.-Regional Interracial Committee 
Nat'l Federation of Catholic 

College Students 


Progress on College Campuses 


“Here in Washington, students of 
Howard University recently played host 
to a small delegation from Yale Uni- 
was an exchange visit, planned after the 
spring visit of Howard students at New 
versi 


infin : — 


and Smith College. The trip 


Haven and Northhampton. The suc- 
cess of these two projects may well lead 
to similar exchanges on a wider scale. 

“Another encouraging event on the 
educational front must be credited to 
Detroit’s Wayne University. At a 
meeting of the National Students As- 
sociation, more than 100 students from 
five States — Michigan, Ohio, New 
York, Indiana, and Illinois — took con- 
nizance of racial and religious discrimi- 
nation on college campuses and ex- 
pressed a genuine desire to end it. 

“In St. Louis — there appeared 
another sign of increasing social con- 
sciousness on the part of young men 
and women. At Washington Universi- 
ty, Southern students voted more than 
2 to 1 in favor of admitting Negroes to 
the undergraduate school. 

“Twelve Negroes recently entered the 
graduate school of the University of 
Kentucky, the first of their race to 
attend this State-supported institution. 
This happened after a Federal District 
Court order, but University officials 
went beyond the directive of the court 
by banning such practices as classroom 
or library segregation in the graduate 


.and professional schools where Negroes 


are enrolled. 

“A prominent educator, Dr. Sarah 
Gibson Blanding, president of Vassar 
College, recently declared that she wel- 
comes Negro students to her institution, - 
and hopes that more will come. 

“All of you, of course, know of the 
forward stand taken by a great women’s 
educational association, the American 
Association of University Women, with 
reference to membership requirements. 
It voted in favor of admission on the 
basis of scholastic attainment only — 
and went on record as opposing qauli- 
fication based on color, creed, race.” 


Hon. Maurice J. Tobin 


Ud. Secrelary of Tahoe 


Rev. Charles Keenan, S.J., managing 
editor of America, declared recently in 
a forum held at the Catholic Interracial 
Center in New York, N.Y., that Cath- 
olics in Ireland have been “disagreeably 
surprised” by the anti-Negro attitude 
shown by some Catholics of Irish birth 
or descent in the United States. 

The Belfast-born Jesuit, who is 
chaplain of the John Boyle O’Reilly 
Committee for Interracial Justice, re- 
turned from a two months’ visit to 
Ireland during which he interviewed 
many Irish notables, including Arch- 
bishop John F. D’Alton, of Armagh, 
Primate of all Ireland, and Premier 
John A. Costello. 

“T was greatly struck by the interest 
displayed. in the race problem in the 
United States,” Father Keenan told the 
forum. “Several times the topic was 
raised spontaneously. It was always 
assumed, as a matter of course, that 
there could be only one attitude toward 
the Negro in America — the attitude 
that he is to be treated in accordance 
with human dignity and the require- 
ments of the Christian conscience.” 

The prevailing sentiment of Irish 
Catholics, Father Keenan declared, was 
that it is “inconceivable how anyone 
with a Christian and Irish background 
could condone the injustice of discrimi- 
nation.” He said that “one journalist 
told me with pained indignation of the 
prejudicial attitude he had encountered 
in a returned Irish-American.” 

On the other hand, Father Keenan 
asserted, he found “an intense interest 
and sympathy” among the students of 
two seminaries to whom he outlined the 
principles and work of the Catholic 
Interracial Councils in New York, 
Detroit and other large cities through- 
out the United States. ‘ 

“T believe it is very important,” Fa- 
ther Keenan commented, “to give sem- 
inarians in Ireland, especially those who 
may be sent to this country after ordi- 
nation, some idea of the social prob- 
lems, especially in the field of race rela- 
tions, that they will encounter. 


Irish Leaders Condemn Color Line 


(Interracial Review News S ervice) 


“Otherwise, they might find them- 
selves sadly confused, particularly when 
they meet Irish-American Catholics 
who have absorbed racial attitudes ut- 
terly at variance with the traditions of 
Irish Catholicism.” 

As an instance of interracial goodwill 
in Ireland, Father Keenan cited the fact 
that when a meeting was held in Dublin 
to form an association of African stu- 
dents, both Lord Mayor Cormack 
Breatnach, a member of Dail Eireann, 
and Minister of Justice Sean MacEoin, 
were among the principal speakers. 

“In their speeches,” Father Keenan 
said, “these leaders made it plain that 
in their view all men, irrespective of 
race or color, were entitled to equal 
treatment. Any other attitude, they 
they said, would be unworthy of the 
Irish and Catholic traditions of the 
country.” 


CHRISTOCRATS 
(Continued from page 32) 


acceptance of Negroes into Catholic 
schools. It was his opinion that 
“Catholics should take the lead, be- 
ginning at the college level, in ad- 
mitting Negroes. The objection 
that this is against the law is, as far 
as Catholic schools. are concerned, 
unfounded, and to segregate a man 
merely because of his color is as fool- 
ish as segregating a man because he 
has red hair or a bald head.” 

It is a known fact, as Father 
Howard pointed out, that only four 
states — Kentucky, Oklahoma, Ten- 
nessee, and Florida — have written 
laws forbidding the education of 
Negroes and whites together in any 
school, whether public or private. 
The laws of other Southern states 
simply mention public or tax-sup- 
ported schools. However, recent 
Supreme Court decisions have de- 
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clared such laws unconstitutional — 
if they prevent equal educational 
opportunities to which the Negro has 
a right as a tax-payer and an Ameri- 
can citizen. The decision itself, 
however, amounts to this: “Equal, 
if separate.” Therefore, it is still 
to some extent a compromise. How- 
ever, it is to be hoped that it will 
not require a positive command of 
civil authorities to make Catholics 
realize that to perpetuate the present 
educational system is decidedly un- 
Christian and undemocratic. 


Moreover, a dual system of edu- 
cation in our Catholic schools, which 
would do justice to both groups, is 
practically impossible under present 
economic conditions. But over and 
above all this, the apostolic value of 
the truly Christian good example 
afforded by non-segregated school- 
ing should be considered. Non- 
Catholics of good will, both Negro 
and white, will see Catholics practic- 
ing what they preach, and may be 
led to investigate the reasons under- 
lying this action. In this way, Father 
Howard concluded, good example 
will become the actual occasion of 
many conversions. 

Chairmanship for the current 
school year and the 1950 study week 
was turned over to St. John’s Semi- 
nary, Little Rock, Arkansas. As time 
passes, it becomes more and more 
evident that the movement has re- 
tained all of its early vigor and zeal. 
Just recently the leaders of the 
movement introduced The Chris- 
tocrat, a little paper intended 
to feed the flame of apostolic zeal 
lighted by the national chairman at 
the first study week. The paper is 
only a mimeographed supplement 
to the national seminarians’ Catho- 
lic Action magazine, Forum, but 
it will be able to serve the southern 


region in a manner that could not be 
expected of the national periodical. 
Its purpose is “to form enlightened 
and zealous priest-apostles, who will 
be able to render their work more 
fruitful by forming and using in 
turn apostolic-minded, lay persons 
for the preservation and propagation 
of the Catholic Faith. and truly 
Christian moral principles in our 
Southland.” 

Now, due to the fluctuating’ stu- 
dent body and the crowded routine 
of seminaries, it is impossible to pre- 
dict with certainty how long the Sem- 
inarian Catholic Action Students 
movement will retain its present vi- 
tality in the South. However, the 
present condition of the movement 
offers a splendid opportunity for the 
development of a zealous regional 
apostolate, utilizing both priest and 
layman in the cause of Christ. If 
we make the most of this opportuni- 


ty, and accept the challenge to be- 
come real “Christocrats,” in the li- 
teral sense of the word, the Church 
in the South will witness a thorough 
spiritual “renewal of the face of the 
earth.” May God grant this! 


REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 

thought to pray for the dead....” 
(2 Mac. 12, 46) 

In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 

Brother Novice Malachy Molloy, who died 
in Conesus, N.Y., December 28, 1949; 

Postulant George Byrnes, who died in 
Conesus, N.Y., December 28, 1949; 

Postulant John Griffin, who died in Conesus, 
N.Y., December 28, 1949; 

Postulant Paul Whittaker, who died in 
Conesus, N.Y., December 28, 1949; 

Herman Honore, who died in Plaquemine, 
La., November 6, 1949. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faith- 
ful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 


in peace. Amen. 


en 


Feb. 2 — The Purification 


The celebration of this feast be- 
gan very early at Jerusalem. It com- 
memorates not only the Purification of 
the Blessed Virgin but also the meeting 
of Simeon and the Infant Jesus in the 
Temple. In the East it was regarded as 
a feast of Our Lord. Pope Sergius I 
ordered that it should be preceded by a 
penitential procession to St. Mary 
Major, and thus it became predom- 
inantly a feast of the Blessed Virgin. 
The blessing of the candles as a pe- 
culiar rite dates only from the Tenth 
Century. Candles were distributed at 
Rome at all the nocturnal processions. 
It is probable that this custom has been 
retained on this day because of the 
canticle of Simeon, “Lumen ad revela- 
tionem gentium.” 


Feb. 8 — St. John of Matha 


St. John was born of a distin- 
guished family at Faucon, on the 
borders of Provence. As a youth, his 
chief interests consisted in works of 
mercy and in prayer. He gave to the 
poor a considerable portion of the 
money allotted for his personal use. He 
visited the hospital every Friday. There 
he assisted the sick and needy, dressing 
and cleaning their wounds and afford- 
ing them all the comfort he could. 
Later in life, he went to Paris to study 
Theology. In time, he received the 
Doctorate in Theology with honor. He 
studied for the priesthood’ and was or- 
dained. Together with his compatriot, 
St. Felix of Valois, he founded the 


FEBRUARY SAINTS 


Trinitarian Order for the redemption 
of Christian slaves from the Mo- 
hammedans. The Rule was drawn 
up by the Bishop of Paris and the Abbot 
of St. Victor. It was approved by 
Innocent the Third in the year 1198. 


Feb. 9 — St. Cyril of Alexandria 


St. Cyril of Alexandria was a 
Bishop, Confessor and Doctor of the 
Church. His feast was introduced in 
the year 1882 by Pope Leo XIII. The 
name of St. Cyril evokes the memory 
of those celebrated early sessions of the 
Council of Ephesus, when, through the 
agency of Cyril, the most splendid pages 
of the doctrine concerning the Blessed 
Virgin Mary were recorded. He was 
outstanding in his fight against the 
heresy of Nestorius, which had thrown 
doubt upon the dogma that in Jesus 
Christ there is only One Person. St. 
Cyril died in the year 444, Let us ask 
this Saint to assist the Church in Her 
present struggle against the heresies of 
the day. 


Feb. 23 — St..Peter Damian 


St. Peter Damian was born at 
Ravenna of a zoodsifut poor family. He 


was a fearless and distinguished son of 
the Order of St. Benedict. In the 


Eleventh Century, a very turbulent 
period marked by heresies and a lament- 
able relaxation of the religious spirit, 
St. Peter was like a column of fire 
guiding the faithful along the narrow 
path of the Cross of Christ that leads 
in safety to heaven. 


He died in 1072. 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


At Last, A High School Building 


For years, two classes of St. Mary’s 
High School pupils have been occupy- 
ing a room in the grammar school build- 
ing, while the other two classes had 
quarters in the basement of the church. 
Last year the pastor, Father Francis 
Baltes, S.V.D., decided to do some- 
thing about it. So during the summer 
he remodeled, enlarged and _brick- 
veneered the old parish hall, and lo! 
and behold! when the students returned 
in September they found a new St. 
Mary’s High School waiting for them. 

Father Stanley Gootee, S.V. D., Fa- 
ther Baltes’ energetic young assistant, 
writes: “We are very proud and happy 
to have a nice and up-to-date high 
school, and the people here are pleased 
with it. In the building there are four 
classrooms, a library and science labora- 
tory. The laboratory has modern 
science tables with gas, electricity and 
running water. The library is pretty 
well stocked with good books and maga- 
zines. The people of St. Mary’s have 
been saving, and they contributed gen- 
erously to the new high school. They 
are now looking forward to the future 
when they can have an auditorium- 
gymnasium combination.” 


St. Mary’s High School has an en- 
rollment of eighty students. 


Useful Gift 


Father Clement Mathis, S.V.D., 
pastor of St. Francis Mission, Yazoo 
City, Miss., reports that a generous 
mission club in Milwaukee, Wis., re- 
cently donated a 16 mm. Bell and 
Howell movie projector to his school. 
It will be used to show pictures to the 
kiddies, and to the grown-ups, too. 

But Father said that Sister Maria- 
nella, the organist, quickly wiped the 
smile from his face by informing him 
that the little reed church organ is just 
about worn out. And Father adds, 
shyly: “Any donations towards a new 
church organ will be gladly accepted!” 
Father’s address is 708 E. Powell 
Street, Yazoo City, Miss. 


Hurrah for the Safety Patrol! 


There was joyful expectancy as the 
pupils of Holy Ghost School in Jackson, 
Miss., met in assembly on the morning 
of December 13th. The school’s first 
Safety Patrol had been organized and 
trained, and was going to receive official 
recognition from the City Police 
Department that very morning. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


HOLY GHOST SCHOOL’S NEWLY ORGANIZED SAFETY PATROL with Father William 
Jans, S.V.D., assistant pastor, Sister De Pazzi, S.Sp.S., the 8th grade teacher, and Sergeant 
Warren of the Jackson (Miss.) Police Department 


It was_a great moment when the ten 
boys from the seventh and eighth 
grades, arrayed in their new white belts, 
stood up before the assembly, and Ser- 
geant Warren of the Jackson Police 
Department pinned an official badge on 
the leader of the Patrol. Sergeant 
Warren, a pleasant traffic policeman, re- 
minded the children that they must al- 


ways obey the Safety Patrol boys when 
crossing the streets, on their way to and 


from school, since it is the duty of the 
Patrol to try to protect school children 
from traffic accidents. 

We hope that the Safety Patrol will 
soon be organized in all our mission 
schools which are located near busy 
thoroughfares. 


FATHER THOMAS MEGAN, S.V.D., WITH SOME OF HIS NEW-FOUND non-Catholic 
friends in Hattiesburg, Miss. The building in the background is an old Army barracks which 
is being remodeled into a church. This newest of the S.V.D. Negro Missions was 
started last October 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


At Last, A High School Building 


For vears, two classes of St. Mary's 
High School pupils have been oceupy- 
Ing a raom im the grammar school build- 
ing, while the two had 
quarters in the basement of the church. 
last vear the pastor, Father Francis 
baltes, S.V.D.. decided to do some- 
thing abeut it. So during the summer 
he remodeled, enlarged and _ brick- 
veneered the old parish hall, and lo! 
and behold! when the students returned 
in September they found a new St. 
Mary's High School waiting for them. 

Father Stanley Gootee, S.V.D., Fa- 
ther Daltes’ energetic young assistant, 
writes: “We are very proud and happy 
to have a nice and up-to-date high 
school, and the people here are pleased 
with it. In the building there are four 
classrooms, a library and science labora- 
tory. The laboratory has modern 
science tables with gas, electricity and 
running water. The library is pretty 
well stocked with good books and maga- 
zines. The people of St. Mary's have 
heen saving, and they contributed gen- 
erously to the new high school. They 
are now looking forward to the future 
when they can have an auditorium- 
gymnasium combination.” 


other classes 


St. Mary's High School has an en- 
rollment of eighty students. 


Useful Gift 

Mather Clement Mathis, S.V.D., 
pastor of St. Irancis Mission, 
City, Miss., reports that a 
nussion club in Milwaukee, Wis., re- 
cently donated a 16 mm. Bell and 
Howell movie projector to his school. 
It will be used to show pictures to the 
kiddies, and to the grown-ups, too, 

But Father said that Sister Maria- 
nella, the organist, quickly wiped the 
smile from his face by informing him 
that the little reed church organ is just 
about worn out. And Father adds, 
shyly: “Any donations towards a new 
church organ will be gladly accepted!” 
lather’s address is 708 IK. Powell 
Street, Yazoo City, Miss. 
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Hurrah for the Safety Patrol! 

There was joyful expectancy as the 
pupils of Holy Ghost School in Jackson, 
Miss., met in assembly on the morning 
of December 13th. The school’s first 
Safety Patrol had been organized and 
trained, and was going to receive official 


recognition from the City Police 


Department that very morning. 


THE NEW ST. MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL, VICKSBURG, MISS. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


HOLY GHOST SCHOOL’S NEWLY ORGANIZED SAFETY PATROL with Father William 
Jans, S.V.D., assistant pastor, Sister De Pazzi, S.Sp.S., the 8th grade teacher, and Sergeant 
Warren of the Jackson (Miss.) Police Department 


It was a great moment when the ten 
boys from the seventh and eighth 
grades, arrayed in their new white belts, 
stood up before the assembly, and Ser- 
geant Warren of the Jackson Police 
Department pinned an official badge on 
the leader of the Patrol. Sergeant 
Warren, a pleasant traffic policeman, re- 
minded the children that they must al- 


FATHER THOMAS MEGAN, S.V.D., WITH 


friends in Hattiesburg, Miss. 
is being remodeled into a church. 


‘ways obey the Safety Patrol bovs when 


crossing the streets, on their way to and 
from school, since it is the duty of the 
Patrol to try to protect school children 
from traffic accidents. 

We hope that the Safety Patrol will 
soon be organized in all our mission 
which are 
thoroughfares. 


schools located near busy 


SOME OF HIS NEW-FOUND non-Catholic 
The building in the background is an old Army barracks which 
This newest of the S.V.D. Negro Missions was 


started last October 
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My dear Boys and Girls: 


This year Lent begins on February 
22nd. Lent is a time when many, many 
people, men and women and boys and 
girls, try harder to please the dear Lord 
and to gain more grace and blessings 
for themselves. How do they do this? 
By offering up different kinds of mor- 
tifications and sacrifices, both little and 
big. Some give up eating candy, cake, 
ice cream, etc. Most give up going to 
movies, to parties and dances, and so 
on. 
Of course, everyone is free to offer 
up just whatever he wants to offer up 
to God during Lent. But I have two 
suggestions — two things by which you 
can please Our Lord immensely: 1) 
DAILY MASS AND COMMUNION 
and 2) DAILY READING FROM 
THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS. 

If each one who reads this would go 
to Holy Mass and receive Our Blessed 
Lord in Holy Communion every morn- 
ing during Lent (or, at least, as often as 
possible), think of how much praise 
would go up to the good God from this 
earth, and of how much grace would 
come down into your soul. 

If all of you would read just a little 
bit each night about the life of some 
Saint (if you don’t have a book at 
home, maybe you could borrow one 
from the library, or from Father or 
from your teacher), just think how 
much more you would know about the 
Saints by the end of Lent. And know- 
ing more about them, you would come 


LDREN’S CORNER 


to love them more, and would even try 
to become more like them in love of 
God and your neighbor and in prayer 
and obedience — which is what the 
good God wants. 


Try to do these things for the dear 
Lord this Lent, and see how happy your 
Easter will be! 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: 


How are you feeling? I am fine in school. 
Tell all of the priests “Hello” for me, please. 
I didn’t forget you, Father. 

I think I am going to pass in school. Sis- 
ter told me that you were in charge of 
something else. I am very glad to hear 
about it. God has been so good to you. 

Please give me your blessing, Father. May 
God bless us all. From your little friend, 

Alfred Casimir, grade 6 
Holy Family School 
Mandeville, La. 


Yes, God has been good to me, Alfred. 
Please help me to thank Him for it. I'll be 
waiting to find out if you pass this year. May 
God bless you! 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: 

How are you? I hope fine. Father, I go 
to Holy Rosary School. I am in the fourth 
grade. I try to be a good girl in school and 
say my rosary every day. 

My teacher, Sister Cynthia Marie, brought 
a ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER to 
class one day and read the “Children’s 
Corner” for us. After hearing about other 
children’s stories about their Favorite Saint, 
I asked Sister if she would give me the ad- 
dress so that I could send the story about 


my Favorite Saint. I hope it wins. Yours 

truly, Lena Mae Thomas, age 9 
3322 H. Avenue 
Galveston, Tex. 


So Sister Cynthia Marie is still reading the 
MeEssENGER, eh, Lena? 1 know Sister well. 
She started reading the MEssENGER when she 
was a girl in school, and one time one of her 
letters was printed in the “Children’s Corner” 
just as yours is printed now. Well, I am very 
glad that Sister introduced you to the 
“Children’s Corner”; I hope you will become 
a regular reader and will like it. 


POEMS 


Here are two cute little poems from two 
sixth-graders of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School, Lafayette, La. : 


Christ was born on Christmas Day; 

He gives us things and receives no pay. 
We should receive Him on Christmas Morn, 
For that is the day that Christ was born. 


Lula Bell Frank 


Christmas is a happy day, 

It is the day when Christ was born. 

We will pray and praise Him in every way, 
And go to Mass on Christmas Day. 


Marjorie Etienne 


MY FAVORITE SAINT CONTEST 

Here are the winners for this month: 

Saint Stephen 
by 
Agnes Hankinson, age 12 
New Baltimore, Pa. 

St. Stephen is one of my favorite Saints. 
He loved Jesus very much. He worked hard 
for the poor. 
their Savior. Many people followed St. 
Stephen. They listened when he spoke, for 
his eyes were bright with love for Christ. 

One day the enemies of Jesus said: “We 
must stop this man. We killed Jesus, but 
this Stephen still makes others believe in 
Jesus. We must kill him, too.” 

At first they ordered Stephen to stop 
preaching. He laughed; he would not stop 
talking about the Savior he loved. So they 
caught him. They dragged him outside .the 
city. He stood facing them, this fine young 
man. He loved them because Jesus had died 
for their sakes. He hoped he could make 
them all Christians. So he told them about 
Jesus. He reminded them that Jesus was 
the very Savior they had hoped to see. He 
told them that Jesus was not dead, but had 
ascended into Heaven. 

Angrily the men picked up rocks and flung 
them at Stephen. He fell dead; but first 
he saw Jesus coming to take him. 

And St. Stephen is one of my favorite 
Saints. He was the first Martyr. His Feast 
is December 26th. The End 


He told everyone Christ was . 


Don’t you think that is nice? Now read this 
one : 


Saint Joan of Arc 
by 
Lena Mae Thomas, age 9 
3322 H. Avenue 
Galveston, Tex. 


St. Joan of Arc was a country girl from 
Lorraine in France. In February, 1429, she 
put on men’s clothing and, with tears in 
her eyes, asked her mother to cut her hair 
so she would look like a boy. She was 
chosen by God to lead an army and save 
France and have the Dauphin crowned. 

When the Dauphin first saw Joan, he 
thought that she was just some foolish 
French maid looking for attention. But after- 
wards, Joan succeeded in convincing the Dau- 
phin that it was God’s Will that he become 
King of France. 

Preparations were then made for a waft, 
and Joan led the French army under her 
white flag to Orleans. She had to undergo 
many dangers and hardships leading an 
army of men. But she saw to it that they 
all went to Confession, and thus united un- 
der God the army advanced. 

Later Joan was captured and brought to 
prison and tried. She never lost her courage, 
and God sent his angels to console her. 
Finally, Joan was condemned to be burned 
at the stake. She saw clearly her death and 
martyrdom. Her last words were: “Jesus, 
Jesus!” 

St. Joan of Arc is one of my favorite 
Saints because she loved God and was very 
obedient to His wishes, and even though she 
didn’t want to lead an army, she did so be- 
cause God wanted her to. She fulfilled her 
mission and became a great Saint. Her 
Feast is May 3oth. 


The End 


That is fine. So, now, come on, Boys and 
Girls, and jump on the Band Wagon! Write 
about one of your Favorite Saints, telling why 
he or she is one of your favorites, and then 
send in your story to me. It may win a 


prize. 
* * * 


Well, here we are at the end of our 


page again. Between now and the 
next “Children’s Corner” pray hard for 
all the Colored Missions, but especially 
for the Missions in Mississippi. And 
squeeze me into your prayer, somehow. 
May God bless all of you! 


FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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PRAYER 
FOR THE 
HOLY YEAR 


Almighty and eternal God, fe 
with our whole soul we thank [awstats aE 
Thee for the great gift of the deg Bey vet = the ee aa 
Holy Year. Heavenl y Father 4 Aorectean Weeks Chick gs x pads ian 
Thou Who Seest all things, sent all over the world 
Who searchest and dost guide 
the hearts of men, make them responsive, in this time of grace and 
salvation, to the voice of Thy Son. May the Holy Year be for 
all men a year of purification and sanctification, of interior life 
and reparation, the year of the great return and of the great par- 
don. Bestow on those, who are suffering persecution for the 
Faith, Thy spirit of fortitude, to unite them inseparably with 
Christ and His Church. Protect, O Lord, the Vicar of Thy Son 
on earth together with all bishops, priests, religious, and all the 
faithful. Vouchsafe that all, both priests and laity, the young, 
the mature, and the old, united intimately in thought and affec- 
tion, may become as a solid rock, against which the fury of Thy 
enemies will break in vain. May Thy grace enkindle in all men 
love for the many unfortunate people, whom poverty and misery 
reduce to a condition of life unworthy of human beings. Arouse 
in the hearts of those who call Thee “Father” a hunger and 
thirst for social justice and for fraternal charity in deeds and in 
truth. “Grant, O Lord, peace in our days” — peace to souls, 
peace to families, peace to our country, peace among nations. 
May the rainbow of peace cover with the sweep of its serene 
light the Land sanctified by the life and passion of Thy Divine 
Son. God of all consolation! Deep is our misery, grave are our 
faults, countless our needs. But greater still is our trust in Thee. 
Conscious of our unworthiness, we lovingly place our lot in Thy 
hands, uniting our weak prayers to the intercession and the merits 
of the most glorious Virgin Mary and all the Saints. Grant to 
the sick resignation and health; to young men, the strength that 
is born of faith; to young girls, the gift of purity; to fathers, 
prosperity and holiness for their families; to mothers, success in 
their mission of rearing their children; to orphans, affectionate 
protection; to the refugees and prisoners,-their fatherland, and 
to all men Thy grace, in preparation and in pledge of the unend- 


ing happiness of heaven. Amen. POPE PIUS XII 
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LET 
BLESSED MARTIN 


walk the earth 
AGAIN! 


A FULL BURSE, OR SCHOLAR- 
SHIP, IN THE NAME OF THIS 
HOLY MAN, WILL ENABLE US 
TO TRAIN A STUDENT FOR 
THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD. 


° 


We should have a complete scholar- 
ship in honor of Blessed Martin de 
Porres, for he was imbued with a deep 


love for God and an intense desire for 

the spread of God’s kingdom on this 

earth. With a Burse in his name, we can 

send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 

of God, to preach the love of Christ to all men. This Burse stands now at 

$2,120.86. We wish to complete it at $5,000. CAN YOU, OUT OF DE- 
VOTION TO BLESSED MARTIN, HELP US? 
Any amount, large or small, will be appreciated. 

We have other incomplete burses in honor of St. Joseph, St. Matthias, St. 

Jude, St. Elizabeth, the Sorrowful Mother, the Holy Ghost, St. Martha and 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat. ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MIss. 


Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


@ If you have good health 
@ If, out of love for God, you desire to consecrate your life 
to Him as a Religious — THEN 
Write today for further information to the 


REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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| ST. AUCUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


“THE MAGAZINE WITH A MESSAGE” 


Contains news and views of the Church’s Mission Work among America’s 
i 15,000,000 Negroes of whom 370,000 are Catholics 
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Cut out and mail to : @ INFORMATIVE ARTICLES 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi | @ GRAPHIC PICTURES 


Dear Father: | @ READABLE TYPE 


; I am enclosing $ .... year subscription | 
lb ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER. | Published every month except July 


and August 


Only 
$1.00 A YEAR 
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YOU DON’T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 


ANNUITY PLAN 


YOU CAN HELP US — 

YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF — 

YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 


Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


INVEST-igate our free booklet: 
"HOW TO INVEST" 


Contents of This Issue 


My Way of the Cross — Irene Thornton Haithman 

St. Malachy's New Curate — Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D. ...0..cc cece cece eee e eee ees 50 
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Apostle of Social Justice — Catherine Starbeck 

Seminarians Prepare for the Priesthood 

News Broadcast 

“And From His Infancy...” — Arthur C. Winters, S.V. 
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345 Negro Policemen in the South 
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ENROLL BOTH THE LIVING ST. AUGUSTINE’S 


AND THE DEAD IN THE MESSENGER 


Mission Mass League “THE MAGAZINE WITH A MESSAGE” 


$1.00 a year 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP for one — $1.00 r=) Learn what the Catholic Church 


PERPETUAL MEMBERSHIP for one—$10.00 . . 
is doing among Negroes. 


Members share in the Masses said, the 


@ Help the mission cause along. 


good works done, the indulgences gained. 
REVEREND DIRECTOR Address: BAY SAINT LOuIs, Miss. 


Mission Mass League We kindly ask subscribers who move 
St. Augustine’s Seminary to inform us as soon as possible, send- 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. ing us both their new and old addresses. 
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A Catholic magazine, published monthly, Entered as second-class matter January 1, 
except July and August, at Techny, IIL, 1940, at the post office at Techny, Illinois, 
. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint under the Act of March 3, 1879. Accept- 
, Mississippi. Subscription $1.00 a ance for mailing at special rate of postage 
year. Proceeds are used for the education provided for in section 1103, Act of Oct. 3, 
of colored students for the priesthood. 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 
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Editor: Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V. D. 
Editorial Office: St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 
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MY WAY OF THE CROSS 


IRENE THORNTON HAITHMAN 


| knelt in prayer, my head bowed low, 

I raised my eyes to Jesus, there; 

The tears streamed from my eyes, my brow 
All wet with sweat, in anguish bare. 


I raised my eyes up to my God: 

“This chalice, please, from me recall." 
He shook His Head. “Drink it!" He said. 
| took the cup and drank it all. 


Along the road of pain | trod 

Until at last | reached the Hill; 

My heavy cross | bore, and then 

I knew it was the Master's Will. 
“Forgive us, Father, for our sins, 
“We sinners know not what we do. 
"On Calvary’s Hill the Cross doth win 
“Thine heavenly grace for us anew." 


My soul was wrapped in bitter pain; 
My crucifixion | must bear. 

To gain the crown of Heaven's bliss, 
My crown of thorns I'll gladly wear. 
“Into Thy Hands, O Heavenly King, 
"Do take my soul and keep it, where 
“It's safe from harm. To dwell in peace 
“Thy Crucifixion | would share." 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 
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Rev. Rollins E. Lambert 


ST. 
MALACHY'’S 
NEW CURATE 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V.D. 


@ Chicago's First of Mid-Century 


There were five Negro priests 
ordained in the United States last 
year; one of them, the Rev. Rollins 
F. Lambert, was appointed as a new 


curate at St. Malachy’s Church, 
2248 Washington Boulevard, Chi- 
cago, III. 

Father Lambert, ordained to 
the priesthood by His Eminence 
Cardinal Stritch at St. Mary of the 
Lake Seminary, Mundelein, III., 
last June, is the first colored secular 
priest the Archdiocese of Chicago 
has had since the death of Father 
Augustus Tolton fifty-three years 
ago. Father Tolton, a former 
slave and a convert to the Church, 
was ordained in Rome in 1886. At 
the time of his death in 1897 he was 
pastor of old St. Monica’s Church in 
Chicago. 

Like Father Tolton, Father Lam- 
bert is a convert to the Catholic 
Faith. Reared as a Christian Scien- 
tist, Rollins Lambert was 18 years 
old before he ever saw the inside of 
a Catholic church. It was while he 
was a student at Loyola University 


St. Malachy’s Church 


= 


St. Malachy’s School 


in Chicago that a Catholic friend of 
his invited him to attend the Easter 
services in a Catholic church. That 
was the turning point in Rollins 
Lambert’s life. A year and a half 
later he was received into the 
Church. During the following 
year he entered the seminary to be- 
gin his studies for the priesthood. 


Father Lambert is happy in his 
first appointment as a priest. St. 


Malachy’s is a parish of about 2,000 
Catholics, most of whom are 
colored. Father John Brown, the 
pastor, says that of the more than 
700 pupils in St. Malachy’s Grade 
and High School today about 95% 
are colored, whereas twelve years 


Father Lambert with some of the school children 
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ago there was scarcely one colored 
child in the entire school. Thirteen 
Sisters of Mercy staff the school. Be- 
sides his other duties, Father Lam- 
bert teaches Religion and Negro 
History in the high school. He 
seems to like teaching, and the stu- 
dents like him. 

We feel that this zealous and 
likeable young priest has gotten off 
to a good start. We hope that he 
will not long remain the only Negro 
priest in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 


We are at least certain that it will 
not be another fifty-three years be- 
fore Chicago sees the ordination of 
another Negro priest. Already 
one colored seminarian is ready to 
graduate from Quigley Preparatory 
Seminary in Chicago this. year, and 
will begin his Philosophy course at 
Mundelein in the fall. Others will 
follow in his footsteps and in the 
footsteps of the new curate of St. 
Malachy’s. 


ALL STARS 


This C.Y.0. interracial All Star team of Chicago, Ill., has a record of 17 wins out of 20 


games played. 


In the picture are Coach Joe Robichaux (right) and Assistant 


Coach Eugene Salpho 


LET’S DESTROY RACE PREJUDICE IN AMERICA 


BAPTISM: 9,000 colored converts were received into the Catholic Church last year 


Catholic Church Work Among American Negroes 


Mosr Rev. THomas J. McDonne tt, D.D. 


@ The National Propagation of the Faith Director 
@ Looks over the Situation 


On almost the entire American 
continent, the colored people make 
up a large part of the population, 
sometimes even the greater part. 
For all of South America the total 
number of Negroes -is estimated at 


8 million. Central America num- 
bers among its inhabitants more than 
700,000 colored inhabitants while 
2,300,000 live in that famous 
colored Republic of Haiti. These 
11 million colored who live in the 
region of Central and South 
America do not constitute a great 
problem as far as the growth of the 
Church is concerned, since perhaps 
80 or 90 per cent already recognize 
the true faith. 

The true problem, however, of 
the growth of the Church among 
the Negroes is found in the United 
States. Here, according to the 


figures for the year 1948, there are 
15 million Negroes of whom only 
1/40 are Catholics (362,427). Com- 
paring this total number with that 
of the year 1863, that is the year 
of the abolition of slavery, the total 
number was almost four million, of 
whom some 100,000 professed the 
true faith. There were then, there- 
fore, about 1/40 of the Negroes 
Catholic. Hence, no proportionate 
progress can be noted over the years. 
This picture of the situation of Ca- 
tholicism among these Negroes 
clearly calls for our prayers, but it 
may lead some to doubt the possi- 
bility of their conversion. This is 
an unwarranted attitude, however, 
if we consider the number of Ne- 
groes who were Catholic 20 years 
ago, that is about the year 1928. 
The total of Negroes in the United 
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ago there was scarcely one colored 
child in the entire school. Thirteen 
Sisters of Mercy staff the school. Be- 
sides his other duties, Father Lam- 
bert teaches Religion and Negro 
History in the high school. He 
seems to like teaching, and the stu- 
dents like him. 

We feel that this zealous and 
likeable young priest has gotten off 
to a good start. We hope that he 
will not long remain the only Negro 
priest in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 


We are at least certain that it will 
not be another fifty-three years be- 
tore Chicago sees the ordination of 
another Negro priest. Already 
one colored seminarian is ready to 
graduate from Quigley Preparatory 
Seminary in Chicago this year, and 
will begin his Philosophy course at 
Mundelein in the fall. Others will 
follow in his footsteps and in the 


footsteps of the new curate of St. 
Malachy’s. 


This C.Y.0. interracial All Star team of Chicago, Ill., has a record of 17 wins out of 20 


games played. 


In the picture are Coach Joe Robichaux (right) and Assistant 


Coach Eugene Salpho 
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BAPTISM: 9,000 colored converts were received into the Catholic Church last year 


Catholic Church Work Among American Negroes 


Most Rev. 


Tuomas J. 


McDonnett, D.D. 


@ The National Propagation of the Faith Director 
@ Looks over the Situation 
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States was estimated at 12 irsilson 
with 175,000 Catholics or only 1/70 
of the total. The reasons for-that 
decrease in propoftion to the year 
1863 can explain the difficulties that 
exist today which, howeyer, are not 
as great as before. she. first reason 
without doubt is that’ ‘Sthe southern 
states where the greater part of the 
colored lived and still live are 
strongly in favor of Protestantism. 
Likewise in almost all the rural 
areas of the United States and es- 
pecially in the southern states the 
Church is less known, while at the 
same time, the greater part of the 
colored have lived and still are liv- 
ing in these regions since they are 
for the most part farmers. Thus 
the Catholic Church remained un- 
known to a large portion of the col- 
ored and, sad to state, was sometimes 


even blindly looked down upon and 


suspected. Some of their former 
masters were descendants of Catholic 
immigrants who gradually not only 
lost the faith but even changed their 


love for the Church to bitter tied. 
They poisoned their children’ ‘and 
slaves with this hatred which today 
has not lost all its strength. These 
difficulties which may be called 
principal but not the sole ones, have 
placed many serious obstacles to the 


.work of the Church which, however, 


never loses her hope founded in the 
love of God, and is laboring with 
every effort to preserve her own and 
to be heard and loved more and 
more by others. 

In the year 1928, 195 priests 
were devoting their whole time to 
werk among the colored. After 
less than 20 years, in 1946, there 
were 500 priests with 2,000 sisters 
working in this same field. In 
1948, with thanks to Divine Provi- 
dence, they could report that in one 
year 8,857 Negroes had embraced 
the true faith. In 1946 there were 
350 churches and 275 Catholic 
schools for Negroes. In 1948, 40 
schools and churches were added. 

(Continued on page 72) 
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OF 
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JUSTICE | 


CATHERINE STARBECK 


@ Brother Martin de Porres 


In the city of Lima, on the street 
Espiritu Sancto, there stands a little 
oratory which is now a place of pil- 
grimage for devout travelers. This 
tiny house of prayer was once a 
room of a simple dwelling in which, 
three and a half centuries ago, was 
born a mulatto babe who was des- 
tined to be one of the greatest apos- 
tles of social justice that the world 
has yet produced. 

This little child was born Decem- 
ber 9, 1579 — Blessed Martin de 
Porres. His father was Don Juan 
de Porres, a Spanish nobleman. His 
mother was Anna Velasquez, a beau- 
tiful, free, Negro woman, whose 
dark skin and Negro features were 
inherited by both Martin and his 
little sister. This fact disappointed 
the father so much that he soon de- 
serted the little family without pro- 
viding for them financially. 

From infancy, Martin experi- 
enced all the desolation of one 
abandoned to poverty and destitu- 
tion. In these conditions, young as 
he was, he saw the image and the 
hand of God. In spite of all ad- 
versity, however, he was an excep- 
tional child. His modesty, intelli- 
gence, and generosity were indica- 
tions that he was destined for high- 
er things. This generosity was fre- 
quently a great trial for his mother, 
for when she sent him to the market 


~to a barber. 


; 


to buy food, he often distributed 
his purchases to the beggars whom 
he met in the streets. When he re- 
turned home with his basket empty, 
his mother would punish him for 
his childish lavishness; but he al- 
ways excused himself by saying that 
he did not see how anyone could ex- 
pect him to refuse food to a starv- 
ing beggar. 

When Martin was twelve years 
old he had completed two years of 
intensive study and was apprenticed 
The boy soon learned 
how to bind up wounds, to allay 
fevers, to brew soothing herbs, and 
to set broken limbs. In those days 
a barber was also a surgeon, a phy- 
sician, and a druggist. He was now 
extremely happy for he was bring- 
ing the blessings of the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy to his be- 
loved friends, the poor. 

By the time Martin had com- 
pleted his apprenticeship, his fame 
as a young doctor was the topic of 
conversation throughout all Lima. 
His self-forgetfulness, his intense 
interest, his personal holiness, and 
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States was estimated at 12 million 
with 175,000 Catholics or only 1/70 
of the total. The reasons for that 
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room of a simple dwelling in which, 
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born a mulatto babe who was des- 
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This little child was born Decem- 
ber 9, 1579 — Blessed Martin de 
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de Porres, a Spanish nobleman. His 
mother was Anna Velasquez, a beau- 
tiful, free, Negro woman, whose 
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inherited by both Martin and_ his 
little sister. This fact disappointed 
the father so much that he soon de- 
serted the little family without pro- 
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he was, he saw the image and the 
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versity, however, he was an excep- 
tional child. His modesty, intelli- 
gence, and generosity were indica- 
tions that he was destined for high- 
er things. This generosity was fre- 
quently a great trial for his mother, 
for when she sent him to the market 
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even his miraculous cures now gave 
him a reputation and fame from 
which he humbly shrank. 


This success, however, made him 
more grateful to God for the oppor- 
tunity of doing good to so many 
people. But Martin felt that some- 
thing was lacking. He sensed the 
necessity of a higher sanction for the 
program of his social service work 
and the need of a more definite plan 
for his own life. For his mission 
of mercy to the sick and the poor he 
needed the advice and _ spiritual 
counsel of men whose lives were de- 
dicated to God. He wished a place 
where he could accomplish his own 
sanctification as well as that of the 
poor whom he served. Led on by 
~ these desires, at the age of fifteen 
he sought admission to a Dominican 
convent. He was allowed to enter 
the order where he later became a 
Brother. Now he was happy for he 
could have a definite and time- 
honored plan for the rest of his 
life. He could follow in the foot- 
steps of Christ. There he could 
lead a life, apostolic in character, a 
splendid blend of action and con- 
templation. 

When Martin entered the order, 
the Superior decided to utilize his 
practical knowledge by assigning 
him to many duties. He thereupon 
became a barber, keeper of the com- 
mon wardrobe, and the official in- 
firmarian of three hundred religious 
men. 

Soon a terrible epidemic raged 
within the convent walls and sixty 
novices lay stricken. Martin, the 
Angel of Mercy, went from one to 
the other and administered to them 
so well that not one of them died. 


From the beginning Martin was 


given free reign to go about his 
work for the poor and the suffering 
outside the city. His Superiors 
trusted him and his motives expli- 
citly. They saw that he was a man 
of vision who planned intelligently 
to strike at the roots of the evils 
which beset society. They recog- 
nized the charity of Christ which 
stirred in his breast and they knew 
that it would never leave him at 
peace until he had done all in his 
power to relieve the human misery 
surrounding him. 

Martin himself did not deny the 
fact that he was able to achieve much 
good and that he had been showered 
with remarkable gifts from on high; 
but he did deny that he had any 
intrinsic right to these gifts. He 
gloried not in himself but in Jesus 
Christ to whom he attributed all the 
good which he was able to render 
to the people of Peru. When nat- 
ural remedies failed and when Mar- 
tin was unable to help his patient 
through his own. medical aid, with 
unbounded confidence in God, he 
had recourse to supernatural meth- 
ods. He had a keen appreciation of 
the power of prayer and a supreme 
confidence in the miracles of God. 
To him it was the most natural thing 
in the world to beg the Giver of all 
gifts to supersede the normal pro- 
cesses of nature by miraculous 


* intervention. 


So great was Martin’s reputation 
as a physician that the doors of the 
Convent of the Holy Rosary were 
literally besieged with afflicted peo- 
ple. Here crouched the proud 
Spaniards, the Indians, the Negroes, 
all poor, and some of:them sinful 
and ignorant. All were equal re- 
cipients of his boundless charity. He 
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took charge of them personally. He 
fed them, clothed them, told them 
of the mercy of God and often gave 
them lodging in his own room. The 
Convent of the Holy Rosary thus 
became the forerunner of the mod- 
ern medical clinics which are now 
encircling the globe. 


Martin’s power to divine the ne- 
cessities of others gave him no rest. 


It drew him from his cell; it tore 


him from his convent, and even led 
him beyond the city gates. From 
afar he could hear the supplications 
of the poor. He was gifted with 
the power to discern the secrets of 
their hearts and even their most hid- 
den motives and actions. 


One day, while walking along the 
walls of the city prison, Martin was 
recognized by the prisoners who 
were busy at some heavy labor in 


Blessed Martin’s statue adorns many churches 
throughout America 


the courtyard near the gate. They 
were hungry and called out for 
food. Martin had no money with 
him, but so great was his compassion 
for them that he rushed across the 
street and sold his hat to buy food 
for them. 


Even the death of an afflicted 
one did not bring an end to Martin’s 
solicitude, for he often took upon 
himself the task of digging the grave 
and actually burying the dead. And 
even after that duty was performed 
he offered innumerable prayers and 
penances for the repose of these 
souls so dear to him and so aban- 


doned by the world. 


Martin’s kindness reached out 
even to dumb animals. He could 
tot believe that God had created 
them merely as beasts of burden or 
as a prey for the sport of man. He 
seemed to be: able to control even 
the wildest animals. One day an 
angry bull had escaped from his con- 
fines and was raging in the city 
square. The crowd, panic stricken, 
rushed into a building for safety. 
All traffic was halted. Blessed Mar- 
tin heard the cries of the people and 
discovered that they were too terri- 
fied to approach the furious animal. 
Without a moment’s hesitation he 
calmly walked up to the wild bull 
and with a mere gesture of his hand 
pacified him and turned him over 
to the keeper. 

Equally marvelous but perhaps 
more touching was his power over 
birds. One day while*he was pray- 
ing in the garden a great hawk fell 
at his feet. The poor animal had 
been wounded in the leg by a pass- 
ing hunter. Martin, filled with 
compassion, took it up gently. He 

(Continued on page 69) 
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SEMINARIANS PREPARE FOR THE 


PRIESTHOOD 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY, BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


BY 


1. Prayer-- 


Seminarians know that God gives His grace through prayer and the Sacra- 
ments, so they attend daily Mass and receive Holy Communion, go to Con- 
fession weekly, say their morning, noon and night prayers in common, 
assist at evening devotions and Benediction, follow the Way of the Cross 
devoutly and often, pray the rosary daily and make frequent visits to Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament. : 


2. eStudy-- 


Those who would teach others must be well instructed them- 
selves. Since the priest, more than anyone else, must be a 
specialist in Religion, the seminarian must specialize in The- 
ology, in Holy Scripture, in the Law of the Church. But to 
round out his education he must also study Philosophy, His- 
tory, Music, the Sciences and several Languages, chief among 
which is Latin. 


58 


3. Wark-- 


Our Lord Himself did not 
disdain to labor with His hands, 
and seminarians must strive to 
be like Christ in everything. 
The majority of their parish- 
ioners later on will be of the 
laboring class, and seminarians 
want to follow St. Paul’s ex- 
ample of becoming “all things 
to all men.” Many practical 
things learned during work 
period in the seminary will be 
useful later on. 


4. Play-- 


Any regular schedule designed for young people must include a fair proportion 
of recreation, and the Seminary schedule is no exception. Seminarians enjoy hik- 
ing’ through the woods, picnicking, skating, swimming, boating and fishing. ‘They 
find rest and relaxation in an occasional movie or stage play, a radio program, a 
good book, or even a quiet game of chess or checkers. And such competitive 
sports as baseball, football, basketball, volleyball, soccer and tennis are eagerly 
engaged in, not only because of the needed bodily exercise which they give, but 
also because they promote good sportsmanship and fair play, which are valuable 
assets for future priests. 
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Seminarians know that God gives His grace through prayer and the Sacra- 
ments, so they attend daily Mass and receive Holy Communion, go to Con- 
fession weekly, say their morning, noon and night prayers in common, 
assist at evening devotions and Benediction, follow the Way of the Cross 
deyoutly and often, pray the rosary daily and make frequent visits to Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 
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tory, Music, the Sciences and several Languages, chief among 
which is Latin. 
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assets for future priests. 
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The New Look 


It seems as if the Fraters’ cam- 
pus will not allow itself to be outdone 
by the latest styles. It has decided to 
wear a New Look — ballerina style and 
full of flowers. The once gently inclin- 
ing slope beneath the oaks has been 
changed from a “Jungle Garden” to a 
“Garden of Eden” with the transplant- 
ing of Camellias and Azaleas to that 
spot. The flowers came from around 
the Fathers’ house where room is be- 
ing made for further building. The 
sudden and extreme change these flow- 
ers have caused on the Major Seminary 
campus made one Frater aptly exclaim, 
“The New Look!” 
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FRATER LAWRENCE THORNTON, S.V.D., 

of Chicago, Ill, now studying Philosophy at 

St. Mary’s Mission Seminary, Techny, II. 

Frater Thornton made his preparatory studies 
at St. Augustine’s Seminary 
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St. Augustine’s Semin; 


Conducted by the § 
for the training 


Fire! Fire! 


Two little students were stopped 
short in their tracks as they suddenly 
gazed up and saw puffs of smoke ris- 
ing from the direction of the Fraters’ 
building. They took to their heels yell- 
ing “Fire, Fire!’ But one of the older 
students soon quieted them with: 
“That’s just smoke from burning saw- 
dust. The Fraters are having examina- 
tions now.” But the Fraters think it’s 
a little more than burning sawdust when 
delving into the subtleties of Philosophy 
or the mysteries of Theology. Exam- 
inations began on January 17. The 
fateful day for the students was Jan- 
uary 27. 


New Goals 


Termites and the banging of the 
ball against the back board from missed 
shots :finally wore out the students’ 
basketball goals. But Santa Claus came 
to the rescue with six new fan-shaped 
steel backs and goals painted in glaring 
orange and white-for better vision. (The 
students will need it.) 


Entertainment 


The Christmas vacation here is 
usually the time for the appearance of 
the buried talents of the community. 
After furious digging, talent was found 
for two excellent community programs, 
The Brothers gave an appealing Christ- 
mas program with appropriate poems 
and. music. Later on during the week 
the Fraters produced a radio program 
“The Star of Bethlehem” ... Just two 
days .after Friday, January 13, the 
Third and Fourth Academics presented 
the play “Friday The Thirteenth.” The 
acting was comparatively well done un- 
der the direction of Father Robert 


Priesthog 


aspirants to the 


otherhood 


Pung, Assistant Prefect. Donald Simon, 
"51, acted the main role as Mr. Harvey 
Chase. Michael Moody, ’51, and Wil- 
bert White, 51, however, stole the show 
with their cool buffoonery, respectively 
as George, a bell boy, and “Sea-Goin’ ” 
Sam, a rough, tough and saucy sailor. 
Between the second and third acts, 
Professor Charles Henry gave a unique 
rendition of J. S. Zamecnik’s “Field of 
Glory.” 


En Route 


January 16th saw another of our 
missionaries leave for the Harvest Field 
afar. Father Charles Erb, S.V.D., 
who had missed his boat about a month 
ago, sailed for our missions in the Gold 
Coast, Africa. May the Little Patroness 
of the Missions, St. Therese, the Little 
Flower, give him a safe journey. 


Sports 


The Minor Seminary junior 
basketeers met the St. Katherine’s 
C. Y. O. junior quintet of New Orleans 
for an exciting game of basketball. Both 
teams, equally matched, fought desper- 
ately and gave the spectators their 
time’s worth (there was no admission 
fee). This game was sort of a “chris- 
tening”’ of the new goals, but it seemed 
as though the goals did not quite like 
being thrown at. If every shot that went 
toward the baskets had continued on 


‘through, it would’ve taken an Einstein 


to add the final scores. As it happened, 
though, the score was 22 to 18 in favor 
of the C.Y.O. team. 


* 


MAKE A SACRIFICE FOR 
CHRIST DURING LENT. 


BOYS 
in the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades 


now you have a chance to join either the 


Future Priest Club 


or the 


Future Brother Club 


Write now for further information to: 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Future Priest Club 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


an 


BROTHER PAUL DETIEGE of Mobile, Ala., 

now in the Novitiate at St. Mary’s Mission 

House, Techny, Ill. Brother is an operator 
of a linotype in the Mission Press 
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It seems as if the Fraters’ cam- 
pus will not allow itself to be outdone 
hy the latest stvles. It has decided to 
wear a Vew Look ballerina style and 
full of flowers. ‘The once gently inclin- 
ing slope beneath the oaks has been 
changed from a “Jungle Garden” to a 
“Garden of Mden” with the transplant- 
ing of Camellias and .\zaleas to that 
spot. The flowers came from around 
the Fathers’ house where reom 1s be- 
ing made for further building. The 
sudden and extreme change these flow- 
ers have caused on the Major Seminary 
campus made one Frater aptly exclaim, 


“The View Look!’ 
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FRATER LAWRENCE THORNTON, S.V.D., 

of Chicago, Ill., now studying Philosophy at 

St. Mary’s Mission Seminary, Techny, III. 

Frater Thornton made his preparatory studies 
at St. Augustine’s Seminary 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 
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MAKE A SACRIFICE FOR 
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BOYS 


in the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades 
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Future Priest Club 
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Future Brother Club 
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BROTHER PAUL DETIEGE of Mobile, Ala., 

now in the Novitiate at St. Mary’s Mission 

House, Techny, Ill. Brother is an operator 
of a linotype in the Mission Press 


“And — His Infancy . . - 


ArtHurR C. Winters, S.V.D. 


@ A Talk to Parents on Home Training 


In the Book of Tobias, we are 
told that this upright man took a 
wife from his own tribe, a woman 
named Anna. He had a son by her 
whom he called by his own 
name. “And from his infancy he 
taught him to fear God, and to ab- 
stain from all sin” (Tobias 1:10). 

Education of offspring is one of 
the things that parents owe to their 
children. By education we do not 
mean only the formal instruction 
and training that children receive 
when they enter the grammar grades 
and progress gradually to the higher 
grades. That is good and useful, 
but we mean that home training 
which comes from father and mother 
and which is indispensable to a well- 
rounded-out character. 

Nobody can give to children as 
can father and mother that basic in- 
struction that will fit the youngsters 
to be a success in this life and in the 
next. The pastor may preach and 
teach, the Sister-teacher may in- 
struct and rebuke. But unless the 
important foundation, home train- 
ing, has been laid by the God-inten- 
ded efforts of the ordinary man and 
woman who are father and mother, 
many of the best efforts of priests 
and nuns are as seeds sown upon 
hard ground. They fail because the 
soil was not ploughed up in 
preparation. 

This duty of father and mother 
holds even in the sorry situation 
where both parents are forced by 
circumstances to work. It will then 
call for great sacrifices to watch over 
the children for the little time that 


one is with them. Worries and 
weariness will often cause one to 
falter in the task, to let up in one’s 
faithfulness to duty, to throw over 
everything altogether. But this is 
just the time when one should carry 
on despite discouragement. For if 
the occasions when a parent can be 
with the children are few in number, 
then they are more precious than 
usual. He or she should make the 
most of them for the children’s 
sake, bending all efforts, as the elder 
Tobias did, to teach his or her off- 
spring the fear of God and to teach 
them to shun all sin. 

We have mentioned once that the 
true home training is that which 
tends to prepare a child for success 
both in this life and in the next. This 
means that father’s and mother’s in- 
struction has to be deep and sincere 
as to motive, and lasting as to effort. 
It means teaching by word and ex- 
ample, especially by example, -be- 
cause children are born imitators. It 
means mother’s gentle suggestion, 
and father’s firm direction in all that 
comes under their authority. It calls 
for encouragement whenever it is 
deserved, and it calls for repressive 
measures whenever necessary. It 
means reward for good conduct and 
punishment for bad. It means a 
thorough development of character. 
on the part of the child and the suc- 
cessful completion of duty on the 
part of the parent. It means for 
the child a training in charity, in 
patience, in justice, and in the prac- 
tice of his religious duties. 

(Continued on page 66) 


Home 


Curtis WasHinctTon, S.V.D. 


God gave me strength, 
And I worked hard and honestly for a home. 
Saved my earnings. . . 


Ben Bullard built that house, 

Nathan Sands painted it, 

And Ed Young’s oldest son did. all the plumbing 
and electrical work. 

Tuskegee taught them all that. 


I landscaped other folks’ yards for nigh on forty years — 
Kept the other man’s lawn looking fine. 
Why not beautify mine? 


I grubbed the rock and stubble, 

Planted grass and spaced the flower beds, 

Scraped bugs and worms from under the bark of the fruit trees, 
Pruned and sprayed and whitewashed them; 

Plowed and cultivated that little garden near the house. 
When? Inthe evening after I quit regular work. 


President Lee of Florida College wasn’t fooling 
When he told us on my daughter’s graduation night: 
“Build and own your own homes; 


“Clean and beautify your surroundings, plant flowers — 
“That’s education!” 


I did just that. 

My wife likes to look at the flowers 
at sunset; 

My children are happy — 

I’m content. 


No need to boast, though. 
Credit’s God’s. 


Thanks, Almighty God, for wife, 
children, home! 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


“And From His Infancy. . rs 


\rerucr C. Winrers, 8.V.D. 


@ A Talk to Parents on Home Training 


In the Book ot ‘Tobias, we are 
told that this upright man took a 
wife from his own tribe, 2 woman 
named Anna. He had a son by her 
whom he called by his own 
name. “And from his infancy he 
taught him to fear God, and to ab 
stain from all sin” (Tobias 1:10). 

Education of offspring is one of 
the things that parents owe to their 
children. By education we do not 
mean only the formal instruction 
and training that children receive 
when they enter the grammar grades 
and progress gr adually to the higher 
grades. That 1s good and useful, 
but we mean that home training 
which comes from father and mother 
and which is indispensable to a well- 
rounded-out character. 

Nobody can give to children as 
can father and mother that basic 1n- 
struction that will fit the youngsters 
to be a success in this life and in the 
next. The pastor may preach and 
teach, the Sister-teacher may 1n- 
struct and rebuke. But unless the 
important foundation, home train- 
ing, has been laid by the God-inten- 
ded efforts of the ordinary man and 
woman who are father and mother, 
many of the best efforts of priests 
and nuns are as seeds sown upon 
hard ground. They fail because the 
soil was not ploughed up in 
preparation. 

This duty of father and mother 
holds even in the sorry situation 
where both parents are forced by 
circumstances to work. It will then 
call for great sacrifices to watch over 
the children for the little time that 
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one is with them. Worries and 
weariness will often cause one to 
falter in the task, to let up in one’s 
faithfulness to duty, to throw over 
everything altogether. But this 1s 
just the time when one should carry 
on despite discouragement. For it 
the occasions when a parent can be 
with the children are few in number, 
then they are more precious than 
usual. He or she should make the 
most of them for the children’s 
sake, bending all efforts, as the elder 
Tobias did, to teach his or her off- 
spring the fear of God and to teach 
them to shun all sin. 

We have mentioned once that the 
true home training is that which 
tends to prepare a ‘child for success 
both in this life and in the next. This 
means that father’s and mother’s 1n- 
struction has to be deep and sincere 
as to motive, and lasting as to effort. 
It means teaching by word and ex- 
ample, especially by example, be- 
cause children are born imitators. It 
means mother’s gentle suggestion, 
and father’s firm direction in all that 
comes under their authority. It calls 
for encouragement whenever it is 
deserv ed, and it calls for repr essive 
measures whenever necessary. It 
means reward for good conduct and 
punishment for bad, It means a 
thorough development of character 
on the part of the child and the suc- 
cessful completion of duty on the 
part of the parent. It means for 
the child a training in charity, 1% 
patience, in justice, and in the prac- 
tice of his religious duties. 

(Continued on page 00) 
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Curtis Wasnincron, S.V.D. 


God gave me strength, 
And I worked hard and honestly for a home. 


Saved my earnings. .. 


Ben Bullard built that house, 

Nathan Sands painted it, 

And Fd Young’s oldest son did all the plumbing 
and electrical work. 


Tuskegee taught them all that. 


I landscaped other folks’ yards for nigh on forty years - 
Kept the other man’s lawn looking fine. 
Why not beautify mine: 


[ grubbed the rock and stubble, 

Planted grass and spaced the flower beds, 

Scraped bugs and worms from under the bark of the fruit trees, 
Pruned and sprayed and whitewashed them; 

Plowed and cultivated that little garden near the house. 
When: Inthe evening after I quit regular work. 


President Lee of Florida College wasn’t fooling 

When he told us on my daughter’s graduation night: 
“Build and own your own homes; 

“Clean and beautify your surroundings, plant flowers — 
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“That’s education! 


I did just that. 

My wife likes to look at the flowers 
at sunset ; 

My children are happy — 


I’m content. 


No need to beast, though. 
Credit’s God’s. 


Thanks, Almighty God, for wife, 


children, home! 
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THE HOLY YEAR 


The Apostleship of Prayer has officially given as the intention of 
the Holy Father for the Holy Year of 1950 the following extract 
from the Bull Judilaeum Maximum of May 26, 1949: 


“The general intention of the Roman Pontiffs, my beloved 
children, is surely known to you. But what our special inten- 
tion for the coming Holy Year is, we desire to make known to 
you more fully and clearly. First of all, let it be asked that all 
singly by prayers and penance make expiation for their own 
sins and so strive for Christian virtue, for the Christian cor- 
rection of morals, that this jubilee bring to happy fruition the 
return of all to Christ from all sides. Moreover, all must pray 
in suppliant prayer to God that the fidelity owed to the Divine 
Redeemer and the Society founded by Him be retained by all 
with unshakable determination expressed in deeds; that the 
inviolate rights of the Church be everywhere and always main- 
tained free and unfettered against the machinations, false 
ideas, and persecutions of those opposed to her; likewise that 
those who as yet have not come into the light of Christ’s truth 
or who have erred from the right way, and even violent oppo- 
nents and haters of God themselves, be enlightened with divine 
illumination and moved by divine grace that softens the soul, 
to obey the precepts of the gospel; that a properly agreed upon 
and serene peace be established everywhere as soon as possible, 
especially in the holy places of Palestine; that the civil powers 
be joined with one another in justice and brotherly concord, all 
hatreds and discords set aside; and finally that the masses of 
the needy may have the means to live decently from their la- 
bor and receive necessary and opportune aids from the generos- 
ity and charity of those who enjoy greater fortune. 

“May that most desired peace return to the hearts of all, to 
domestic hearths, to single nations and to the universal commu- 
nity of people. May they who suffer persecution for justice’ 
sake (Matt. 5, 10), have that unconquered courage which has 
adorned the Church from her first days with the blood of mar- 
tyrs. May refugees, captives and displaced persons return as 
soon as possible to their own most dear fatherlands. May they 
who are in sorrow and grief be refreshed by divine consolations. 
May our youth shine with Christian modesty and flourish and 
grow strong in Christian virtue. May those of a more mature 
age shine before them as an example. And may all enjoy that 
heavenly grace which is the dawn of that eternal happiness 
which is to be gained in heaven.” 

. POPE PIUS XII 
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March 19 — St. Joseph 


The history of the life of St. 
Joseph has not been written by man. 
His principal actions are recorded by 
the Holy Ghost Himself, through the 
inspired Evangelists. St. Joseph was 
of royal descent. We have some knowl- 
edge of his genealogy from the in- 
spired accounts of St. Matthew and St. 
Luke. The office entrusted to St. 


Joseph was of supereminent dignity and 


was twofold in nature. He was the 
protector of our Lady’s honor and the 
foster father of Jesus. It was the task 
of St. Joseph to guide and to support 
the Holy Family. It was his task to 
be responsible, in some sense, for the 
education of Jesus, Who loved to call 
Himself the Son of Man. It was the 
trade of Joseph,-ie., carpentry, that 
Jesus learned. It was St. Joseph whom 
our Lady herself seemed to invest with 
full parental rights when she said with- 
out qualification: “Thy father and I 
have sought Thee sorrowing.” Pius 
IX has proclaimed St. Joseph the Pa- 
tron of the Universal Church. 


March 21 — St. Enda 


St. Enda was the only son and 
successor of Conall Derg, King of 
Oriel, and was born at Louth, in Ire- 
land. His sister ‘St. Fanchea was: in- 
strumental in getting Enda to renounce 
a worldly career and to become a monk. 


After a visit to Rome, where he was- 


ordained priest, Enda landed at Drog- 
heda and built churches on both sides 
of the river Boyne. Afterwards he 


crossed Ireland and went to see Aengus, 
King of Munster, who was married to 
Darenia, another of Enda’s sisters, and 
lived at Cashel. St. Enda asked his 
brother-in-law for the Isle of Arran that 
he might found a religious establish- 
ment there. To this island St. Enda 
brought his disciples and the fame of 
his austerity and sanctity led many 
others to join them. We are told that 
not only did he live a most penitential 
life himself, but that he exacted a very 
strict discipline from all under his 
charge. Let us ask St. Enda to give 
us some of his love and zeal for the 
spread of our Religion upon the earth. 


March 31 — St. Guido 


St. Guido was born at Casemare 
near Ravenna in Italy. His parents 
were of good social standing. From 
them he received a pious education. 
Later in life he became a monk and 
because of his outstanding merits be- 
came abbot of the monastery of St. 
Severus and later of Pomposa. Toward 
the close of his life, St. Guido retired 
into solitude to prepare his soul for 
death, but he was suddenly called to 
Piacenza by the Emperor Henry III. 
While on the journey to the palace of 
the emperor, he died. The sacred re- 
mains of the Saint were taken to San 
Zeno at Verona and then transferred 
to the Church of St. John the Evange- 
list at Speyer. Let us ask St. Guido 
to give us some assistance in our en- 
deavors to become conformed or re- 
signed to the will of God in all things. 


True Religion 


““*True Democracy makes no inquiry 
about the color of the skin,’ said Abe 
Lincoln. 

“ *True Religion makes no inquiry 
about the color of the skin,’ says the 


Catholic.” The Christian Conscience 


New Orleans, La, 


Interracial Justice Basis of 
Democracy 


“I firmly believe that much of the 
tension and unrest of our times can be 
traced to a rebellion on the part of un- 
der-privileged minorities at the incon- 
sistencies prevalent in the practical, 
everyday application of American 
cemocracy.... 

“Interracial justice in America is a 
thing very much desired by all men 
who are possessed with a sense of fair 
play. It is not tolerance; it is a quality 


of the soul; it is the very basis upon . 


which the doctrines of our democracy 
are founded.” 
Melchisedec C. Clarke 
President 
Dunbar Life Insurance Co. 


Not Given Fair Deal in Courts 


“While I realize that Negroes, due to 
lack of economic opportunity, education 
and life in general, do not have the 
same chances as do the rest of our peo- 
ple, I do not believe that they have been 
given a fair deal at the hand of justice 
and jury in this state. 

“There are sections of this state 
where a Negro does not stand a China- 
man’s chance of getting fair and im- 
partial justice on an equal footing with 
the white man. 

“The fee system and niggardly treat- 
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“Quote “ad Unquote 4 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


ment of Negroes at the bar of justice 
are tools which are used to keep the 
poor white and the Negro subservient 
and submissive... . 

“Negroes constitute 35 per cent of 
our population in Alabama. Are they 
getting 35 per cent of the fair share of 
living? Are they provided with suf- 
ficient professional training which will 
produce their own men and women who 
can pave the way for better health, 
greater earning power, and a higher 
standard of living for all?... 

“As long as Negroes are held down 
by deprivation and lack of opportunity, 
the other poor people will be held down 
alongside them.” 

Hon, James E. Folsom 
Governor of Alabama 


“AND FROM HIS INFANCY...” 
(Continued from page 62) 
The Book of Ecclesiasticus says in 
chapter 30, verse 2: “He that in- 
structeth his son shall be praised in 
him, and shall glory in him in the 
midst of them of his household.” 
In chapter 19, verse 17, of the Book 
of Proverbs, we read: “Instruct 
thy son and he shall refresh thee, 
and shall give delight to thy soul.” 
These words are an incentive to 
parents to give their children that 
home training which will fit them for 
life: They are an encouragement to 
all, especially to Catholic parents, to 
labor unceasingly for the moral up- 
bringing of their offspring, teaching 
them from their infancy to fear God 
and to abstain from all sin. 


According to the New South, publi- 
cation of the Southern Regional Council 
(Atlanta, Ga.), sixty-three cities in 
twelve Southern states employ a total 
of 345 Negro police. Of these, 35 are 
detectives and 8 are policewomen. Here 
are the cities listed by New South, with 
one addition — Charleston, S. C. 


ALABAMA: Gulfport .. 2 
Dothan 1 
NORTH 
ARKANSAS: CAROLINA: 
Hot Springs 2 ; 
: Ahoskie 1 
Little Rock . 6 Aahecatic 3 
FLORIDA: Burlington 2 
Clearwater . 2 Charlotte .. 10 
Coda. ses 1 Durham 8 
Years... Tok ayetteville 2 
Devious Gastonia 5 
y 
Beach 2 Goldsboro .. 2 
Deland 2 Greensboro cate 
Fort Meyers: 2 High Point. 4 
Gainesville . 2 Raleigh ae os 
Key West . 2 Winston- : 
Melbourne . 1 Salem 
oe RS e OKLAHOMA: 
St. Peters- Muskogee . 2 
burg .... 4 Oklahoma 
Tampa .... 6 Ci anhe. a2 
West Palm ci ae 14 
Beach ... 4 
GEORGIA: SOUTH 
CAROLINA: 
Atlanta... 6 
Macon ...... 2 ~ Charleston 4 
Savannah .. 12 Clover 1 
Columbia 2 
KENTUCKY: Conway 9 
Lexington . 3 Rock Hill .. 2 
Louisville .. 34 
Owensboro . 2 TENNESSEE: 
MISSISSIPPI: Chattanooga 7 


345 Negro Policemen in the Soath 


Knoxville .. 7 
Nashville .. 6 


Port Arthur 10 
San Antonio 11 


TEXAS: VIRGINIA: 
Austin .... 6 Cape Charles 1 
Beaumont .. 2 Newport 
Corpus News ee 

Christi 2 Norfolk 9 
Dallas 4 Petersburg . 1 
FE] Paso .... 4 Portsmouth 1 
Galveston 15 Richmond 1 
Houston ... 17. Roanoke 2 - 


The Welcome Mat Is Always Out at the USO 


a eg, 


FAYETTEVILLE, North Carolina: — Sgt. 


r/c Carl A. Winston, 21, of Philadelphia, a 
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne, and a 
member of the soldier-planning committee 
which directs the program of the Ramsey 
Street USO Club in Fayetteville, is typical 
of the young men of the new armed forces 
who continue to find USO the “home away 
from home” it was for their war-time pre- 
decessors. 

(Sgt. Winston is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl L. Winston of 21 South 56th Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. A graduate of West Phila- 
delphia High School class of ’45 — he entered 


the service in 1946.) 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


‘Onote and Unquote” 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


True Religion 

“True Democracy makes no inquiry 
about the color of the skin, said Abe 
Lincoln. 

“True Religion makes no inquiry 
about the color of the skin, says the 
Catholic.” The Christian Conscience 

New Orleans, La. 


Interracial Justice Basis of 
Democracy 

“T firmly believe that much of the 
tension and unrest of our times can be 
traced to a rebellion on the part of un- 
der-privileged minorities at the incon- 
sistencies prevalent in the practical, 
evervday application of | American 
cemocracy.... 

“Interracial justice in .\merica is a 
thing very much desired by all men 
who are possessed with a sense of fair 
play. It is not tolerance; it is a quality 
of the soul; it is the very basis upon 
which the doctrines of our democracy 
are founded.” 

Velchisedec C. Clarke 
President 
Dunbar Life Insurance Co. 


Not Given Fair Deal in Courts 

“While [ realize that Negroes, due to 
lack of economic opportunity, education 
and life in general, do not have the 
same chances as do the rest of our peo- 
ple. [ do not believe that they have been 
eiven a fair deal at the hand of justice 
and jury in this state. 

“There are sections of this. state 
where a Negro does not stand a China- 
man's chance of getting fair and im- 
partial justice on an equal footing with 
the white man. 

“The fee system and niggardly treat- 


66 


ment of Negroes at the bar of justice 
are tools which are used to keep the 
poor white and the Negro subservient 
and submissive. ... 

“Negroes constitute 35 per cent of 
eur population in .\labama. Are they 
getting 35 per cent of the fair share of 
living? Are they provided with sut- 
ficient professional training which will 
produce their own men and women who 
can pave the way for better health. 
greater earning power, and a_ higher 
standard of living for all?... 

“As long as Negroes are held down 
by deprivation and lack of opportunity, 
the other poor people will be held down 
alongside them.” 

Hon, James I. Folsom 
Governor of ellabama 


“AND FROM HIS INFANCY...” 
(Continued from page 02) 
The Book of Ecclesiasticus says in 
chapter 30, verse 2: “He that in- 
structeth his son shall be praised in 
him, and shall glory in him in the 
midst of them of his household.” 
In chapter 19, verse 17, of the Book 
of Proverbs, we read: “Instruct 
thy son and he shall refresh thee, 
and shall give delight to thy soul.” 
These words are an incentive to 
parents to give their children that 
home training which will fit them for 
life. They are an encouragement to 
all, especially to Catholic parents, to 
labor unceasingly for the moral up- 
bringing of their offspring, teaching 
them from their infancy to fear God 
and to abstain from all sin. 


the South 
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cation of the Southern Regional Council ae 
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RLORIDA: 


Clearwater 
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Dania 
Daytona 
Beach 
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Gainesville 
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NORTH 
CAROLINA: 


\hoskie 
\sheville 
Burlington 
Charlotte 
Durham 
layetteville 
(Gastonia 
Goldsboro 
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High Point 
Raleigh 
Winston- 


Salem 


OKILAHOM 


Muskogee 
()klahoma 
City 
Tulsa 
SOUTH 
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Charleston 
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Rock Hall 
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Chattanooga 


Norte Ik 


Petersburg 


Christ 
Dallas 
1*] Paso 


(Salveston 


Portsmouth 
Richmond 


Houston Roanoke 


WELCOME 


Home Away From Home 


FAYETTEVILLE, North Carolina: — Sgt. 
1/c Carl A. Winston, 21, of Philadelphia, a 
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne, and a 
member of the 


soldier-planning committee 


which directs the program of the Ramsey 
Street USO Club in Fayetteville, is typical 
of the young men of the new armed forces 
who continue to find USO the “home away 
from home” it was for their war-time pre- 
decessors. 

(Sgt. Winston is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl L. Winston of 21 South 56th Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. A graduate of West Phila- 
delphia High School class of '45 — he entered 


the service in 1946.) 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


And Not Yet in High Gear! 


HATTIESBURG, MISS. — Father 
Thomas Megan, S.V.D., “hit” this city 
of 40,000 population like a tornado last 
October. He had come to open a mis- 
sion among the city’s 12,000 Negroes. 

He got hold of two old army bar- 
racks, converted one of them into a rec- 
tory for himself and Father Joseph 
Stier, S.V. D., his assistant (whom he 
has put on the road to gather funds for 
the new project), and the other into a 
church. Father Megan said the first 
Mass in this latter building on the first 
Sunday iff December (the paint was 
hardly dry, and the building was far 
from complete!) 

As Christmas approached, Father, in 
order to let the people of Hattiesburg 
know that he was open “for business,” 


CAPITAL CITY MISSIONARIES Father 

Francis Tetzlaff, S.V. D., (right) and his as- 

sistant, Father William Jans, S.V.D., are 

doing a good job at the Holy Ghost Mission 
in Jackson, Miss. 


‘at St. 


and at the same time to graphically re- 
mind all of the real reason for celebrat- 
ing Christmas, erected in front of his 
little church a huge billboard which he 
covered with a beautiful poster-picture 
of the Birth of Christ. This naturally 
attracted much attention and favorable 
comment. 

Learning of Christmas parties being 
planned ‘for the white children of Hat- 
tiesburg, but not hearing of any being 
planned for the colored children, Father 
Megan decided to do something about 
it. He went a-begging. The various 
merchants whose stores he visited just 
before Christmas were unable to resist 
his “high-pressure” methods. Father 
collected enough candy, nuts and fruit 
to fill 270 individual- bags. But, alas! 
300 kids showed up for Father’s Christ- 
mas party. Not “fazed” one bit, Father 
promised those extra kids that he’d 
make good that shortage in a few days. 
A day or so later, Father Megan had 
to go to the Seminary on business. Af- 
ter dinner that day some of the mem- 
bers saw Father gathering up pieces of 
candy and cake that had been served for 
dessert. “For those extra kids,” he 
grinningly explained. 


Forty Converts 


CHICAGO, ILL. — On Sunday, Jan- 
uary 8th, forty persons were baptized 
and received into the Catholic Church 
Elizabeth’s. This brought the 
total number of converts for the year 
at St. Elizabeth’s Church to 147. 

In conferring the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism, Father William Brambrink, 
S.V. D., the pastor, was assisted by Fa- 
ther Clarence Howard, S.V. D., Assist- 
ant Provincial of the Southern Prav- 
ince; Father Maurice’ Lesage, S.V. D., 
missionary from Africa; and Fathers 
Peter Weyland, S.V. D., Joseph Kehrer, 
S.V.D., and Aloysius Zimmerman, 
S.V. D. 


BIG DRUMS AND LITTLE DRUMMERS 


ve 


Father Conrad Kinder, S.V.D., pastor of St. Rose de Lima Church, Bay St. Louis, Miss., be- 
lieves in having lots of music (?) around, so besides his school band, which is coming along 


fine, he has also organized a drum and bugle corps. 


Here are the drummers, but where 


are the buglers? 


APOSTLE OF SOCIAL JUS- 
FICE 
(Continued from page 57) 


soothed it and began to bind up the 
broken leg. The ferocious bird be- 
came as quiet as a dove and after 
being aided flew away to his nest. 


When, many times afterwards, 
Martin was in the garden, the hawk 
flew to visit him and seemed never 
to forget his kind benefactor. 

In 1639, after Martin had 
passed years in the service of his 
community, Don Felician de Vaga, 
the Archbishop of Mexico, begged 
him to accompany him to Mexico 
where he knew that Martin could 
do so much good. The request was 
granted by the Superior, but Mar- 
tin made no pretense of making pre- 
parations for the journey for he 
knew full well that he would never 
take the trip. At this time he fore- 
told the precise day of his death to 
his friends. 

One night soon afterwards, he 
went to bed with a high fever and 


as he lay down he said almost 
prayerfully, “Behold, the close of 
my earthly pilgrimage.” This 
prophecy was fulfilled. After a 
few days’ illness he died on the eve- 
ning of November 3, 1639, in the 
sixtieth year of his age and the 
thirty-sixth year of his profession. 

Martin had given his entire life 
for the betterment of society. Al- 
though he has been in his grave over 
three hundred years, his spirit still 
moves in our midst, healing and 
comforting those who, in prayer, 
seek his aid. 

The holiness of this humble Ne- 
gro was so great that he was beatt- 
fied by the Catholic Church and was 
solemnly declared as a Blessed Ser- 
vant of God on September 10, 1837. 
He is now called Blessed Martin de 
Porres and, in gratitude, his clients 
are begging Almighty God to prove 
him worthy enough to reach, in the 
near future, the glorification of 
sainthood for the honor of God and 
the salvation of God’s children. 


MINIENTIIVINAL SEULUND CAPOUSURE 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


And Not Yet in High Gear! 
HATTIESBURG, MISS. Father 
Thomas Megan, S.V.D., “hit” this city 
of 40,000 population lke a tornado last 
October. He had come to open a mis- 
sion among the city’s 12,000 Negroes. 

He got hold of two old army bar- 
racks, converted one of them into a rec- 
tory for himself and Father Joseph 
Stier, S.V.D., his assistant (whom he 
has put on the road to gather funds for 
the new project), and the other into a 
church. Father Megan said the first 
Mass in this latter building on the frst 
Sunday in December (the paint was 
hardly dry. and the building was far 
from complete!) 

As Christmas approached, Father, m 
order to let the people of Hattiesburg 
know that he was open “for business,” 


CAPITAL CITY MISSIONARIES Father 

Francis Tetzlaff, S.V. D., (right) and his as- 

sistant, Father William Jans, S.V.D., are 

doing a good job at the Holy Ghost Mission 
in Jackson, Miss. 


and at the same time to graphically re- 
mind all of the real reason for celebrat- 
ing Christmas, erected in front of his 
little church a huge billboard which he 
covered with a beautiful poster-picture 
of the Birth of Christ. This naturally 
attracted much attention and favorable 
comment. 

Learning of Christmas parties being 
planned for the white children of Hat- 
tiesburg, but not hearing of any being 
planned for the colored children, Father 
Megan decided to do something about 
it. lle went a-begging. The various 
merchants whose stores he visited just 
before Christmas were unable to resist 
his “high-pressure” methods. lather 
collected enough candy, nuts and fruit 
to fill 270 individual bags. But, alas! 
300 kids showed up for Father's Christ- 
mas party. Not “fazed” one bit, Father 
promised those extra kids that he'd 
make good that shortage in a few days. 
A day or so later, Father Megan had 
to go to the Seminary on business. .\t- 
ter dinner that day some of the mem- 
bers saw Father gathering up pieces of 
candy and cake that had heen served for 
dessert. “For those extra kids.” he 
grinningly explained, 


Forty Converts 
CHICAGO, ILL. ()n Sunday, Jan- 
vary 8th, forty persons were baptized 
and received into the Catholic Church 
at St. [lizabeth’s. This brought the 
total number of converts for the vear 
at St. Mlizabeth’s Chureh to 147. 

In conferring the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism, Father Wiliam — Brambrink, 
S.V.D., the pastor, was assisted by Ifa- 
ther Clarence Hloward, S.V.D.. .\ssist- 
ant Provincial of the Southern Prov 
ince; Father Maurice Lesage, S.V.D., 
missionary from .\frica; and Fathers 
Peter Wevland, S.V. D.. Joseph Nehrer, 
S.V.D., and Aloysius Zimmerman, 


ap iy BE 


BIG DRUMS AND LITTLE DRUMMERS 


Father Conrad Kinder, S.V.D., pastor of St. Rose de Lima Church, Bay St. Louis, Miss., be- 
lieves in having lots of music (?) around, so besides his school band, which is coming along 


fine, he has also organized a drum and bugle corps. 


Here are the drummers, but where 


are the buglers? 


APOSTLE OF 
TICE. 


SOCIAL. JUS 


(Continued from page 37) 


soothed it and began to bind up the 
broken leg. The ferocious bird be- 
came as quiet as a dove and after 
being aided flew away to his nest. 
When, many times afterwards, 
Martin was in the garden, the hawk 
flew to visit him and seemed never 
to forget his kind benefactor. 

In 1639, after Martin had 
passed years in the service of his 
community, Don Telician de Vaga, 
the Archbishop of Mexico, begged 
him to accompany him to Mexico 
Where he knew that Martin could 
do so much good. The request was 
granted by the Superior, but Mar- 
tin made no pretense of making pre- 
parations for the journey for he 
knew full well that he would never 
take the trip. At this time he fore- 
told the precise day of his death to 
his friends. 


One night soon afterwards, he 
went to bed with a high tever and 


as he lay down he. said almost 
prayerfully, “Behold, the close of 
my earthly pilgrimage.” This 
prophecy was fulfilled. After a 
iew days’ illness he died on the eve- 
ning of November 3, 1639, in the 
sixtieth year of his age and the 
thirty-sixth year of his profession. 

Martin had given his entire life 
for the betterment of society. Al 
though he has been in his grave over 


three hundred years, his spirit: stl] 
moves in our midst, healing and 
comforting those who, in praver, 
seek his aid. 

The holiness of this humble Ne 
gro was so great that he was beat 
hed by the Catholic Church and was 
solemnly declared as a Blessed Ser 
vant of God on September 10, 1837 
He 1s now called Blessed Martin de 
Porres and, in gratitude, his clients 
are begging Almighty God to prove 
him worthy enough to reach, in the 
near future, the glorification of 
sainthood for the honor of Gsod and 
the salvation of God’s children. 


My dear Boys and Girls: 


The great Apostle St. Paul once 
preached one of his wonderful sermons 
calling upon all men to believe in and 
love our dear Savior Jesus Christ. It 
was a great success, and many people 
began to become Christians, and to fol- 
low the way of Jesus. 

But Jesus had enemies on earth, and 
so had St. Paul, His priest. These 


enemies were determined to: stop St. 
Paul from preaching in the Name of 


Jesus. They intended to kill him. So 
they agreed together that not one of 
them would eat or drink until they had 
put an end to the life and activities of 
St. Paul. And they kept a close watch 
on his every move. But God was watch- 
ing, too! He wanted to save St. Paul 
this time, so he could still continue 
preaching His holy religion. One night 
a friend of St. Paul’s, who lived near 
the wall of the city, let him down over 
the wall hidden in a large basket. And 
thus Paul escaped his enemies! 

From this true account you can see 
how far bad people will go in their 
efforts to keep good people out of heav- 
en. So badly did they wish to stop 
Jesus from having friends on earth that 
they resolved to NEITHER DRINK 
NOR EAT until St. Paul would be 
dead ! 

Those enemies of God were working 
for the devil. Isn’t it really too bad 
the devil has so many energetic and 
faithful workers, while God has so few 
— so few, for example, who are will- 
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ing to do a little penance and mortifica- 
tion during the holy Season of Lent. 
God does not ask that they “NEITHER 
EAT NOR DRINK,” but only that 
they take a little less food at certain 
times; only, perhaps, that they skip a 
show or dance, or say a few extra 
prayers — to help themselves and others 
into the kingdom of God’s love and hap- 
piness. 

God should have some good friends, 
too, just as the devil has! Why not 
be one of them? Why not “Neither 
Dance Nor Eat Nor Drink” (too much 
at one time) till the bad old devil is 
conquered by the Risen Christ on Easter 
Morn? Is it a promise? Sure it is! 
And I know you'll find many little 
things to offer our Crucified Lord to 
prove your love and to gain graces for 
yourself and for others. This will please 
the Good God immensely! Write and 
let me know what you did for the Be- 
loved Savior during Lent. 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: 

I spent my Christmas vacation going to 
my friends and playing games. Father, I 
go to church every morning. I go to Com- 
munion every other Sunday. Father, I am 
going to school to be a school teacher, so 
please pray for me to pass in my grade. 
Father, we have a nice church, and a nice 
little town. Mary Janell Robertson 

Delcambre, La. 


Well, well, Mary Janell, that’s swell! Each 
morn at the yell of the bell, little Janell enters 
the church to tell her beads to Mother Mary, 


and to pray for the success she hopes for as 
a teacher. Really swell! And as for going 
to Holy Communion every two weeks — 
that’s one of the best ways to get God on 
your side. And if God is with you, who can 
be against you? Yes, I also am going to 
pray for you, and I do hope you will remem- 
ber me in your prayers while at Holy Mass. 
I also do what you wish to do later on — 
teach school. May God grant your wish! 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: 


I am more than sorry that only now I can 
get a chance to write you this letter. And 
it is a long time I haven’t sent you any 
letter. Father, pardon me for taking so long, 
and I’m even more sorry I didn’t take part 
in the contest. It is simply because I am 
working up the valley, and I have no time 

_to write. 

If I would take part, one of my favorite 
saints would be St. Francis of Assisi. I 
think that would be a fine story. I received 
the two MESSENGERS and the Calendar. 
And it seems to me those were my last 
MESSENGERS. Father, I am very much 
interested in the MESSENGER, and for next 
year I will contribute a dollar for a year’s 
MESSENGER. 

Thanks very much for all the MESSEN- 
GERS, Father, and may I close my letter 
with gratitude, hoping you will give my 
friends my best regards. Yours sincerely in 


Christ, Denbigh Palacio, age 15 


110 Lemon St. 
Stann Creek, British Honduras 


It is really too bad, Denbigh, that you are 
working so hard that you hardly have time 
to write that beautiful story of the life of 
St. Francis. It surely would make a fine 
story. St. Francis was a favorite friend of 
Our Lord, and gave up all his riches to be 
poor for Christ, and to live and work ONLY 
FOR GOD by helping other people to get 
to heaven. What we need is a ST. 
FRANCIS OF TODAY! Who of you will 
volunteer for that job? I imagine some of 
the girls- would like to become another St. 
Joan of Arc. But today wars are fought 
with atom bombs, not swords, and I think 
most girls would be a little afraid to carry 
a few atom bombs in their big purses. So 
we will keep the convent doors open for them, 
It’s nice there. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: 8 


You may be sure that I really did like 
your story, “On My Word of Honor.” It 
was very nice! I wish I could be a priest. 
Maybe I will, sometime. Father, I had a 
wonderful Christmas vacation. I visited the 


Oblate Sisters of Providence in Wilson, 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


North Carolina, whose Motherhouse is in 
Baltimore, Maryland. I wish you were with 
me. They had a play. The name of it was 
“Still Shines the Star.” It was about the 
life of the Newborn King, our Lord. This 
time I am also writing about my favorite 


Saint. Robert Charles Raynor, age 14 


Rt. 1, Box 167 
Newton Grove, N. C. 


We are able to see clearly from that let- 
ter that Robert had a very nice vacation. 
And also that Robert must be a pretty nice 
fellow himself, since he would like to be a 
priest someday. Well, now is the time to 
start, Bobbie. It takes a long time to get 
there. It’s something like climbing up a high 
mountain, and finally you get to the top. Only 
difference is, you can sit and rest when you 
get to the top of a mountain, but when you 
reach the priesthood you don’t just sit and 
rest — that’s when you really start to work. 

It is wonderful, however, working day and 
night for the good of the future citizens of 
heaven. What could be greater? 


MY FAVORITE SAINT CONTEST 


Two splendid compositions about two splen- 
did saints are the winners for this month — 
the great Saint Christopher and the beautiful 
maiden, Saint Agnes. 


Saint Christopher 
by 
Emmanuel Bertrand 
Queen Mary Street 
Roseau, Dominica B.W.I. 

Long ago a young man named Offero came 
to the bank of a wide and rushing river, and 
there built for himself a log hut. He was 
at the end of his travels and the beginning 
of his labors. He was tall, and strong as 
any giant, and had spent many months look- 
ing for the strongest and bravest king in 
the world, whom he had sworn to serve. 
Twice he had been disappointed in his quest. 
The first time he had found a king who had 
led his armies to many victories; but when 
Offero found out that the king feared the 
“Evil One,” he set out to offer his services 
to this stronger king. Later, he met the 
“Evil One,” and stayed with him a while; 
but one day he discovered that the “Evil 
One” feared the Christ Who was hanged on 
the Cross, and Who was the King of Heaven. 


‘So Offero wandered over the earth, looking 


for the Christ, until one day a hermit told 
him that if he would make his home by the 
wide and rushing river, and would help 
travelers to cross over in safety, one day 
the Christ would come to him. 

So year after year Offero lived in the log 
hut which he had made, and day and night 
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travelers would call to him and he would 
take them in safety across the river. The 
young and the weak he would put on his 
shoulders, and with the aid of his staff, would 
make his way across the stream, no matter 
how dark the night, how strong the wind, 
how fierce the storm, or how swift the cur- 
rent. And year after year Offero waited for 
the Christ to come. 

As the years passed Offero grew old and 
leaned more heavily on his staff; still he 
carried his travelers safely across. Then one 
night when the storm was raging outside 
and Offero had settled down for the night, 
thinking that surely no travelers would be 
out in such a storm, he heard a Child’s voice 
calling. Offero went out into the rain and 
wind, and on the bank of the swollen river 
stood a Child Who asked to be taken across. 
In vain Offero pleaded with the Child to take 
shelter from the storm. So the giant took 
the Child on his shoulder and, with the staff 
in his hand, fought his way through the 
angry waters. Never had Offero. found the 
passage so difficult and dangerous; and 
strangely, never had he carried so heavy a 
burden, for at each step the Child seemed 
to grow heavier. 

But at last, battered and exhausted, Offero 
set down his burden on the far bank. 
“Whom have I carried?” asked Offero, gaz- 
ing in wonder at the Child. “Had it been 
the whole world it could not have been 
heavier!” The Child smiled at him, and as 
by a miracle, the storm ceased. “You have 
seen Him Who made the world,” He said. “I 
am Jesus Christ the King of Heaven Whom 
you have served long at the river. You 
shall no longer be called Offero, but Christo- 
pher, the Christ Bearer.” And so the giant 
met his King and gained a new name. 

The End 


A wonderful account of the life of the 
great Saint Christopher! Thank you Emman- 
uel, and I am sure every boy and every girl 
will be thankful to you for sending in such 
a beautiful story of the saint we all love. 


Saint Agnes 
by 
Robert Charles Raynor, age 14 
Rt. 1, Box 167 
Newton Grove, N.C. 


Many years ago, when the Church was 
very young, people were tortured and put 
to death because they believed in Our Lord. 
People who suffer and die for their faith are 
called martyrs. Among the early martyrs 
was a pretty little golden-haired girl only 
twelve years old. Her name was Agnes. 

The Roman soldiers made Agnes prisoner, 
and brought her before the altar of their 
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false gods. They told her she must burn 
incense before the false gods. Agnes refused. 
Instead, she made the Sign of the Cross. 
This showed that she meant to remain a 
Christian. The soldiers became angry, and 
decided to put the girl to death. They tried 
to bind her with chains but the chains were 
so big and heavy they dropped off her tiny 
wrists. It was not necessary to bind her, 
she went willingly to the place where she 
was to die, praying as she went. She knelt, 
and_ with her hand drew forward her hair, 
uncovering her neck for the blow of the 


sword. The End 

Today Saint Agnes is one of the great 
saints of the Church. Her feast comes on 
January 21. Boys and girls should have a 
special devotion to her because she was still 
a child when she gave her life for Christ. 
Ask her to help you become brave and strong 
when you are tempted to do wrong. 

The contest is still open, boys and girls, 
so don’t hesitate to write about one of your 
favorite saints and send in what you write. 
You may win a prize. 

* * * 

Father Cheer-Up will be looking out 
daily for such nice writings as the 
above. Meanwhile, keep praying for all 
the mission works of the Church. Write 
soon! = FATHER CHEER-UP 

The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


CATHOLIC CHURCH WORK 
AMONG AMERICAN 
NEGROES 

(Continued from page 54) 
More than 710 Negroes are study- 
ing in Catholic universities (not 
counting 1,100 attending Xavier 
University in New Orleans, La. — 
Editor’s note). 

There is, therefore, a_ well- 
founded hope with the grace of God 
that the influence of the Church 
among the Negroes of North Amer- 
ica will daily increase. Every Cath- 
olic, therefore, is asked by the Holy 
Father to pray with him that the 
work of the Catholic Church among 
American Negroes may bear much 
fruit. 


LET 
BLESSED MARTIN 


walk the earth 
AGAIN! 


A FULL BURSE, OR SCHOLAR- 
SHIP, IN THE NAME OF THIS 
HOLY MAN, WILL ENABLE US 
TO TRAIN A STUDENT FOR 
THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD. 
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We should have a complete scholar- 

ship in honor of Blessed Martin de 

Porres, for he was imbued with a deep 

love for God and an intense desire for 

the spread of God’s kingdom on this 

earth. With a Burse in his name, we can 

send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 

of God, to preach the love of Christ to all men. This Burse stands now at 

$2,120.86. We wish to complete it at $5,000. CAN YOU, OUT OF DE- 
VOTION TO BLESSED MARTIN, HELP US? 
Any amount, large or small, will be appreciated. 

We have other incomplete burses in honor of St. Joseph, St. Matthias, St. 

Jude, St. Elizabeth, the Sorrowful Mother, the Holy Ghost, St. Martha and 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat. ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MIss. 
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@ If you have good health 
@ If, out of love for God, you desire to consecrate your life 
to Him as a Religious — THEN 
Write today for further information to the 


REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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travelers would call to him and he would 
take them in safety across the river. The 
young and the weak he would put on his 
shoulders, and with the aid of his staff, wou!d 
make his way across the stream, no matter 
how dark the night, how strong the wine, 
how fierce the storm, or how swift the cur- 
rent. And year after year Offero waited for 
the Christ to come. 

As the years passed Offero grew old and 
leaned more heavily on his staff; still he 
carried his travelers safely across. Then one 
night when the storm was raging outside 
and Offero had settled down for the night, 
thinking that surely no travelers would be 
out in such a storm, he heard a Child’s voice 
calling. Offero went out into the rain and 
wind, and on the bank of the swollen river 
stood a Child Who asked to be taken across. 
In vain Offero pleaded with the Child to take 
shelter from the storm. So the giant took 
the Child on his shoulder and, with the staff 
in his hand, fought his way through the 
angry waters. Never had Offero found the 
passage so difficult and dangerous; and 
strangely, never had he carried so heavy a 
burden, for at each step the Child seemed 
to grow heavier. 

But at last, battered and exhausted, Offero 
set down his burden on the far bank. 
“Whom have I carried?” asked Offero, gaz- 
ing in wonder at the Child. “Had it teen 
the whole world it could not have been 
heavier!” The Child smiled at him, and as 
by a miracle, the storm ceased. “You have 
seen Him Who made the world,” He said. “I 
am Jesus Christ the King of Heaven Whom 
you have served long at the river. You 
shall no longer be called Offero, but Christo- 
pher, the Christ Bearer.” And so the giant 
met his King ard gained a new name. 

The End 


\ wonderful account of the life of the 
ereat Saint Christopher! Thank you Emman- 
uel, and [ am sure every boy and every girl 
will be thankful to you for sending ino such 
a beautiful story of the saitt we all love. 
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Rt. 1, Box 167 
Newton Grove, N.C. 

Many years ago, when the Church was 
very young, people were tortured and put 
to death because they believed in Our Lord. 
People who suffer and die for their faith are 
called martyrs. Among the early martyrs 
was a pretty little golden-haired girl only 
twelve years old. Her name was Agnes. 

The Roman soldiers made Agnes prisoner, 
and brought her before the altar of their 
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false gods. They told her she must burn 
incense before the false gods. Agnes refused. 
Instead, she made the Sign of the Cross. 
This showed that she meant to remain a 
Christian. The soldiers became angry, and 
Gecided to put the girl to death. They tried 
to bind her with chains but the chains were 
so big and heavy they dropped off her tiny 
wrists. It was not necessary to bind her, 
she went willingly to the place where she 
was to die, praying as she went. She knelt, 
and with her hand drew forward her hair, 
uncovering her neck for the blow of the 


sword. The End 

Today Saint Agnes is one of the great 
saints of the Chureh. Her feast comes on 
January 21. Boys and girls should have a 
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so don't hesitate to write about one of your 
favorite saints and send in what you write 
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More than 710 Negroes are study- 
ing in Catholic universities (not 
counting 1,100 attending Xavier 
University in New Orleans, La. — 
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the spread of God's kingdom on this 
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send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 
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Nancy BucCKLEY 


Last night the snow was falling 


Upon a silent tree, 
And each small flake was calling 


To lonely reverie. 


The restless dark came bringing 
Its burden of sad fears, 
The wind’s harsh broken singing 


Seemed muted with vain tears. 


But now warm rays are sifting 
On little budding things, 

And eager clouds are lifting 
Their soft and downy wings. 


So joyful and assuring 

Is every tuneful tree, 
This -morning is alluring 
My heart with melody. 
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To lonely reverie. 
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Its burden of sad fears, 
The wind’s harsh broken singing 


Seemed muted with vain tears. 
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Junior Daughters of the Knights of Peter | 
Claver join in singing the Novena hymns to 
Our Lady 


Honoring Our Lady | 


of Fatima 


On the night of January 6, 1950, 
the Feast of the Epiphany, Our 
Lady of Sorrows Church on Jack- 
son Boulevard in Chicago, IIl., the 
National Shrine of the Sorrowful 
Mother Novena, was the scene of 
an unforgettable demonstration of 
faith on the part of Catholic Ne- 
groes of Chicago and vicinity. 

While all Catholics, whether 


* Photos by courtesy of The Chicago 
Photographers, Chicago, III. 


Fourth Degree Knights of Peter Claver take 


their places in church before the 
services begin 


White-uniformed members of the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary KPC march in procession from the 
church after the services 


colored or white, are always wel- 
come to attend services at the Na- 
tional Shrine, this particular night 
— American Negro Night — was 
selected as an occasion on which 
American Negroes as a group might 
honor Our Blessed Mother in a 
special way. By attending the No- 
vena Service in large numbers, Ne- 
gro Catholics joined in a public sa- 
lute to Our Lady of Fatima and 
thus participated in the immense 
welcome that Chicago Catholics 
have extended to the National 
Shrine’s new group of statues rep- 
resenting the apparition of Our 
Lady of Fatima to Lucy, Francis 
and Jacinta. 

Organizations with considerable 
representation at the Novena Serv- 
ice included the Knights of Peter 
Claver, the Ladies’ Auxiliary, the 
Junior Daughters, Boy Scouts, and 
Negro members of the police and 
fire departments. Rev. Clarence J. 
Howard, S.V.D., Assistant Provin- 


Ls 
1s 


ABOVE: 


Salute to Our Lady 


cial. of the Southern Province. of 
the Society of the Divine Word, 
preached the sermon on “Our Lady 
of Fatima and Her Promises.” The 
whole Novena Service was broadcast 
over radio station WCFL. 


BELOW: Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D. 
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Church and school of the Holy Child Jesus Mission 


Holy Child Jesus Mission in Canton 


GiuBert Hay, M.S.SS.T. 


@ “Save the child and you save all” 


In March of 1946, Bishop Richard 
O. Gerow of Natchez asked Father 
Andrew Lawrence, M.S.SS.T., wno 
was at that time pastor of Im- 
maculate Conception Church in Sul- 
phur Springs, Miss., to undertake 
mission work for the colored people 
of Canton, Miss. 

Father Andrew, though engaged 
at the time in building Sacred Heart 
Mission for the colored Catholics of 
Sulphur Springs, began the search 
for a suitable piece of property in 
Canton. A number of difficulties 
were encountered. White property 
owners showed little interest in sell- 
ing land for a Negro mission; be- 
sides, a site large enough to allow 
future expansion was difficult to lo- 
cate. But, after some months, what 
was probably the only large unde- 
veloped plot of land in the Negro 
residential section was purchased 
from Mr. Clarence Wohner, pres- 
ident of the First National Bank, 
and a prominent Canton Catholic. 

The property consisted of approx- 
imately three acres. It was not an 
ideal spot, but it was the only one 
available. There was one building 
on the property — a small bunga- 


Smiling pupils of Holy Child Jesus School 
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low. This served for a time as a 
convent and is now the rectory. 


Immediately after the purchase 
of the land, Father Andrew made 
plans to secure some temporary 
buildings necessary to carry on an 
active and full-time apostolate. A 
permanent convent, large enough to 
house four Sisters, had to be built 
first. On its completion the new 
mission, dedicated to the Holy 
Child Jesus, was officially opened 
with the erection and blessing of a 
large outdoor mission cross. 


On the first of September of that 
year Father Justin Furman, M.S.- 
SS.T., assistant to Father Andrew, 
took up his residence at the new mis- 
sion, and with him and Father An- 
drew doing much of the construc- 
tion work two frame Army barracks 
were erected on the property. These 
provided the facilities to carry on a 
variety of mission projects. At the 


present time one of these buildings 
is serving as the church, the other 
as parish hall. 


To assist Father Justin, two Sis- 
ters of the Missionary Servants of 
the Most Blessed Trinity were ob- 
tained. Sister Marie Jean, the su- 
perior, a zealous and dynamic mis- 
sioner of many years’ experience, 
made her presence in Canton felt 
immediately. Her tireless visiting, 
her charity and sdlicitude for all 
soon made her respected and loved 
by colored and white alike. She 
daily visited homes, the local hospi- 
tal, and even the jail. Sister gave 
religious instructions, distributed 
food, clothing and medicine to the 
poor, and finally opened a small 
clinic. Seated behind the steering 
wheel of her faithful Ford, she soon 
became one of the best known 
figures in town. 


One of the axioms of Father 
Thomas A. Judge, the founder of 
the Missionary Servants: of the 
Most Holy Trinity, in the estab- 
lishment of our missions was “Save 
the child and you save all!” And 
every missionary knows that in the 
establishment of a permanent parish 
a school is essential. Adult converts 
there will be, but the hope of the 
Church is in the children. So in 
September of 1946, after much 
home visiting by Sister Francis 
Marie, M.S.B.T., a kindergarten 
was opened. In attendance were 18 
children, of whom only one was a 


Catholic. 


In September of 1947, Holy 
Child Jesus Mission was made an 
independent mission and I was put 
in charge of the work. Splendid 
progress had already been made. 
When I arrived in Canton the 


original four Negro Catholics at the 
mission had grown to eleven. The 


MEET THE STAFF! 


Father Gilbert Hay, M.S.SS.T., and the five 
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 
whose Motherhouse is in La Crosse, Wis. 


average attendance at Sunday Mass 
was twenty-five. Sister Marie Jean 
had organized an active Ladies” 
Auxiliary which had completed a re- 
markable number of charitable pro- 
jects. The extraordinary thing 
about this group is that of the 
twelve active members only one is 
a Catholic. . 

Upon my arrival in Canton, 
Father Michael McCarthy, pastor 
of the local white church, welcomed 
me with true Southern hospitality, 
and briefed me on the religious, 
social, civic, and business aspects of 
life in this Mississippi metropolis. 
Father McCarthy knows Canton and 
its people, and his counsel was in- 
valuable. He is most cooperative, 
and the arrangement we have hit on 
is as good as one could ask for, and 
does much to balance the difficulties 
inherent in Negro mission work in 
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Church and school of the Holy Child Jesus Mission 


Holy Child Jesus Mission in Canton 


GILBERT Hay, M.S.SS.T, 


@ “Save the child and you save all’ 
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low. This served for a time as a 


convent and is now the rectory. 
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the South with a relationship that 
makes life pleasant. 


The months following my arrival 
in Canton were busy ones. First of 
all, there was a considerable amount 
of visiting to be done. A priest can- 
not work successfully with any 
group of people if he is a stranger 
to them. And it has. been my ex- 
perience that the colored people 
particularly will not come to our 
church services and activities and in- 
vestigate the Church unless we ex- 
tend them a personal invitation. 
There are many among them who 
have the idea that membership in 
the Catholic Church is had only by 
invitation. So, in the next six 
months I visited practically every 
Negro home in Canton. And I be- 
lieve it has paid off, not in any mass 
conversion, but in interest in the mis- 
sion and in the attendance of many 
non-Catholics at Mass and other 
church services. .There are some 
who will argue that there is no point 
in filling your church with non-Cath- 
olics Sunday after Sunday. But 
I believe there is. “Faith comes by 
hearing,” says St. Paul (Rom. 10:- 
17); and not by hearing once, but 
many times. And if some people 
don’t hear about the Catholic Faith 
at Mass, they: won’t hear about it at 
all. While attending Mass these 
people receive an instruction, and 
they get to feel at home in the 
Church. The liturgy, the singing 
and the prayers in common do much 
to attract them and prepare them for 
the gift of Faith, and, in God’s good 
time, will lead, I believe, to the con- 
version of many. 


In 1947 a second room in one of 
our buildings was furnished as a 
classroom, another Sister was added 
to our staff, and the first and second 
grades were opened. Our school en- 
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Sister Vincenza ‘with Raphael and Freddie 


rollment that year increased to sixty. 
Because the mission was growing 
so rapidly, it became necessary the 
following year to make a change in 
personnel. The Missionary Ser- 
vants of the Blessed Trinity, who 
had been doing the teaching and 
missionary work, are not a teaching 
community, and could not continue 
to supply teaching Sisters for the 
growing school. Consequently it be- 
came necessary to obtain a teaching 
community of Sisters to take over 
this most important aspect of the 
mission’s growth. We were most 
fortunate in obtaining the Francis- 
can Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 
of La Crosse, Wis., for that impor- 
tant work. : 
In August of 1948, the first four 
Franciscan Sisters arrived in Canton 


to begin their work on the Negro 
Apostolate. They have proved to 
be excellent teachers. One of the 
Sisters is a musician, and we have 
thus been able to form an adult choir 
and a children’s choir. Another Sis- 
ter is a nurse, and she has taken over 
the work of the clinic. One of our 
best projects, from a _ missionary 
standpoint, is the Well Baby Clinic, 
which Sister conducts each Wednes- 
day. Helping a baby invariably 
wins the friendship and goodwill of 
the mother. 

Another of our projects is a week- 
ly rummage sale conducted for the 
benefit of the mission by two young 
lady lay apostles, who are voluntari- 
ly and without charge devoting their 
time to the cause of the mission. 

Last September the new Holy 
Child Jesus School was dedicated. 
This building is of brick construc- 
tion, has four large classrooms, and 
is modern in every respect. We now 
have 120. pupils enrolled in eight 
grades, and will have our first gram- 
mar school graduation this year. 

The number of our Catholics has 
grown to thirty-seven, twenty-six of 
them converts. Attendance at Sunday 


Mass has been averaging fifty, and 
on many Sundays has gone well over 
that figure, making our small church 
bulge at the seams, and making the 
building of a larger church a big 
problem that will have to be faced 
soon. 


Our Ladies’ Auxiliary continues 
to be active, our Girl Scout Troop 
is growing, our Altar Boy Society 
is in good shape, and our First Fri- 
day Holy Hour is well attended. 

For myself, I would say that a 
missioner could not desire a better 
place to work in than in the town of 
Canton. The people have been more 
than friendly. Those with whom 
we are working are very cooperative. 
And though the financial problem, 
the work of raising funds to support 
the work now going on and to pro- 
vide buildings necessary to take, care 
of our growth and expansion, is a 
constant and difficult one, the over- 
all picture is excellent. In the not- 
too-distant future we believe that 
Holy Child Jesus Mission will be a 
parish of which both the Diocese of 
Natchez, and the Missionary Serv- 
ants of the Most Holy Trinity will 
be justly. proud. 


Some of the 120 Canton youngsters who have chosen to attend Holy Child Jesus School — 


Canton’s only Catholic school. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE 


Frank J. Forp 


Cause For Applause 


When Jefferson College, in Mis- 
sissippi, turned down an endowment 
of $50,000,000 — offered on con- 
dition that Negroes, Jews and Asia- 
tics be excluded from the school — 


the news was hailed by all fair- - 


minded people everywhere as another 
step in the direction of tolerance and 
decency. Basically, it was carrying 
out the precept enunciated by Lin- 
coln that all men are born free and 
equal. But, carrying out that pre- 
cept to its logical conclusion, that all 
men are born to Jive equal, Jefferson 
College deserves, and has received, 
special commendation. Its refusal 
to be bribed into a position which 
would make it another stronghold 
of prejudice and animosity, cannot 
be over-emphasized. That refusal, 
in effect, poses a fundamental fact 
that seems to have escaped the notice 
of many people (among them the 
tentative donor of $50,000,000) — 
that the mere circumstance of the 
pigmentation of a man’s skin unal- 
_terably determines whether or not 
he is entitled to full recognition un- 
der°the American Bill of Rights. 


Lafayette Says, “No!” 


Almost at the same time that Jef- 
ferson College was rejecting the pro- 
ferred 50 million dollar endowment, 
Lafayette College of Easton, Pa., 
was declining an endowment of 
$140,000 which stipulated that Cath- 
olics and Jews be barred from the 
scholarships which the funds were 
to finance. Strangely enough, the 
endowment was left in the will of a 
man who had been mm the consular 


service of the State Department. 
The will had been the subject of 
litigation for the last ten years and 
the bequest to the college came to 
light only recently. At a meeting 
of the college trustees, Dr. Ralph 
C. Hutchinson, president of Lafa- 
yette, declared that “While the pro- 
ceeds were to have been used for 
general endowment, the fact remains 
that the legacy contains an inopera- 
tive clause discriminating against 
Jews and Catholics. The board has 
therefore taken action declining the 
legacy as containing intimations of 
discrimination which are contrary to 
the history, practice and ideals of 
Lafayette College” “Lafayette’s 
enrollment,” Dr. Hutchinson em- 
phasized, “has always included large 
numbers of Jews and Catholics and 
many of its distinguished alumni 
are among them.” 


The Church and Racism 


In an editorial titled “Even Prot- 
estants Are Impressed,” the Dallas 
EXPRESS warmly praises the 
Church for its leadership in the 
battle for better racial relationships 
everywhere. “The Catholic Church,” 
declares the EXPRESS, “is bring- 
ing heroic measures to bear upon 
America’s eating cancer of racial 
prejudice. One good sign that wide 
notice is being taken of the attitudes 
and actions of Catholics in race re- 
lations was a recent news item from 
Raleigh, N. Car., which said that 
‘North Carolina Negro Baptists at 
their 119th annual meeting here 
have praised Catholics for applying 
Christian principles to the problems 

(Continued on page 91) 
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Sister seems to be busily engaged in a game 
of “Jacks” with some of her pupils at St. 
John’s School 


FORT SMITH, 
ARKANSAS 


Back in 1916 a Catholic mission 
was started among the colored peo- 
ple of Fort Smith, Arkansas, and 
placed under the patronage of St. 
John the Baptist. Today this mis- 
sion has developed into a small parish 
with a church, rectory, grade school 
and junior high school. The Fathers 
of the Holy Ghost Are in charge. 
Father Samuel Delaney, C.S.Sp., is 


the pastor. The school, with an en- 
rollment of 150 children, is staffed 
by four Benedictine Sisters, whose 
Motherhouse is in Fort Smith. 


St. John’s Church 


St. John’s School, Fort’ Smith, Ark. 
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placed under the patronage of St. 
John the Baptist. Today this mis- 
sion has developed into a small parish 
with a church, rectory, grade school 
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I'ather Samuel Delaney, C.S.Sp., 1s 
the pastor. The school, with an en 
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ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR 


By THE FRANCISCAN CLERICS 


.@ Holy Negro Lay Brother 


It is often said that the Negro is 
a spiritual man, and as such he is 
more easily able to attain great sanc- 
tity of life. God’s grace works 
through spiritual men to bring them 
ever closer to Himself. We know 
this for a fact, for there is a Negro 
Franciscan on record who has at- 
tained the heights of sanctity; one 
in whom the Christian virtues 
brightly shone forth when he was 
on earth. So filled with the love of 
God and the love of his neighbor 
was this great Negro that he is now 
more capable of helping all the 
members of his race to attain sanc- 
tity. As a saint, he is a special friend 
of God to whom God will grant 
favors. Who is this famous Negro 
who not only during his sojourn on 
earth was a great friend of both Ne- 
groes and whites in directing them 
to lead holier lives, but who even 
now uses his great influence in heav- 
en to help sanctify both Negroes 
and whites? He is St. Benedict the 
Moor, the holy Negro in the Fran- 
ciscan Order. 


St. Benedict the Moor was born 
in Sicily in 1526. Although his 
parents were slaves brought over 
from Africa, they were promised 
that their firstborn child would be 
free. At the age of eighteen Bene- 
dict left his parents to earn his own 
livelihood. The piety of his life 
caused some to ridicule him, but the 
majority, including men like Jerome 
Lanza, knew that he was a saintly 
man. Jerome invited Benedict to 
join his group of hermits and Bene- 
dict accepted. Within a short time, 
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St. Benedict the Moor, 0.F.M. 


however, the hermits, in obedience 
to an order from Pope Pius IV, dis- 
banded; and the individual mem- 
bers entered one or the other of the 
older Orders of the Catholic Church. 
Thus, Benedict entered the Order of 
St. Francis, and as a lay Brother he 
was satisfied to cook for the members 
of the community, to distribute alms, 
perform many other manual works 
about the monastery, and spend his 
leisure time in prayer with God. 
Just as a city perched on a mountain 
top cannot very well be hidden from 
view, neither could Benedict’s vir- 
tuous life be hidden from his con- 
freres in the Franciscan monastery. 


When it was again time to elect 
a new superior of the monastery, the 
choice unanimously fell on the only 


Negro member, Benedict. Protest 
as he would,.that he was incapable, 
that he was uneducated, that he was 
not worthy of the dignity and re- 
sponsibility, yet, he was told that in 
obedience to the higher Superiors of 
the Franciscan Order he must accept. 
Only then did Benedict accept his 
position of honor and responsibility. 

As superior of the Franciscan 
community of priests, students and 
lay Brothers, Benedict exercised the 
Christian virtues of prudence, char- 
ity, zeal for the salvation of souls, 
justice, and all the others. He gent- 
ly, but firmly corrected faults, and 
he zealously instructed the new 
members to higher sanctity of life. 
God so favored his humble servant 
that he often confounded the wise 
and learned with his explanations of 
the Scriptures. 


Even outside the monastery, the 
fame of this Negro’s holiness of 


life could not be hidden. People 
flocked to him for advice and help 
in all difficulties. To prove his 
sanctity to all men, God was pleased 
even to perform miracles through 
Benedict. Through his prayers the 
sick were healed, the lame walked, 
the blind saw, the desperate received 
hope, and those who were at odds 
with each other were reconciled. 


Even after his death Benedict 
aided helpless péople, white as well 
as colored. When they prayed at 
his tomb, or asked God to grant 
them relief through the intercession 
of St. Benedict the Moor, miracles 
were performed. What a worthy 
patron of the Negro race is St. Bene- 
dict the Moor. He remembers the 
needs of his people even now be- 
fore the throne of God; and God is 
pleased to favor his friend, Bene- 
dict, by granting favors to those who 
ask them in his name. 


So powerful is the influence of 
St. Benedict the Moor with God 
that he enjoys wide popularity 
among the people of Sicily, Portu- 
gal, Spain, Mexico and the countries 
of South America. There are books 
on his life published in the lan- 
guages of these countries. In fact, 
after the death of Benedict, the 
Holy See, whose loyal subject he 
always was, received so many re- 
quests from persons who were helped 
by him, that it conducted the process 
whereby the virtuous life of Benedict 
was proved beyond doubt, and the 
miracles God performed through him 
were authenticated. Thus on a memo- 
rable day in 1807 Pope Pius VII sol- 
emnly pronounced that Benedict was 
certainly in heaven enjoying the spe- 
cial friendship of God, and that he 
would be venerated as a saint by all 
men. Statues and pictures of this 
holy Negro could now be placed in 
Catholic churches all over the 
world, and prayers could even be 
publicly said, asking God’s help 
through the intercession of Huis 
special friend, St. Benedict the 
Moor. 


Truly can St. Benedict the Moor 
also be interested in the interracial 
question and conflict of today. By 
declaring St. Benedict the Moor 
worthy of honors as a saint of God 
by all men, white as well as brown, 
red as well as black, the Church 
proves that Negroes as well as 
whites, with the grace of God, may 
attain great sanctity of life and 
come very close to God. Devotion 
to St. Benedict the Moor by men of 
all races and colors can be a means 
of uniting them in lasting friend- 
ship. Let them choose St. Benedict 
the Moor for their board of arbi- 
tration before God, If they exam- 

(Continued on page 89) 
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ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR 


By THE FRANCISCAN CLERICS 


@ Holy Negro Lay Brother 


It is often said that the Negro is 
a spiritual man, and as such he is 
more easily able to attain great sanc- 
tity of life. God’s grace works 
through spiritual men to bring them 
ever closer to Himself. We know 
this for a fact, for there is a Negro 
Franciscan on record who has. at- 
tained the heights of sanctity; one 
in whom the Christian virtues 
brightly shone forth when he was 
on earth. So filled with the love of 
God and the love of his neighbor 
was this great Negro that he 1s now 
more capable of helping all the 
members of his race to attain sanc 
tity. “As a saint, he is a special friend 
of God to whom God will grant 
favors. Who ts this famous Negro 
who not only during his sojourn on 
earth was a great friend of both Ne 
groes and whites in directing them 
to lead holier lives, but who even 
now uses his great influence in heav- 
en to help sanctify both Negroes 
and whites? He is St. Benedict the 
Moor, the holy Negro in the Fran 
ciscan Order. 


St. Benedict the Moor was born 
in Sicily in 1526. Although his 
parents were slaves brought over 
from Africa, they were promised 
that their firstborn child would be 
free. At the age of eighteen Bene- 
dict left his parents to earn his own 
livelihood. The piety of his life 
caused some to ridicule him, but the 
majority, including men like Jerome 
Lanza, knew that he was a saintly 
man. Jerome invited Benedict to 
join his group of hermits and Bene- 
dict accepted. Within a short time, 
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St. Benedict the Moor, O.F.M. 


however, the hermits, in) obedience 
to an order from Pope Pius IV, dis- 
banded; and the individual mem- 
bers entered one or the other of the 
older Orders of the Catholic Church. 
Thus, Benedict entered the Order of 
st. Francis, and as a lay Brother he 
Was satisfied to cook for the members 
of the community, to distribute alms, 
perform many other manual works 
about the monastery, and spend his 
leisure time in prayer with God. 
Just as a city perched on a mountain 
top cannot very well be hidden from 
view, neither could Benedict’s vir- 
tuous life be hidden from his con- 
freres in the I*ranciscan monastery. 

When it was again time to elect 
a new superior of the monastery, the 
choice unanimously fell on the only 


——_—_ 


Negro member, Benedict. Protest 
as he would, that he was incapable, 
that he was uneducated, that he was 
not worthy of the dignity and re- 
sponsibility, yet, he was told that in 
obedience to the higher Superiors of 
the I*ranciscan Order he must accept. 
Only then did Benedict accept his 
position of honor and responsibility. 

As superior of the I*ranciscan 
community of priests, students and 
lay Brothers, Benedict exercised the 
Christian virtues of prudence, char- 
ity, zeal for the salvation of souls, 
justice, and all the others. He gent- 
ly, but firmly corrected faults, and 
he zealously instructed the new 
members to higher sanctity of life. 
God so favored his humble servant 
that he often confounded the wise 
and learned with his explanations of 
the Scriptures. 

Even cutside the monastery, the 
fame of this Negro’s holiness of 
life could not be hidden. People 
flocked to him for advice and help 
in all difficulties. To prove his 
sanctity to all men, Ged was pleased 
even to perform miracles through 
Benedict. Through his prayers the 
sick were healed, the lame walked, 
the blind saw, the desperate received 
hope, and those who were at odds 
with each other were reconciled. 

Even after his death Benedict 
aided helpless people, white as well 
as colored. When they prayed at 
his tomb, or asked God to grant 
them relief through the intercession 
of St. Benedict the Moor, miracles 
were performed. What a worthy 
patron of the Negro race is St. Bene- 
dict the Moor. He remembers the 
needs of his people even now be- 
fore the throne of God; and God 1s 
pleased to favor his friend, Bene- 
dict, by granting favors to those who 
ask them in his name. 


So powerful is the influence of 
St. Benedict the Moor with God 
that he enjoys wide popularity 
among the people of Sicily, Portu- 
gal, Spain, Mexico and the countries 
of South America. There are books 
on his life published in the lan- 
guages of these countries. In fact, 
after the death of Benedict, the 
Holy DEE, whose loyal subject he 
always was, received so many re- 
quests from persons who were helped 
by him, that it conducted the process 
whereby the virtuous life of Benedict 
was proved beyond doubt, and the 
miracles Ged performed through him 
were authenticated. Thus on a memo 
rable day in 1807 Pope Pius VIL sol 
emnly pronounced that Benedict was 
certainly in heaven enjoying the spe 
cial friendship of God, and that he 
vould be venerated as a saint by all 
men. Statues and pictures of this 
holy Negro could now be placed in 
Catholic churches all) over the 
world, and prayers could even be 
publicly said, asking God’s help 
through =the intercession of His 
special friend, St.. Benedict the 


Moor. 


Truly can St. Benedict the Moor 
also be interested in the interracial 
question and conflict of today. By 
declaring St. Benedict the Moor 
worthy of honors as i saint otf (sod 
by all men, white as well as brown, 
red as well as black, the Church 
proves that Negroes as well as 
whites, with the grace of God, may 
attain great sanctity of life and 
come Very close to God. Devotion 
to St. Benedict the Moor by men of 
all races and colors can be a means 
of uniting them in lasting friend- 
ship. Let them choose St. Benedict 
the Moor for their board of arbi- 
tration before God. If they exam- 
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Breathing “Easy” 


Both major and minor senainar- 
lans are breathing “easy” now that ex- 
aminations are over — the “Battle of 
the Brains” as they call it. The “Battle 
of Bull Run” was a pushover when 
compared to overcoming a difficult 


Latin or Greek construction or defend- ’ 


ing Philosophical or Theological theses. 


General Visitation 


Wednesday, January 25, the 
Very Rev. Aloysius Kappenberg, 
S.V.D., the Superior General of the 
Society of the Divine Word who resides 
in Rome, arrived here at the Seminary 
at 5:00 P.M. to begin his official visi- 
tation. Father General was welcomed 
by the whole community at the chapel 
entrance. Following the reception Fa- 
ther General addressed the community 
assembled in chapel. He spoke of the 
fine spirit that our men in the Pacific 
and Asia have maintained in spite of 
the numberless and unspeakable difficul- 
ties they’ve had to meet as a result of 
the war and the present scourge of 
Communism. Father General will re- 
main with us a week, and will then 
visit all of our Southern Missions in 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
perhaps Texas. 


Sports 


The students’ new basketball 
goals have really been getting a work- 
out. Both varsity and junior teams 
have won two out of three games played. 
The greatest fun in all the games of the 
Juniors is to watch little “Pee Wee” 
Earl Boyd, ’53, get around players al- 
most twice his size and neatly drop the 
ball through the basket. “Pee Wee” 
appropriately wears the number %4 on 
his jersey! As yet, no one has tried 
shooting him through the basket. 

Perhaps the most historic game 
played was that of the Brother Novices 
and Candidates against the Fraters — 
historical because it was the first time 
such a game had ever been played here. 
The Novices and Candidates fought 
valiantly and desperately, but the 
Fraters were too much for them. The 
final score was: Fraters 20, Brother 
Novices 13. 
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Mardi Gras? 


No, just long faces after the re- 
ception of report cards. The students 
usually look forward to the reception 
of report cards at the end of the first & 
semester with an air of uncertainty. ; 
The reason for this is that the cards 
are received in the presence of Father 
Rector and the whole assembly of 
teachers. The Deportment marks — 
Conduct, Punctuality, Neatness and ' 
Application — are read aloud while the 
“victim” stands up in full view of 
teachers and students alike. It’s like 
facing a firing squad that’s using guns 


THE COMMUNITY OF FATHERS, FRATERS, BR( 
and students at St. Augustine’s Seminary on the occa 
Rev. Aloysius Kappenberg, S.V. D., (seated, c@ter) the 

the Divine Word 
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pod and Brotherhood 


loaded with your-own bullets. The poor 
student’s face changes like a technicolor 
movie, especially if in his confusion he 
reaches out to receive his card with his 
left hand instead of his right. The re- 
ceiving of cards at the end of the school 
year has the added thrill of hearing the 
words “promoted,” “promoted on con- 
dition,” or just plain silence (boo-hoo!) 
— which means “not promoted.” 


Landing Field? 


At first glance one would think 
the students’ renovated baseball field is 
a landing field for airplanes. The field 


RATERS, BROTHERS, NOVICES, CANDIDATES 
y on the occasion of the official visit of the Very 
ed, c@ter) the Superior General of the Society of 
Divine Word 


25 YEARS OF SERVICE 
Mr. John Dautrieve, who was born near 
New Iberia, La., in 1897, has just finished 
his twenty-fifth year as an employee of the 
Seminary. His practical knowledge of elec- 
trical work, plumbing, carpentry, auto re- 
pairing and poultry raising has made him 
an invaluable asset to the Seminary. “John,” 
as everyone affectionately calls him, lives in 
his own home, not far from the Seminary, 
with his wife and one granddaughter. His 
children are all grown and married 


has been enlarged so that all three out- 
fields are over three hundred feet long 
with plenty of foul territory. 

Just beyond the students’ left field, 
on the site of the old vegetable garden, 
the Fraters are clearing a plot of land 
for a recreation ground. Under the 
watchful eye of Frater “Jerry” Lewis 
the field is taking some shape (nobody 
knows what kind!) 


Missionary Visitor 


We had an unexpected visit from 
Father Frank Ecimovich, who came for 
a little chat with Father Superior 
General. To see Father Frank in his 
usual lighthearted and jovial mood one 
would hardly suspect that he is a “lone 
wolf” in one of our toughest missions, 
Taylor, Texas, where debts by far out- 
number the few Catholic converts. But 
Father’s cheerful nature and confidence 
in God will overcome all. Please re- 
member his work in your prayers. 
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Honorary Canon in Haiti 


We herewith present a photo of 
the Very Rev. Eloi Canon Codada, 
pastor of Plaisance, Diocese of Cap- 
Haitien, Haiti, West Indies. Father 
Codada, a native Haitian, has done 
valiant missionary work in his native 
land for over thirty years. Father 
Codada was made an honorary canon 
along with the Very Rev. Emmanu- 
el Canon Kebreau, also a Haitian, 
whose picture appeared in the June- 
July 1948 issue of Sr. AuGusTINE’s 
MESSENGER. 


Very Rev. Eloi Canon Codada 
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COLLEGE SORORITY VISITS 
These members of Kappa Gamma Pi from the four Catholic colleges of New Orleans, La. 
(Dominican College, Loyola University, Ursuline College and Xavier University), recently 
paid a visit to St. Augustine’s Seminary at Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi. These young 
ladies are doing a splendid job of furthering interracial understanding and good will 
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CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN UGANDA, 
KENYA, AND TANGANYIKA 


Mosr Rev. THomas J. McDonne tt, D.D. 


These three territories under the 
trusteeship of Great Britain are situated 
on the famous Lake Victoria in East 
Africa. The Zanzibar Protectorate is 


Population 
Uganda: 5 Missions 4,000,000 
Kenya & Zanzibar : 4 Missions 3,500,000 
Tanganyika: 15 Missions 6,000,000 


13,500,000 


One-eighth of the whole region has 
already become Catholic. Kenya and 
Zanzibar have the smallest proportion 
of Catholics, namely, 7 per cent. In 
Tanganyika 10 per cent of the popula- 
tion has embraced the true faith, while 
Uganda with its proportion of 22 per 
cent is much greater than the average. 
The inhabitants of these regions for 
the most part are colored pagans. The 
influence of Moslemism is great so that 
it is of the utmost importance to extend 
the work of the Church as soon as pos- 
sible and intensify the training of those 
who have been converted. These two 
ends can not be obtained at all unless 
the number of priests especially, both na- 
tive and foreign, be multiplied. There are 
for the whole region 1,221 priests, that 
is one for every 11,000 inhabitants. 
Even if the Catholic population alone 
is considered, we find only one priest 
for every 1,400 Catholics. This figure 
is reached by including all the priests 
in the missions whether or not they are 
directly engaged in the care of souls. 
If the greatly flourishing region of 
Uganda is considered separately, the 
Proportion of priests toward the total 
population is better, namely, one for 


also commonly associated with these 
places. The missions in this part of 
Africa are most flourishing as can be 
seen from the following figures : 


Priests Major 
Catholics Native Foreign Seminarians 
861,394 114 316 70 
247,903 6 197 14 
599,377 88 500 162 


1,708,674 208 ~=1,013 246 
every 9,300 inhabitants, but worse for 
the Catholics alone, since there is only 


one priest for every 2,000 Catholics. 


Yet this is the acceptable time for there 
is a real possibility that, if not the whole 
population, at least by far the greater 
part will embrace the true faith, notwith- 
standing the efforts of the Moslems. 
But one most serious condition must be 
fulfilled, namely, that the Church of 
Christ be founded far and wide in 
these regions as soon and as solidly as 
possible. “Lift up your eyes and behold 
that the fields are already white for the 
harvest” (John 4: 35). “The harvest 
indeed is great but the laborers are 
few; pray therefore the Lord of the 
harvest to send forth laborers into His 
harvest” (Matt. 9: 37-38). 

Almighty God must indeed look upon 
these people with great favor. Uganda 
begot for God the first colored martyrs 
as the precious first fruits of its faith 
when in 1885 many Christian young 
men preferred death by torture to royal 
favors which they could have bought 
only with grave damage to their faith 
and charity. Of these, 22 have been 
declared blessed by the Church. 
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APRIL SAINTS 


April 5 — St. Vincent Ferrer 


St. Vincent Ferrer was born at 
Valencia. The probable date of his 
birth is the year 1350. He was the child 
of saintly parents, who from his earliest 
years endeavored to train Vincent to 
become a saint. They instilled into 
their son an intense devotion. to Our 
Lord and His Blessed Mother. They 
trained him to have a great love for the 
poor. On the intellectual side, the child 
was very precocious. We are told that 
he began his classical studies at the age 
of eight, his philosophical course when 
he was twelve years old and his theo- 
logical training at the close of his 14th 
year. Later in life he entered the 
Dominican priory of Valencia. He was 
later elected prior. Shortly after this, 
he taught Theology. He was moreover 
a great preacher. By his preaching, he 
was instrumental in reclaiming many 
Catholics and winning a large number 
of Jews for the true, Christian Faith. 
St. Vincent died on Wednesday of Pas- 
sion Week, 1418, at the age of 70. St. 
Vincent Ferrer recommends to us the 
patient endurance of all the ills that be- 
fall us and a constant meditation on the 
Passion of Christ. 


April 14 — St. Justin 


Pre-eminent among those who 
suffered death for the Faith during the 
reign of Emperor Marcus Aurelius is 


the Christian apologist and martyr, St. 
Justin. He was convinced from his 
own experience that there were many 
who would gladly embrace the Catholic 
Faith if it were properly expounded to 
them. Consequently, in his oral teach- 
ing as well as in his writings, he set 
forth the tenets of the true Christian 
Religion. It was because of St. Justin’s 
zeal and courage in the defense of the 
Faith that he was scourged and beheaded. 
The exact date of his execution is not re- 
corded. In the Roman Martyrology, 
St.-Justin’s feast is commemorated on 
April 14th. Let us ask St. Justin to 
give us a deep love for the Truths of 
our Holy Faith. 


April 30 — St.-Catherine of Siena 


St. Catherine of Siena was the 
twenty-third in a family of twenty-four 
children. She worked miracles for the 
sake of the poor and afflicted. At the 
age of eighteen she received the habit of 
the Third Order of St. Dominic. For 
three years she never spoke to anyone 
except God and her confessor. Her 
only Food was Holy Communion. It 
is related that on one occasion, Our 
Blessed Savior appeared to her and of- 
fered her a crown of thorns and another 
of roses, bidding the saint to make her 


choice. She eagerly chose the crown 
of thorns. Saint Catherine died in the 
year 1380. 


WHAT A PITY! 


Harotp Rieney, S.V.D. 


@ A story from one of our African Missions 


“Now, children, which day, of 
Holy Week did you like best?” 
asked Sister Canisius of the mission 
school of Kpandu, Gold Coast, 
Africa. Sister wanted to find out 
how much these little African tots 
of the third standard (grade) under- 
stood about the ceremonies of Holy 
Week which had just passed. 

“As for me,” said bright-eyed 
little Victoria, “I liked Holy Thurs- 
day best, because on that day every- 
thing in the church was white.” 

“No, no, Sister,” cried impetuous 
Keti, “Holy Saturday was the most 
beautiful day. of Holy Week.” 

“Yes, yes,” chimed the rest of the 
class, including Victoria who had 
suddenly changed her mind, “Holy 
Saturday was the most beautiful day 
of Holy Week.” 

“But, why do you say that?” 
asked Sister Canisius surprised at the 
earnestness of the class in their 
reply. 

“Because,” explained Keti, the 
spokesman of the class, “on last 
Holy Saturday we saw clearly how 
Jesus died and how He rose from 
the dead.” 

“You did?” asked the puzzled 
Sister. “How did you see such 
wonderful things?” 

“Well,” continued Keti, “before 
the Mass began, three Fathers came 
out in front of the altar, and Sis- 
ter, they died. We saw them die. 
They fell down, flat on their faces 
on the first step of the altar. We 
were so surprised and we were so 
sad because we loved the Fathers. 
We wept and all the people in the 


church wept because they too loved 
the Fathers. We then prayed and 
all the people prayed, and then, Sis- 
ter, the three Fathers arose from the 
dead just as Jesus had risen. Oh! 
Sister, we were so happy to have the 
Fathers with us again. We then 
really saw, with our own eyes, how 
Jesus died and rose from the dead.” 
Sister Canisius stood speechless 
for a few moments. The children, 
quick to read faces, wondered at 
Sister’s astonishment. A _ painful 
doubt crept into their little minds. 
“What,” said Victoria, “did the 
Fathers not really and truly die?” 
“Did the Fathers just fall down 
and get up without dying to show 
us how Jesus died and arose?” 
“Oh! Sister, what a pity! The 
Fathers should have really and truly 
died and then have arisen again to 
life. That would have been much 
better.” 


ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR 
(Continued from page 83) 


ine his life and virtues and put them 
into practice, they will get along 
more easily. Above all will they 
be attaining holiness of life which 
is above interracial conflicts and 
which is so pleasing to God. 


We wish 
A HAPPY EASTERTIDE 
To All Our Readers 


Youth Leads the Way 


“One of the most hopeful signs 
in the race situation in this country 
is the alertness and democratic con- 
duct of young people. Young peo- 
ple realize more than any other 
group that there can be no discrim- 
ination in any atomic age. They 
are not willing to see progress for 
any large segment of people devised 
as a brick-by-brick process . . . with 
100 years between bricks. ... 

“The Southern Regional Council 
aims to build a better South by im- 
proving conditions of Negroes in 
such matters as exercising voting 
rights, equal educational opportuni- 
ties and equal pay. Membership is 
drawn from both races, and the 
council is guided by the tenets of 
American democracy and Christian 
ethics... Some whites think, and 
among them many Catholics, that 
the Negro should be glad for the 
bread and not ask for steak. Some- 
where these people have gotten the 
idea that the white person is pre- 
dominant and exists with a certain 
preferment, while, in fact, more 
than three-fourths of the world’s 
population is non-white... . 

“Catholics have a grave respon- 
sibility to dispel this view, since it is 
a matter of Faith that all men are 
bound together spiritually in Christ’s 
Mystical Body. The whole prob- 
lem of race could be solved, if we 


5 “Quote and Unquote” 


@ What Others.Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


thought in terms of ‘Love of God 
and neighbor’ and followed the ex- 
ample of Christ in the parable of 
the Good Samaritan.” 


Paul D. Williams 
President, Southern Regional 
Council 


Some Important Intentions for the 
Holy Year 

“When righteousness guides the 
convictions of individuals and directs 
their conduct, it must necessarily 
follow that new life and vigor will 
be infused in the whole human socie- 
ty and that a better and happier 
state of things will ensue... To- 
day, as never before, there is a most 
urgent need that all things be re- 
fashioned in the truth and power of 
the Gospel. ... 


“Beloved children, you are cer- 
tainly not unaware of the general 
intentions of the Roman Pontiffs. 
We desire, nevertheless, to lay be- 
fore you with greater clearness and 
precision our particular intentions 
regarding the coming Holy Year. . . 

“Tet petition be made to God... 
that the various social classes, with 
hatreds banished and differences 
settled, may be united in justice and 
fraternal agreements; and that fi- 
nally, the great numbers in want 
may be given work to earn an hon- 
(Continued on page 91) 


MY LITTLE BROTHER 


Do you know my little Brother? 
If you do you will agree, 

If you don’t you can discover 
That knowing Him is heavenly. 


He’s always looking after me 
When I’m playing or in school; 
Especially is He fond of me 
When I live the Golden Rule. 


QUOTE AND UNQUOTE 
(Continued from page 90) 

est living and receive the necessary 
and opportune aid from those in 
better circumstances.” 

Pope Pius XII 

‘Papal Bull Proclaiming the Holy 

Year 


One Single Universal Family 


“The liturgy of Christmastide 
brings vividly and consolingly to 
our minds the sacred and significant 
truth that God has sent His Divine 
Son into the world. 

“On the part of God it reveals 
His infinite love of mankind. In 
so far as man is concerned it gener- 
ates and proclaims his intrinsic dig- 
nity and paramount worth. And it 
establishes the solidarity of mankind 
and thus forever all human beings 
are to be acknowledged as one sin- 
gle universal family. 

“This divinely sanctioned truth 
condemns moreover racial and re- 
ligious intolerance and thus explains 
and justifies the declaration of St. 
Paul: ‘There is neither Jew nor Gen- 
tile; there is neither bond nor free 
. . .for you are all one in Jesus 
Christ? ” (Gal. 3:28). 


Most Rev. Moses E. Kiley 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 


Martin E. Casey, JR. 


You say you’ve never seen Him with me 
When I seem so filled with cheer; 
You can’t see Little Jesus, silly — 
Nevertheless, He’s always here. 


Have you met my Brother’s Mother? 
She’s always doing things for me. 

If you knew her you would love her, 
And her child you'd also be. 


WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE 
(Continued from page 80) 


of the South.’ The fact that even 
Protestants are impressed with what 
is going on in Catholic circles,” con- 
cludes the EXPRESS, “is pretty 
good evidence that it represents the 
real thing.” 


Plain Words 


“The Catholic Church,” points 
out Father Michael J. McLaughlin, 
assistant pastor of St. Peter Claver’s 
Church of Brooklyn, “teaches exact- 
ly the same things about the Negro 
that she teaches about any other hu- 
man personality. The Church of 
Christ teaches that God the Father 
created the Negro, God the Son re- 
deemed the Negro on the Cross and 
that God the Holy Ghost sanctifies 
the Negro through the saving grace 
of Baptism. The Catholic Church 
teaches that the Negro is a creature, 
composed of body and soul, made 
to the image and likeness of God and 
intended by God for a life of ever- 
lasting happiness with Himself in 
heaven.” 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


First First Communion Class 
CLARKSDALE, MISS. — For the 
first time in its five-year history Im- 
maculate Conception Mission had a 
class of children First Communi- 
cants, the offspring of Catholic par- 
ents. The class of five, four boys 
and one girl, received Holy Com- 
munion at the regular Sunday Mass 


celebrated by Father Robert O’Lea- 


ry, S.V.D., the pastor. Father Clar- 
ence Howard, S.V.D., from St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, 
Miss., preached the sermon. Father 
John Bowman, S.V.D., pastor of 
the 


Mound Bayou, Miss., was present 


new St. Gabriel’s Mission in 
for the occasion, as were also the 
Catholics of the small parish, and 


some of their non-Catholic friends. 


THIS MANY THUS FAR 


These adult converts were baptized and received into the Catholic Church this year. They 


are all members of St. Elizabeth’s Church, Chicago, Ill. 
Joseph Kehrer, S.V.D., first assistant at St. Elizabeth’s. 


The priest pictured here is Father 
The pastor is Father 


William Brambrink, S.V.D. 


Father O’Leary also reports that 
his school, which goes only as far as 


the sixth grade at present, has an en- 


A BLESSED AND HAPPY EASTER! 
These children took part in the Easter pro- 
cession and pageant at St. Elizabeth’s 
Church, Chicago, Ill. 


FIRST COMMUNION CLASS 
at Immaculate Conception Church, 
Clarksdale, Miss. 


rollment of 137. Immaculate Con- 
ception School is staffed by three 
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, of Dubuque, Iowa. 


Journalistic Training 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. — 
The students of St. Rose de Lima 
High School, conducted by the Mis- 
sionary Sisters Servants of the Holy 
Ghost, are getting some training in 
newspaper work. Since the begin- 
ning of the present school year, the 
high school seniors have been writ- 
ing a weekly column entitled “News 


of Our Colored People” for the lo- 
And 


cal paper The Seacoast Echo. 


they are doing a good job of it, too. 


Even the pastor, Father Conrad 
Kinder, S.V.D., breaks into the news 
once in a while! 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


First First Communion Class ry, 9.V.D., the pastor. Father Clar- 


CLARKSDALE, MISS. — For the ence. Howard, S.V.D., from St. 


hrst time in its five-year history Im-  Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, 
maculate Conception Mission had a Miss., preached the sermon. Father 
class of children First. Communi. John Bowman, S.V.D., pastor of 
cants, the offspring of Catholic par- the new St. Gabriel’s Mission in 


ents. The class of five, four boys Mound Bayou, Miss., was present 
and one girl, received Holy Com- for the occasion, as were also the 
mumion at the regular Sunday Mass Catholics of the smal] parish, and 


celebrated by Father Robert O’Lea- some of their non-Catholic friends. 


THIS MANY THUS FAR 


These adult converts were baptized and received into the Catholic Church this year. They 


are all members of St. Elizabeth’s Church, Chicago, Ill. The priest pictured here is Father 


Joseph Kehrer, S.V.D., first assistant at St. Elizabeth’s. The pastor is Father 
William Brambrink, S.V.D. 


l‘ather O’Leary also reports that 
his school, which goes only as far as 


the sixth grade at present, has an en- 


A BLESSED AND HAPPY EASTER! 
These children took part in the Easter pro- 


cession and pageant at St. Elizabeth’s 
Church, Chicago, Ill. 


FIRST COMMUNION CLASS 
at Immaculate Conception Church, 
Clarksdale, Miss. 


rollment of 137. Immaculate Con- 
ception School is staffed by three 
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, of Dubuque, Lowa. 
Journalistic Training 

BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. — 
The students of St. Rose de Lima 
High School, conducted by the Mis 
slonary Sisters Servants of the Holy 
Cshost, are getting some training in 
newspaper work. Since the begin 
ning of the present school year, the 
high school seniors have been writ 
ing a weekly column entitled “News 
of Our Colored People” for the lo- 
And 
they are doing a good job of it, too. 
Conrad 


Kinder, S.V.D., breaks into the news 


cal paper The Seacoast lcho, 


Even the pastor, lather 


once in a while! 


My dear Boys and Girls: 


Lend me your ears — just for a 
while — J’ll give them back. Now turn 
cff the radio — just for a while — you 
can turn it on again in a very little 
while. Now you are wondering just 
what all this is about, aren’t you? 

Well, we wish to speak of something 
that doesn’t yell out to let you know it 
is speaking to you. It speaks in a very 
soft and gentle tone, and doesn’t insist on 
being paid attention to. You yourself 
must wish to listen, and learn and fol- 
low. Otherwise, the little Voice speaks, 
urges a little, and then is finished. You 
have to take over from there. 

Have you figured out yet what I am 
going to tell you about?. Yes, that’s 
right, the gentle call that the Divine 
Master inspires in the hearts of certain 
souls, calling them off on the side a 
while, and then whispering to them: 
“Will you not come and follow Me?” 
He offers that call to many, very many. 
But the noises and the running after 
excitements and pleasures drown out 
His gentle Voice, and so it happens that 
only a few answer the call. Only a few 
give up all things of earth and become 
God’s priests and Brothers and Sisters. 
The reward for doing so is very great, 
even on earth, but especially in the life 
to come. You thus become the special 
friends of God, and you can be sure God 
has a very special reward for His special 
friends. Even on earth it is a beautiful 
life! God takes good care of your 
bodily needs, and all you have to do is 
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to work and pray and teach the ways 
of God to men. If you feel called to 
such a beautiful life, let your teacher or 
Sister or your Pastor know about it, or 
write to Father Cheer-Up about it, or 
to the Father Director of the Future 
Priest Club, in care of St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 

A very good thing all of you could 
easily do is this: pray for all the 
readers of the CHILDREN’S COR- 
NER often! Pray especially for those 
whose names appear in print. You may 
thus help them to decide to follow Our 
Lord and His Holy Mother, and the 


-prayers of others may also help YOU 


do the same. How about it? You'll 
do so, won’t you? I’m sure you will. 
Just as a plant needs water and light 
to grow, sO a vocation to follow Jesus 
needs prayer and sacrifices to keep alive 
and be realized. So, pray for each 
other ! 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: How are you’get- 
ting along? I am getting along fine. I get my 
books and study, I try to get my lessons 
every night. I study in my reader and 
speller and my catechism. Father Cheer-Up, 
I do not have much to say, for now, so good- 
bye to you till next time I can write. 

Clara Marie Simmon 
1oz Argonne St. 
Lafayette, La. 


It gives Father Cheer-Up a wonderful feel- 
ing to know you are feeling wonderful and 
getting the wonderful habit of studying every 
night, Clara Marie. .That’s the stuff real men 


and women are made of. So keep getting at 
that reader and that speller and by no means 
ever forget that CATECHISM! I wonder 
if the many young people who are reading 
Our Corner right now do the same thing. 
If they didn’t before, Clara Marie, they will 
from now on, because they see your GOOD 
EXAMPLE. You say that your favorite 
saints are the Blessed Mother and Saint 
Therese. Very good! Write again. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: My age is nine 
and my name is Dorothy Bee Jackson. Fa- 
ther, I am writing to tell you about my 
favorite saint. My favorite saint is Saint 
Dorothy. I like that saint best of all. Fa- 
ther, I am glad to be writing to you, and I 
hope I can write again, and also hope to 
hear from Father Cheer-Up. Goodbye. 


Dorothy Bee Jackson, age 9 
1216 Eleventh St. 
Lafayette, La. 


Sure you may write again to Father Cheer- 
Up, Dorothy. And in the meantime, keep 
praying to Saint Dorothy, and she will pray 
for you. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: Bernard and I are 
going to write another composition on, “One 
of My Favorite Saints.” Bernard’s composi- 
tion is about St. Patrick. Mine is about St. 
Thomas Aquinas. I hope you will like them. 

Agnes Hankinson, age 12 
New Baltimore, Pa. 

Agnes, Father Cheer-Up thinks your com- 
positions are fine. Both, yours and Bernard's 
too, If you and Bernard keep thinking of 
and praying to good Saint Pat and good 
Saint Tom, I am sure they on their part 
will not forget you, and someday we may 
read about good saint Aggie and good saint 
Bernie. 


MY FAVORITE SAINT CONTEST 
St. Thomas of Aquinas 
by 
Agnes Hankinson, age 12 
New Baltimore, Pa. 


Thomas Aquinas was a Dominican priest. 
His family didn’t want him to be a priest. 
They tried very hard to stop him, But he 
longed to say Mass and to preach. In the 
end he won out. Thomas became a great 
student. He learned to know all about our 
Lord and His teachings. Young people came 
from all over the world to listen to his teach- 
ings. He wrote a wonderful book called the 
SUMMA. Priests and wise men still study 
it today. But he also wrote beautiful poetry 
and hymns, The hymns you sing at Bene- 
diction were written by St. Thomas. 

One day our Lord, hanging on the Cross, 


said to Thomas: “You have written well 
about Me, Thomas. What reward do you 
wish?” “Only Yourself,” answered the Saint. 
He knew if he had Jesus, he had EVERY- 
THING. 

Millions of people still read the books and 
sing the hymns of this Saint. The Church 
calls him “the Teacher who was like an 
Angel.” His feast is March 7th. 


Agnes has sent us a wonderful life, which 
surely rates and deserves a prize. Have you 
ever noticed how much can be learned, not 
only by Agnes but by all the other young 
writers of compositions for the “Children’s 
Corner”? By reading the life of Saint Thomas 
she learned how a true vocation to the service 
of God comes about. Saint Thomas didn’t 
give up his desire to love and serve God 
when a little opposition came in his path. 
No, siree! He did not stop praying and 
asking God to show him the way to the 
priesthood. And he got there! And also 
Agnes learned how his books are studied by 
priests all over the world now, and always 
will be, because God blessed St. Thomas with 
one of the greatest minds of all times. 

Here in the Seminary, the seminarians have 
a free day on the feast day of St. Thomas. 
In the evening they always give a program 
of poems, hymns, talks, and debates all in 
honor of the great St. Thomas Aquinas. 
Again, I say, very well done, Agnes! 


St. Patrick of Ireland 
by 
Bernard Hankinson, age 9 
New Baltimore, Pa. 


Patrick’s name was a very noble one. It 
was taken from a Latin word that meant 
“a nobleman.” Everyone loves Patrick. So 
many countries say he was born there. But 
wherever he was born, he became the friend 
of all and the Apostle of Ireland. The Irish 
in those days did not know about Jesus and 
Mary. Patrick felt very sorry for them, He 
studied hard and became a priest and a 
bishop. The Pope sent him to Ireland to 
make it Catholic. The people welcomed him 
with joy. The kings sat and listened to 
him. All the soldiers and colleens asked 
to be baptized. He taught them about the 
Blessed Trinity by showing them how the 
shamrock had three leaves, yet was one 
plant. He drove all evils out of Ireland as 
if they were snakes. Soon he built churches 
and schools everywhere. 

And St. Brigid worked for the women 
while St. Patrick worked for the men. Since 
St. Patrick’s time the Irish have carried 
the love of Jesus and Mary all over the 
world. That’s why everyone loves St. Pat- 
rick and keeps his feast day. His feast day 
is March 17th. 
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Yes, Bernie, it’s a fact! We all love Saint 
Patrick. And maybe I should add that we 
love you, too, for writing so nicely about 
him. I notice you did not say that Saint 
Patrick actually drove all the real live snakes 
out of Ireland, but drove out the evils as if 
they were snakes. However, I’ve read that 
even a real live snake can hardly be found 
in Ireland; so Saint Pat must have told them 
to get out also, and they obeyed him. The 
work of good St. Patrick still goes on today. 
New York is a Catholic city today, thanks 
mainly to the Irish who came over years ago 
and spread the Catholic Faith, which had 
been taught them by their great patron, St. 
Patrick, on their beautiful green island. 

St. Patrick was a great saint, and that 
means he prayed and prayed and prayed, and 
sacrifices and penances were his daily bread. 
And it all paid off in a rich harvest of souls, 
still being gathered in after hundreds of years. 

Now, come on, the rest of you, and write 
about one of your Favorite Saints. 

~ * * 

And now, my dear young friends, we 
must sign off till next month. But, be- 
fore saying goodbye, I wish to congra- 
tulate you for trying hard to please Our 
Lord during the holy season of Lent. 
He will love you and bless- you for it. 
Now you deserve a big reward, and that 
big reward is a closer friendship with 
our Glorified Master, risen from the 
grave. A VERY HAPPY EASTER 
to all of you! 

FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


NEW MISSION MOVIE 


The new §.V.D. mission movie — 
““’Mid Sweat and Toil in Dixie” — has 
just been released for showing. It runs 
for 50 minutes. Produced in techni- 
color with a musical background, it 
gives a summary of the Negro Mission 
work of the Fathers of the Divine Word 
in the South. The main part of the 
picture shows the work being done in 
the training and education of colored 
boys for the priesthood at St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary in Bay Saint Louis, 
Miss. There are some excellent scenes 
of the Ordination ceremonies, and of 
the mission work of the S.V.D. colored 
priests in Louisiana. 

At present Father C. J. Howard, 
S.V.D., is showing and explaining the 
movie in various schools in the South, 
and also to various adult organizations. 
Father will gladly make arrangements 
to show the movie to any group or 
school located within a_ reasonable 
distance of the places he is scheduled 
to visit. 

Another copy of the movie, together 
with an explanatory script, is available 
to school and adult groups free of 
charge. Only postage need be paid. 
To make arrangements write to Rev. 
Robert Pung, $.V.D., St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay Saint Louis Mississippi. 


MEN— 


Here’s a chance to give yourself 
a spiritual treat this summer. At- 
tend one of the laymen’s retreats at 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


R June 16-18 R 
E E 
T T 
R June 23—25 R 
ri July 7-9 ; 
T T 
S July 14-16 Ss 


Further information will be given in our 
next issue 
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LET 
BLESSED MARTIN 
walk the earth 
AGAIN! 


A FULL BURSE, OR SCHOLAR- 
SHIP, IN THE NAME OF THIS 
HOLY MAN, WILL ENABLE US 
TO TRAIN A STUDENT FOR 
THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD. 


° 


We should have a complete scholar- 

ship in honor of Blessed Martin de 

Porres, for he was imbued with a deep 

love for God and an intense desire for 

the spread of God’s kingdom on this 

earth. With a Burse in his name, we can 

send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 

of God, to preach the love of Christ to all men. This Burse stands now at 

$2,313.86. We wish to complete it at $5,000. CAN YOU, OUT OF DE- 
VOTION TO BLESSED MARTIN, HELP US? 
Any amount, large or small, will be appreciated. 

We have other incomplete burses in honor of St. Joseph, St. Matthias, St. 

Jude, St. Elizabeth, the Sorrowful Mother, the Holy Ghost, St. Martha and 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat. ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISss. 


Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


@ If you have good health 
@ If, out of love for God, you desire to consecrate your life 
to Him as a Religious — THEN 


Write today for further information to the 
REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


We all love Saint 
should add that we 


Yes, Bernie, it’s a fact! 
Patrick. And maybe I 
love you, too, for writing so nicely about 
him. I notice you did not say that Saint 
Patrick actually drove all the real live snakes 
out of Ireland, but drove out the evils as if 
they were snakes. However, I've read that 
even a real live snake can hardly be found 
in Ireland; so Saint Pat must have told them 
to get out also, and they obeyed him. The 
work of good St. Patrick still goes on today. 
New York is a Catholic city today, thanks 
mainly to the Irish who came over years ago 
and spread the Catholic Faith, which had 
been taught them by their great patron, St. 
Patrick, on their beautiful green island. 

St. Patrick was a great saint. and that 
means he prayed and prayed and prayed, and 
sacrifices and penances were his daily bread. 
And it all paid off in a rich harvest of souls. 
still being gathered in after hundreds of years, 

Now, come on, the rest of you, and write 
about one of your Favorite Saints. 

* * * 

And now, my dear young friends, we 
must sign off till next month. But, be- 
fore saying goodby e, I wish to congra- 
tulate you for trying hard to please Our 
Lord during the holy season of Lent. 
He will love you and bless you for it. 
Now you deserve a big reward, and that 
big reward is a closer friendship with 
our Glorified Master, risen from the 
grave. A VERY HAPPY EASTER 


to all of vou! 
FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay 


Saint Louis, Mississippi 
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NEW MISSION MOVIE 


The new §S.V.D. mission movie — 
*’Mid Sweat and Toil in Dixie’ — has 
just been released for showing. It runs 
for 50 minutes. Produced in techni- 
color with a musical background, it 
gives a summary of the Negro Mission 
work of the Fathers of the Divine Word 
in the South. The main part of the 
picture shows the work being done in 
the training and education of colored 


boys for the priesthood at St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary in Bay Saint Louis, 
Miss. There are some excellent scenes 


of the Ordination ceremonies, and of 
the mission work of the S.V.D. colored 
priests in Louisiana. 

At present Father C. J. Howard, 
S.V.D., is showing and explaining the 
movie in various schools in the South, 
and also to various adult organizations. 
Father will gladly make arrangements 
to show the movie to any group or 
school located within a reasonable 
distance of the places he is scheduled 
to visit. 

Another copy of the movie, together 
with an explanatory script, is available 
to school and adult groups free of 
charge. Only postage need he paid. 
To make arrangements write to Rey 
Robert Pung, S.V.D.. St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay Saint Louis Mississippi. 


MEN— 


Here’s a chance to give yourself 
a spiritual treat this summer. At- 
tend one of the laymen’s retreats at 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


June 16—18 
June 23—25 
July 7-9 


July 14-16 
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Further information will be given in our 
next issue 
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HOLY MAN, WILL ENABLE US 
lO TRAIN A STUDENT FOR 
THE HOLY, PRIESTHOOD 


- 


We should have a complete scholar 
ship in honor of Blessed Martin de 
Porres, for he was imbued with a deep 
love for God and an intense desire for 
the spread of God's kingdom on this 
earth. With a Burse in his name, we can 
send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 
of God, to preach the love of Christ to all men. This Burse stands now at 
$2,313.86. We wish to complete it at $5,000. CAN YOU, OUT OF DE 
VOTION TO BLESSED MARTIN, HELP US? 

Any amount, large or small, will be appreciated 

We have other incomplete burses in honor of St. Joseph, St. Matthias, St 
Jude, St. Elizabeth, the Sorrowful Mother. the Holy Ghost, St. Martha and 
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Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


@ If you have good health 
@ if, out of love for God, you desire to consecrate your life 
to Him as a Religious — THEN 


Write today for further information to th 
REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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OBLATE SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE 
Holy Name of Mary School, Chicago, Illinois 


YOU DON’T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 


ANNUITY PLAN 


YOU CAN HELP US — 

YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF — 

YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 


Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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| Help of the Veak 


BroTHER Francis Patrick, F.S.C. 


Mother of God, who body gave My life with flowers of virtue fill, 


To Jesus, thus our race to save, And keep me in God’s garden still, 
Help me to guard each erring sense, 
To fix my heart in innocence; 

O keep me from all*vice apart, 
Thou queen of all the clean of heart; 
Let purity and love divine Still guard and never cease thy care, 


Dwell in my heart, as once in thine. Until in Heaven thy bliss I share. 


The chilling clouds of sin dispel, 
And let me in Heaven’s sunshine 


dwell; 


Remember it was never told 

That one departed unconsoled 
Who placed his sorrows in thy hands, 
Acceding to thy Son’s commands. 
So, Mother dear! I fly to thee 

In my great need and misery, 
Who oft am saddened and distressed, 
Self-burdened, and by sin depressed. 
Help of the weak! O Ivory Tower! 
Defend me from the evil power. 
A weakling on a sea of tears, 

Pity my sorrow, calm my fears. 

A pilot poor is found in me 

Who voyage on life’s foaming sea; 
Conduct me o’er the ocean way, 
And aid in life’s last hour, I pray. 
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f (elp of the Weak 


BrorHER I RANcis Parrick, F.S.C. 


Mother of God, who body gave My life with flowers of virtue fll, 
l'o Jesus, thus our race to save, And keep me in God’s garden still, 


Help ME /t9 guard each erring sense, The chilling clouds of sin dispel, 
lo fix my heart in innocence; 

O keep me from all vice apart, 
Thou queen of all the clean of heart; 
Let purity and love divine Still guard and never cease thy care, 


And let me in Heaven’s sunshine 


dwell ; 


Dwell in my heart, as once in thine. Until in Heaven thy bliss I share. 


Remember it was never told 

That one departed unconsoled 

Who placed his sorrows in thy hands, 

Acceding to thy Son’s commands. 
Mother dear! I fly to thee 

In my great need and misery, 

Who oft am saddened and distressed, 

Self-burdened, and by sin depressed. 

Help of the weak! O Ivory Tower! 

Defend me from the evil power. 

\ weakling on a sea of tears, 

Pity my sorrow, calm my fears. 

A pilot poor is found in me 

Who voyage on life’s foaming sea; 

Conduct me o’er the ocean way, 

And aid in life’s Jast hour, I pray. 
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ST. PAUL 
AMONG THE 


GENTILLIANS © 


CrLaRENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


St. Paul’s Church 
formerly an Army building 


The original St. Paul was an 
Apostle who worked among the 
Gentiles (as the Jews called all who 
were not Jews), but the St. Paul 
referred to in the above title is St. 
Paul’s Mission Church and School 
located in a section of New Orleans, 
La., known as Gentilly. 


St. Paul’s in Gentilly is the first 
Catholic church the motorist sees 
when coming into New Orleans 
from the east on U.S. Highway 90. 


Safety Patrol members smile 


This comparatively new parish of 
the Josephite Fathers is growing 
with the rapidly expanding popula- 
tion around it. 


Back in 1944 the present pastor, 
father William Dodd, S.S.J., then 
an assistant -at St. Raymond’s 
Church, saw the need for some kind 
of spiritual assistance to the colored 
Catholics living in Gentilly. These 
people were four or five miles from 
St. Raymond’s Church and transpor- 
tation was not easily arranged. As 
a solution, Father Dodd asked for 
and obtained permission to say Mass 
in a Gentilly housing project com- 
munity center every Sunday. 


Gradually realizing that there 
were more Catholics in Gentilly than 
he had at first thought, Father 
Dodd, in 1946, purchased some 
Army buildings and remodeled them 
into a church, a rectory and a school. 
This aggregation of frame buildings 


Some of the 
* seventh and 


eighth grade girls 


Sisters of the Holy Family with high school 
religious discussion club 


was placed under the patronage of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, and 
Father Dodd became the first pastor. 

Today the parishioners of St. 
Paul’s number around six hundred. 
The school, which is staffed by four 
Sisters of the Holy Family and one 
lay teacher, has an enrollment of 


255 pupils in eight grades and the 


kindergarten. And there would be 
more pupils if there were more 
classroom space. 


Father Dodd’s thoughts are now 
turning, surreptitiously,yto the build- 
ing of a larger and better church. 
However, there is a little matter of 
a few thousand dollars worth of 
bills to be paid first! 


Father Dodd is fortunate to have bus trans- 
portation for his school children who live at a 
distance 


(Below) Parents with the “rising genera- 
tion” of Gentillians at St. Paul’s 
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ST. PAUL 
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CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. 1D. 
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The school, which is staffed by four 
Sisters of the Holy Family and one 
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255 pupils in eight grades and the 
kindergarten. And there would be 
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Uniformed high school students of St. Mary’s Academy, New Orleans, La. 


THE WORK OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH AMONG NEGROES 


@ REPORT FROM ROME 


The increasing prominence of the 
United States in world affairs has 
brought likewise into prominence 
the situation of the American Ne- 
gro population. American authors 
who deal with the subject are wide- 
ly read abroad, and people ask if 
the conditions they describe are real- 
ly true. During World War II 
peoples in the war theater frequent- 
ly inquired as to the relationships 
between the white American troops 
and those of other racial origins, 
and were disturbed by what they 


(Fives News Service) 


saw of racial inequalities. European 
visitors to the United States notice 
restrictions placed upon people in 
that country because of their color 
or racial origin, and ask why it is 
that Americans condemn the Nazis 
so severely when practicing racial 
discriminations themselves. Great 
interest was aroused throughout the 
world, when the President of the 
United States announced in 1949 
his determination to obtain through 
legislation a complete abolition of 
all such inequalities, and to secure 


THE LAY 
RETREAT 
MOVEMENT 
IS GROWING 


Summer retreatants 
at St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, 

Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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PARISHES ARE INCREASING 
Church, rectory and school of Holy Family Parish, Ensley, Ala. 


complete civil rights for all Ameri- 


can citizens in practice, as — in a 
broad sense — they already are se- 
cured for them in theory. 

The difficulty in answering these 
queries arises from two conflicting 


points of view. One answer will 
dwell upon the negative side of the 
picture; will tell of the injustices 
suffered by the Negroes of the 
United States, of harsh, compulsory 
segregation even in the national cap- 
ital, Washington, the lack of interest 
taken in their spiritual welfare, the 
inconsistency frequently shown with 
Christian teaching and practice. The 
other type of answer will stress the 
positive, will tell of the extraor- 
dinary progress made by the Amer- 
ican Negro since his emancipation 
from slavery in 1866. It will 
emphasize the profound change that 
has come over the Negro’s situation 
in recent times. Along with the im- 
provement in his economic status 
has come the opening of countless 
new doors of opportunity. Only a 


couple of generations ago, 90 per 
cent of American Negroes were un- 
able to read or write. Today, the 
number of illiterates among them is 
lower than 20 per cent (some say 
only 10). In the course of half a 
century the number of Negroes in 
colleges and universities has risen 
twentyfold. Today there are Ne- 
gro judges in state and in municipal 
courts, there are Negroes in the 
United States Congress, and the of- 
ficial mediator in the Palestine ques- 
tion, one of the most accomplished 
diplomats of the world, is an Ameri- 
can Negro, Ralph Bunche. 
Negroes are prominent in every 
branch of industry, of professions, 
in art and literature and science. 
More than 60 Negroes now teach in 
institutions of higher learning where 
the majority of the students are 
white. It is possible to extend the 
balance of plus and minus almost 
indefinitely. The fact is that a tre- 
mendous process of social change is 
working out for the Negro in the 
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that Americans condemn the Nazis 
so severely when practicing racial 
discriminations themselves. Great 
interest was aroused throughout the 
world, when the President of the 
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his determination to obtain through 
legislation a complete abolition of 
all such inequalities, and to secure 
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PARISHES ARE INCREASING 
Church, rectory and school of Holy Family Parish, Ensley, Ala. 


complete civil rights for all Ameri- 
can citizens in practice, as — in a 
broad sense — they already are se- 
cured for them in theory. 

The difficulty in answering these 
queries arises from two conflicting 
points of view. One answer will 
dwell upon the negative side of the 
picture; will tell of the injustices 
suffered by the Negroes of the 
United States, of harsh, compulsory 
segregation even in the national cap- 
ital, Washington, the lack of interest 
taken in their spiritual welfare, the 
inconsistency frequently shown with 
Christian teaching and practice. The 
other type of answer will stress the 
positive, will tell of the extraor- 
dinary progress made by the Amer- 
ican Negro since his emancipation 
from slavery in 1866. It will 
emphasize the profound change that 
has come over the Negro’s situation 
In recent times. Along with the im- 
provement in his economic status 
has come the opening of countless 
new doors of opportunity. Only a 


couple of generations ago, 90 per 
cent of American Negroes were un 
able to read or write. Today, the 
number of illiterates among them ts 
lower than 20 per cent (some say 
only 10). In the course of half a 
century the number of Negroes in 
colleges and universities has risen 
twentyfold. Today there are Ne 
gro judges in state and in municipal 
courts, there are Negroes in the 
United States Congress, and the of 
ficial mediator in the Palestine ques 
tion, one of the most accomplished 
diplomats of the world, 1s an Amert 
can Negro, Ralph Bunche. 
Negroes are prominent in every 
branch of industry, of professions, 
in art and literature and science. 
More than 60 Negroes now teach in 
institutions of higher learning where 
the majority of the students are 
white. It is possible to extend the 
balance of plus and minus almost 
indefinitely. The fact is that a tre- 
mendous process of social change is 
working out for the Negro in the 
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MORE CHURCHES ARE BEING BUILT 
Blessed Sacrament Church, Beaumont, Tex, 


United States. This process is ac- 
companied by much resistance, at 
times with violence, yet the process 
works inevitably, from the very 
nature of the American Republic. 
There is, then, all the more import- 
ance in weighing the facts soberly, 
and not yielding to baseless pessim- 
ism or ignoring the real difficulties. 

The total number of Negroes in 
the United States is estimated at 
about 14,500,000 persons, of whom 
not more than 20 per cent are of 
wholly African descent. Negroes 
registered as regular members of 
Protestant church organizations are 
estimated at 5,650,000, Catholic 
Negroes at 380,000; while some 
8,000,000 are not affiliated with any 
religious groups. The majority of 
the Negroes are still in the Southern 
States of the Union, but migrations 
from South to North, especially in 
the last thirty years, have produced 
very large concentrations of Negroes 
in the Northern cities, such as New 
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, De- 
troit and Washington. In New York 
City alone the Negroes number 
750,000. Roughly, one out of 


PAROCHIAL 
SCHOOLS ARE 
CROWDED 
Heart of Mary 
-School, Mobile, 
Ala. 


every ten Americans is a member of 
the Negro group. 


Freed from slavery over 85 years 
ago, the American Negro was hastily 
turned from a life of dependence 
into the status of freedom, without 
proper preparation. In this way his 
condition differed greatly from that 
of the Negro in the ancient colonies 
of Spain and Portugal, where the 
Negro upon emancipation, or manu- 
mission, immediately became an or- 
dinary citizen, with the usual rights 
attaching to citizenship. The early 
days of the American Negro’s eman- 
cipation were marked by the evolu- 
tion of innumerable discriminations 
and barriers to his progress. Dur- 
ing this period there developed a 
deep-seated American _ tradition 
which regarded the Negro as es- 
sentially inferior. A color line was 
thus established, which has owed 
much of its. permanence to its con- 
venience in rationalizing and insti- 
tutionalizing the old master-servant 
relationship which was an inherit- 
ance from earlier slave days. Yet, 
despite these obstructions, the prog- 
ress made by the American Negro 
— social, educational — since his 
emancipation is without parallel in 
history. One of the most remark- 
able features of this progress has 
been the incorporation of the Ne- 
gro into the organized labor move- 
ment in the United States. This has 
taken place on both levels, that of 
the unskilled Negro worker, and 
that of the development of the 
skilled Negro craftsman: so that to- 
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day only a minority of the American 
trade unions practice racial discrim- 
ination, and the majority admit the 
Negro in full equality both in mem- 
bership and office holding. 

Catholics — at the same time — 
are asking all over the world what 
is being done by the Catholic Church 
for the Negroes in the United 
States, both as to their spiritual wel- 
fare and as to their civil status. Such 
inquiries are particularly frequent 
among the delegates from all the 


MORE AND MORE HIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES ARE BEING PROVIDED 
St. Francis High School, Yazoo City, Miss. 


different countries to the United 
Nations. 

Catholic activity on behalf of the 
Negro in the United States may be 
summed _up .under three principal 


headings. One of these is the 


straight mission work for the colored 


race — the Church’s “front-line” 
activities — pastoral administration, 
churches, schools, religious organiza- 
tions. The second line is that of 
social-welfare work in its many 
forms such as charitable and recrea- 
tional agencies in the community, 


settlement-houses, employment bu- 
reaus, Boy Scouts and other youth 
activities, etc. The third is the in- 
terracial program. By this 1s meant 
organized work for the diffusion of 
the Christian and Catholic concept 
of race relations and all the prac- 
tical conclusions that flow there- 
from. 

Missions for Negroes — states 
the report of the American Bishops 
for February 26, 1949 — operate in 
69 dioceses and archdioceses. In 


— 


these areas there are now 408 
churches for Negroes, compared 
with 395 last year; 578 priests as- 
signed to work entirely among the 
Negroes; 306 schools with 64,847 
pupils. The larger number of the 
missions, 279 out of the 408, are 
located in the Southern States, 
where two-thirds of the Negro pop- 
ulation still resides. 

During 1948 a total of 8,857 
Negro converts were received into 
the Church in the United States, the 
largest number in one year in over 
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MORE CHURCHES ARE BEING BUILT 
Blessed Sacrament Church, Beaumont, Tex, 


United States. This process 1s ac- 
companied by much resistance, at 
times with violence, yet the process 
works inevitably, from the very 
nature of the American Republic. 
There is, then, all the more import- 
ance in weighing the facts soberly, 
and not yielding to baseless pessim- 
ism or ignoring the real difficulties. 

The total number of Negroes in 
the United States is estimated at 
about 14,500,000 persons, of whom 
not more than 20 per cent are of 
wholly African descent. Negroes 
registered as regular members of 
Protestant church organizations are 
estimated at 5,650,000, Catholic 
Negroes at 380,000; while some 
8,000,000 are not affliated with any 
religious groups. The majority of 
the Negroes are still in the Southern 
States of the Union, but migrations 
from South to North, especially in 
the last thirty years, have produced 
very large concentrations of Negroes 
in the Northern cities, such as New 
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, De- 
troit and Washington. In New York 
City alone the Negroes number 
7TS0,000, Roughly, one out of 
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every ten Americans is a member of 
the Negro group. 


I‘reed from slavery over 85 years 
ago, the American Negro was hastily 
turned from a life of dependence 
into the status of freedom, without 
proper preparation. In this way his 
condition differed greatly from that 
of the Negro in the ancient colonies 
of Spain and Portugal, where the 
Negro upon emancipation, or manu- 
mission, immediately became an or- 
dinary citizen, with the usual rights 
attaching to citizenship. The early 
days of the American Negro’s eman- 
cipation were marked by the evolu- 
tion of innumerable discriminations 
and barriers to his progress. Dur- 
ing this period there developed a 
American — tradition 
which regarded the Negro as es- 
sentially inferior. A color line was 
thus established, which has owed 
much of its permanence to its con- 
venience in rationalizing and insti- 
tutionalizing the old master-servant 
relationship which was an inherit- 
ance from earlier slave days. Yet, 
despite these obstructions, the prog- 
ress made by the American Negro 
— social, educational — since his 
emancipation is without parallel in 
history. One of the most remark- 
able features of this progress has 
been the incorporation of the Ne- 
gro into the organized labor move 
ment in the United States. This has 
taken place on both levels, that of 
the unskilled Negro worker, and 
that of the development of the 
skilled Negro craftsman: so that to 
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day only a minority of the American 
trade unions practice racial discrim- 
ination, and the majority admit the 
Negro in full equality both in mem- 
bership and office holding. 

Catholics — at the same time — 
are asking all over the world what 
is being done by the Catholic Church 
for the Negroes in the United 
States, both as to their spiritual wel- 
fare and as to their civil status. Such 
inquiries are particularly frequent 
among the delegates from all the 
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settlement-houses, employment bu 
reaus, Boy Scouts and other youth 
activities, etc. The third is the in- 
terracial program. By this 1s meant 
organized work for the diffusion of 
the Christian and Catholic concept 
of race relations and all the prac 


tical conclusions that flow there 
trom. 
Missions for Negroes — states 


the report of the American Bishops 
for February 26, 1949 — operate in 


69 dioceses and archdioceses. In 


MORE AND MORE HIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES ARE BEING PROVIDED 
St. Francis High School, Yazoo City, Miss. 


different countries to the United 
Nations. 

Catholic activity on behalf of the 
Negro in the United States may be 
summed _up under three principal 
headings. One of these 1s the 
straight mission work for the colored 
race — the Church’s “front-line” 
activities — pastoral administration, 
churches, schools, religious organiza- 


tions. The second line is that of 
social-welfare work in its many 
torms such as charitable and recrea- 


tional agencies in the community, 
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sixty years. The number of Negro 
Catholics in the United States is 
placed at 380,000 — only one Cath- 
olic out of every forty Negroes. 
This figure is probably short of the 
actual total, since many tens of thou- 
sands of Catholic Negroes are scat- 
tered through the “white” parishes 
of the North and West, where they 
would not be specially enumerated. 
Even with this allowance, however, 
the figures are still distressingly 
low. 


As experienced missionaries have 
frequently pointed out, no exclusive 
method is needed for the evangeliza- 
tion of the Negro. No foreign lan- 
guage need be learned. The main 
requisite is active interest and priest- 
ly zeal. An ever-increasing propor- 
tion of the Negroes lives in towns 
or in large cities, in the immediate 
vicinity of the whites. They are 
found in every branch of American 
life; and for the most part have the 
same customs, interests and way of 
living as the rest of the population. 
The supposed mental inferiority of 
the Negro has been amply proven 
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to be a myth. His mental handi- 
caps, like other phases of his social 
retardation, are due to environment 
and depressive living conditions, to 
poor housing, lack of employment, 
and deprivation of proper educa- 
tional facilities. The Negroes, 
moreover, are a naturally religious 
people, with an instinctive love of 
beauty and order in church worship. 


Once he has accepted the Catholic 
Faith, the American Negro is, as a 
rule, an exemplary Catholic. Near- 
ly always he is keenly interested in 
bringing others into the Fold, and 
many a convert becomes a genuine 
apostle. Negro parents are deeply 
concerned for the religious education 
of their children, and are also ex- 
traordinarily charitable to the poor 
and the orphans,.even when them- 
selves the poorest of the poor. 

Many of the more religious- 
minded non-Catholic Negroes are 
strongly prejudiced against the 
Catholic Church as a result of their 
attachment to their own Protestant 
church organizations. They take a 

(Continued on page 114) 
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Hatian Ambassador to the Vatican 


Leone R. Thebaud, former Minister 
of Haiti, has now become Ambassador 
of Haiti at the Vatican. Mr. Thebaud 
presented his credentials to Pope Pius 
XII and was received with all the honors 
of full protocol by the Pope in the 
throne room. During that very same 
week, the Pope addressed the people of 
Haiti by radio on the occasion of the 
bicentenary of Port-au-Prince, the coun- 
try’s capital. In his address to the 
people of Haiti, the Holy Father ap- 
pealed for a realization of the Church’s 
social reform in that land, so that the 
Church’s teaching, together with its 
power of grace through the Sacraments, 
may contribute to the good of society. 


Negro Appointed to St. Louis 
School Board 


A Negro dentist, Dr. Edward Louis 
Grant, has been appointed to the Board 
of Education by the mayor of St. Louis, 
Joseph M. Darst. Dr. Grant’s term 
will run until 1951. He will fill the 
vacancy created by another dentist, Dr. 
Francis Sullivan, white. In making the 
appointment, the mayor stated that Ne- 
groes should be represented in the group 
which determines the policy for the 
educational system of the city. Dr. 
Grant is the first Negro to serve on the 
board. 


Women of Tomorrow 


A two-reel technicolor about Girl 
Scouting, “Women of Tomorrow,” with 
a cast of colored and white Girl Scouts, 
las been produced by Warner Bros., in 
cooperation with the Girl Scouts of the 
U.S.A. The cast is made up of real 
Girl Scouts. There are no professional 
actors in the film. This picture shows 
how girls of all nationalities and na- 
tional backgrounds, united in the inter- 
national ethics of Scouting, work to- 
gether to build a better world. With- 
out laboring the point, it is perfectly 
clear that the survival of a free world 
may well depend in great part on the 
spread of such training to more and 
more “Women of Tomorrow.” 


Negro Actor Given Straight Part 
in Texas 


James Hurdle, a student in the De- 
partment of Music at Texas State Uni- 
versity, is currently giving an outstand- 
ing performance as Wesley, a starved 
and inspired pianist, in William Saroy- 
an’s play, “The Time of Your Life,” 
at the River Oaks Theater in Houston, 
Texas. The fact that such an out- 
standing and straight role has been per- 
mitted a Negro actor is significant in 
that it is undoubtedly the first time such 
a situation has occurred in the history 
of Texas. 


Dr. Bunche and Jackie Robinson 
Among Ten Men of the Year 


Dr. Ralph Bunche and Jackie Robin- 
son were among the 10 “Men of the 
Year” named by 1,500 newspapermen 
in the 1949 Year News Annual. Dr. 
Bunche, former acting mediator in the 
Palestine question and now head of the 
trusteeship division of the UN, was 
honored for his contribution to world 
peace. Jackie Robinson was honored 
for his contribution to the world of 
sports. 


Jackie Robinson Has Own Radio 
Sport Show on ABC 


Jackie Robinson was featured in a 
“Jackie Robinson Show” over the ABC 
network during the past winter. Most 
significant was the fact that of the first 
six stations to grab the show for local 
sponsorship, five were in the South. 
They are Mobile, Ala., Gastonia, N. C., 
Lynchburg, Va., Jackson, Tenn., and 
Hattiesburg, Miss. “I don’t quite un- 
derstand that,” stated Jackie, “but I 
sure approve.” 


Interracial Youth Rally 
More than 2,000 white and Negro 
students in Baltimore’s private and 
parochial schools joined in a youth rally 
in the Polytechnic Institute in Balti- 
more. This program was a feature of 
the silver anniversary celebration of the 
Urban League of Baltimore. This was 
(Continued on page 112) 
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sixty years. The number of Negro 
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Negro Priests in the United States 


CLARENCE J. HowaArb, S.V. D. 


There are thirty Negro priests in the United States today. Among these are 
thirteen Divine Word Fathers, two Benedictines, a Trappist, a Sacred Heart 
Father, a Josephite, a White Father, an Edmundite, a Missionary Servant of the 
Most Holy Trinity, and nine secular priests. Of the thirty, eight are pastors 
of churches, twelve are assistant pastors, eight are teaching in schools and sem- 
‘naries, and one is an editor. 


Six other colored priests have sailed from our shores to preach the Gospel in 
foreign lands: two — Fathers Max Murphy and Theldon Jones — are on the 
Island of Trinidad, just off the coast of South America; four — Fathers John 
Dauphiné, S.V.D., Joseph Bowers, S V.D., George Wilson, S.V. D., and Curtis 
Washington, S.V. D. — are in the Gold Coast of British West Africa. Still an- 
other Negro priest — Father Carlos Lewis, S.V.D. — left the United States 
last year to take up postgraduate studies in Rome. 


Since so many people request ‘nformation concerning the number of Negro 
priests in this country, the following list of the thirty Negro priests in the United 
States today is published for the benefit of those who are interested. It will be 
noted that while eight of these thirty are located in Louisiana, the other twenty- 


two are scattered through sixteen states. Mississippi and New Jersey have three 


Negro priests each, Kentucky and New York have two each, and Alabama, 
Arkansas, California, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and Vermont have one each. 


The list follows: 

1. Rev. William Adams, $.V. D. 
Holy Rosary Institute St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Lafayette, La. Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


2. Rev. Chester Ball, S.S.J. 12. Rev. Thomas Jones 
St. Joseph's Church St. John the Baptist Church 


Glen Arden (Landover), Md. New Brunswick, N. J. 

_ Rev. Anthony Bourges, S.V.D. 13. Rev. William Lane 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church Holy Cross Church 
Lafayette, La. Austin, Tex. 

_ Rev. John W. Bowman, S.V. D. /\4. Rev. Francis Glover, W.F. 
St. Gabriel’s Mission White Fathers Seminary 
Mound Bayou, Miss. Franklin, Pa. 

_ Rev. Paul Butler _ Rev. Rollins E. Lambert 
St. Joachim’s Church St. Malachy’s Church 


Trenton, N. J. Chicago, IIl. 


- Rev. Austin Chachere, M.S.SS.T. _ Rev. Alexander Leedie, S.V.D. 
St. Joseph’s Prep School Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd Church 
Trenton, N. J. 


Holy Trinity, Ala. 
_ Rev. Norman A. DuKette _ Rev. Charles Logan “ti 
Christ the King Church Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Flint, Mich. 

_ Rev. John Faustina, S.S.E. _ Rev. Leander Martin, 5.V. D. 
St. Michael’s College St. Benedict’s Church 
Winooski Park, Vt. Duson, La. 

_ Rev. Mark Figaro, S.V. D. _ Rev. Harold Perry, Py bot OF 
Notre Dame Church St. Peter’s Church 

Pine Bluff, Ark. 


St, Martinville, La. 
. Rev. Herman Porter, SCJ. 


_ Rev. William Grau 
Our Lady of Victory Basilica Divine Heart Seminary 
é Donaldson, Ind. 


Lackawanna, N. 


11. Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V. D. 


-_ 


SOME OF THE 30 NEGRO CATHOLIC PRIESTS IN THE UNITED STATES TODAY 


ist row (left to right): Revs, Paul Butler (Trenton, N.J.), Norman DuKette (Flint, 
Mich.), and Rollins Lambert (Chicago, Ill.). 2nd row: Revs. Allen Simpson (Kent, 0.), 
John Bowman, S.V.D. (Mound Bayou, Miss.), and Maurice Rousseve, S.V. D. 
(St. Martinville, La.) 


. Rev. William Rodgers 26. Rev. Simon V. Smith, O.C.S.O. 
St. Peter Claver’s Church Our Lady of Gethsemani Abbey 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Trappist, Ky. 

. Rev. Maurice Rousseve, S.V. D. . Rev. Francis Wade, S.V. D. 

Notre Dame Church St. Joseph’s Church 
St. Martinville, La. Maurice, La. 

. Rev. Bartholomew Sayles, O.S.B. . Rev. Max Williams, S.V. D. 

St. John’s Abbey St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Collegeville, Minn. Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 

. Rev. Harvey Shepherd, O.S.B. . Rev. Arthur Winters, S.V. D. 

St. Maur’s Priory Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
South Union, Ky. Lafayette, La. 

. Rev. Allen Simpson 30. Rev. Richard Winters, §.V.D. 

St. Patrick’s Church Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
Kent, Ohio Lafayette, La. 


MORE PRIESTS ARE NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 
to help save the souls of 15 million Negroes 


Boys and Young Men / 


if you are interested in this apostolic work and 

if you are just finishing the 8th grade, or are already in high school and 
if you really intend to enter the seminary this year — 

THEN 


sit down Now and write to 
REVEREND FATHER PREFECT 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 
Boys not yet in the 8th grade, but who desire to become priests one day, may join 


the FUTURE PRIEST CLUB free by simply writing to the above address and asking 
for a membership card. : 


107 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


0. Rev. William Grau 


Negro Priests in the United States 


CLARENCE J. Howarb, S-V.D: 


There are thirty Negro priests in the United States today. Among these are 
thirteen Divine Word [athers, two Benedictines, a ‘Trappist, a Sacred Heart 
father, a Josephite, a White Father, an Kdmundite, a \lissionary Servant of the 
Most Holy ‘Trinity, and nine secular priests. Of the thirty, eight are pastors 
of churches, twelve are assistant pastors, eight are teaching in schools and sem- 
inaries. and one is an editor. 


Six other colored priests have sailed from our shores to preach the Gospel in 
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Island of ‘Trinidad, just off the coast of South .\merica; four Fathers John 
Dauphine, $.V.D.. Joseph Bowers, S.V.D., George Wilson, S.V.D., and Curtis 
Washington, $.V. D. are in the Gold Coast of British West Africa. Still an- 
other Negro priest Father Carlos Lewis, $.V.D. — lett the United States 


last year to take up postgraduate studies in Rome. 

Since so many people request ‘nformation concerning the number of Negro 
priests in this country, the following list of the thirty Negro priests in the United 
States today is published for the benefit of those who are interested. It will be 
noted that while eight of these thirty are located in Louisiana, the other twenty- 
two are scattered through sixteen states. Mississippi and New Jersey have three 
Negro priests each, Kentucky and New York have two each, and Alabama. 
Arkansas. California, Illinots, Indiana, Marvland, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and Vermont have one each. 


The list follows: 

1. Rey. William Adams, 5.V. D. 11. Rey. Clarence J. Howard, $.V.D. 
Holy Rosary Institute St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Lafayette, La. Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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St. Joseph's Church St. John the Baptist Church 
Glen Arden (Landover), Md. New Brunswick, N. J. 
3. Rev. Anthony Bourges. SN..D: 13. Rev. William Lane 


Heart of Mary Church Holy Cross Church 
Lafayette, La. Austin, Tex. 
4. Rey. John W. Bowman, S.V.D. J id. Rev. Francis Glover, W.F. 
St. Gabriel's Mission White Fathers Seminary 
. - * id 
Mound Bayou, Miss. Franklin, Pa. 
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Trenton, N. J. 
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St. Joseph's Prep School 
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M.S.SS.T. 16. Rev. Alexander Leedie, 5.V.D. 
Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd Church 
Trenton, N. J. 


Holy Trinity, Ala. 
/7. Rev. Norman A. Dukette 24 17. Rev. Charles Logan . 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 


Christ the King Church 
Flint. Mich. Santa Barbara, Calif. 

8. Rev. John Faustina, S.8.3s. 18. Rev. Leander Martin, 5.V.D. 
St. Michael’s College St. Benedict's Church 
Winooski Park, Vt. Duson, La. 

9. Rev. Mark Figaro, 5.V. D. 19. Rev. Harold Perry, $.V.D. 
Notre Dame Church St. Peter's Church 
St. Martinville, La. Pine Bluff, Ark. 
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Our Lady of Victory Basilica Divine Heart Seminary 
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SOME OF THE 30 NEGRO CATHOLIC PRIESTS IN THE UNITED STATES TODAY 


ist row (left to right): Revs. Paul Butler (Trenton, N.J.), Norman DuKette (Flint, 
Mich.), and Rollins Lambert (Chicago, Ill.). 2nd row: Revs. Allen Simpson (Kent, 0.), 
John Bowman, S.V.D. (Mound Bayou, Miss.), and Maurice Rousseve, S.V.D. 
(St. Martinville, La.) 


e2l. Rev. William Rodgers 26. Rev. Simon V, Smith, O.C.S.O0 
St. Peter Claver’s Church Our Lady of Gethsemani Abbey 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Trappist, Ky. 
22. Rev. Maurice Rousseve, S.V. D. 27. Rev. Francis Wade, S.V.D 
Notre Dame Church St. Joseph’s Church 
St. Martinville, La. Maurice, La. 
23. Rev. Bartholomew Sayles, O.S.B. 28. Rev. Max Williams, $.V.D 
St. John's Abbey St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Collegeville, Minn. Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
24. Rey. Harvey Shepherd, O.S.B. 29. Rev. Arthur Winters, S.V. 1D 
St. Maur’s Priory Immaculate Heart of Mary Chureh 
South Union, Ky. Lafayette, Ia. 
25. Rev. Allen Simpson 30. Rev. Richard Winters, S.V. 1. 
St. Patrick’s Church Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
Kent, Ohio Lafayette, La. 


MORE PRIESTS ARE NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 
to help save the souls of 15 million Negroes 


Boys and Young Men / 


if you are interested in this apostolic work and 

if you are just finishing the 8th grade, or are already in high school and 
if you really intend to enter the seminary this year — 

THEN 


sit down Now and write to 
REVEREND FATHER PREFECT 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 
Boys not yet in the 8th grade, but who desire to become priests one day, may join 


the FUTURE PRIEST CLUB free by simply writing to the above address and asking 
for a membership card. 


S.V.D. Colored Missions in the U 


(S.V.D. — Societas Verbi Divini_— = Si 


St. Anselm’s, Chicago, III. 
Altgeld Gardens Mission, asi ml. 
St. Elizabeth’s, Chicago, i... 


ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS cA 
Blessed Martin de Porres, Davant, La. :2 
St. Joseph’s, Bohemia, La. : 

St. Sophie’s, Phoenix, La. 


ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS ‘ 

St. Nicholas, St. Louis, Mo. ............i.: > 3 
ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO 

St. Benedict the Moor, San Francisco, Calif. 1 


DIOCESE OF AUSTIN 
St. Peter Claver’s, Taylor, Texas ......-....... 1 


ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO | 


© ™ Priests 


—_—_— 
tN 


DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Lafayette, La. .. 3 
St. John Vianney’s, Mouton Switch, La. 
Notre Dame, St. Martinville, La. ve 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. John, La. 3 
St. Anthony’s, Cade, La. = 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Jeanerette, La. 
St. Peter’s, Julien Hill, La. 2 
St. Peter’s, Glencoe, La. 
St. Benedict the Moor, Duson, La. 1 
Blessed Martin de Porres, Scott, La. 
St. Joseph’s, Maurice, La. 1 
St. Jules’, Franklin, La. ; ta 
Immaculate Conception, Verdunville, La. 


Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La. 2 


DIOCESE OF LITTLE ROCK 
St. Augustine’s, North Little Rock, Ark. _. eek 
St. Bartholomew’s, Little Rock, Ark. 4; 1 
St. Peter’s, Pine Bluff, Ark. 2 
St. Raphael’s, Pine Bluff, Ark. 


DIOCESE OF NATCHEZ 

Christ the King, Jackson, Miss. 

Holy Ghost, Jackson, Miss. oA ae haat: 

Holy Rosary, Hattiesburg, Miss. § : 

Immaculate Conception, Clarksdale, Miss. . : 

Sacred Heart, Greenville, Miss. 

St. Francis of Assisi, Yazoo City, Miss. 

St. Gabriel’s, Mound Bayou, Miss. .........5.. 

St. Joseph’s, Meridian, Miss. tyias 

St. Mary’s, Vicksburg, Miss. 

St. Rose de Lima, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. .. 

St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss., 
(17 Brothers, 5 Candidates) 


DIOCESE OF TRENTON 
Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, Trenton, N.J.. 2 
St. Peter Claver’s, Asbury Park, N. J. : 2 
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* High Schocl included, * Conducting religious instruct 
ary Sisters Servants of the Holy Ghost (Techny, Ill 
(Cornwells Heights, Pa.), 18 Sisters of the “y Fan 
ters of St. Francis (Milwaukee, Wis.), 9 Sist@ts of t 
6 Franciscan Sisters (Youngstown, Ohio), 4 Dominica’ 
Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Dubuque, Iowa), 2H 
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gious instruction classes. *Totel includes 63 Mission- 
(Tecyny, Ill.), 41 Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 
he y Family (New Orleans, La.), 12 School Sis- 
) Sist€ts of the Most Precious Blood (O’Fallon, Mo.), 
, 4 Dominican Sisters (Celdwell, N. J.), 3 Sisters of 
le, loWa), 2 Helpers of the Holy Souls (New York, N.Y.). 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


S.V.D. Colored Missions in the L 


(S.V. D. — Societas Verbi vin tS) 


ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
St. Anselm’s, Chicago, III. 
Altgeld Gardens Mission, Chicago, II. 
St. Elizabeth's, Chicago, Il. 


ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS 
Blessed Martin de Porres, Davant, La. ( 
St. Joseph’s, Bohemia, La. \ 
St. Sophie’s, Phoenix, La. 


ARCHDIOCESE OF ST, LOUIS 


St. Nicholas, St. Louis, Mo. be 3 
ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO 
f. 


St. Benedict the Moor, San Francisco, Cali ] 
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DIOCESE OF AUSTIN 
St. Peter Claver’s, Taylor, Texas l 


DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Lafayette, La. 
St. John Vianney’s, Mouton Switch, La. 
Notre Dame, St. Martinville, La. 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. John, La. 
St. Anthony’s, Cade, La. 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Jeanerette, La. 
St. Peter’s, Julien Hill, La. 
St. Peter’s, Glencoe, La. 
St. Benedict the Moor, Duson, La. 
Blessed Martin de Porres, Scott, La. 
St. Joseph’s, Maurice, La. 
St. Jules’, Franklin, La. 
Immaculate Conception, Verdunville, La. 
Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La. 
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DIOCESE OF LITTLE ROCK 
St. Augustine’s, North Little Rock. Ark. 
St. Bartholomew’s, Little Rock. Ark. 
St. Peter’s, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
St. Raphael’s, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
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DIOCESE OF NATCHEZ 

Christ the King, Jackson, Miss. 

Holy Ghost, Jackson, Miss. 

Holy Rosary, Hattiesburg, Miss. 

Immaculate Conception, Clarksdale, Miss. 

Sacred Heart, Greenville, Miss. 

St. Francis of Assisi, Yazoo City, Miss. 

St. Gabriel’s, Mound Bayou, Miss. ’ 

St. Joseph’s, Meridian, Miss. 

St. Mary’s, Vicksburg, Miss. 

St. Rose de Lima, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 

St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis. Miss., 
(17 Brothers, 5 Candidates) 


DIOCESE OF TRENTON 
Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, Trenton. N. J. 
St. Peter Claver’s, Asbury Park, N. J. 
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Pious instruction classes. *Totel includes 63 Mission- 
(Techny, Ill.), 41 Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 
ne Hy Family (New Orleans, La.), 12 School Sis- 
Sisters of the Most Precicus Blood (O’Fallon, Mo.). 
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NEWS BROADCAST 


Entertainment 


On the evening of March 8, 
the Fraters held their annual pro- 
gram in honor of the Great Doctor 
of the Church and Patron of All 
Catholic Schools, St. Thomas 
Aquinas. Representing the Theo- 
logians, Frater Thaddeus Boucree 
gave an excellent discourse on the 
morality of “Mercy-Killing.” Quite 
naturally he showed that “Mercy- 
Killing” is against the moral law — 
is outright murder. When Frater 
Paul Neale from the Philosophy 
Department spoke on the “Cogita- 
tive Sense” the students just sat with 
mouths open and blank faces. The 
subtleties and abstractions of the 
“Queen of the Sciences” — Phi- 
losophy — were too much for them. 
An added attraction was the debut 
of three new members of the or- 
chestra — Edward Adams, ’51, bass 
horn player, Russell LeMelle, ’52, 
alto saxophonist, and Sidney Kerle- 
gon, ’53, clarinetist. The applause 
after the orchestral rendition of the 
“Poet and Peasant” overture nearly 
“brought the house down.” Profes- 
sor Charles Henry directed. 


Be-Bop! 


“Be-Bop,” our new little 
canine mascot, has become quite a 
favorite with the Fraters. Frater 
Vance Thorne appropriately dubbed 
the pup “Be-Bop” from the way he 
“bops” all around the place — 
especially when he and “Minny,” 
the cat, begin a “friendly” scrap. 
“Be-Bop’s” little sister is named 
“Suzy-Q.” 


Movies 


In the spirit of the season, 
two Lenten movies were shown for 
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the edification of the community. 
The first was “Golgotha” — from 
every respect one of the finest 
movies commemorating the dolorous 
Passion and Death of Our Lord. 
The other movie, “The Eternal 
Gift,” was a ten reel presentation 
and exposition of a Solemn High 
Mass. Both were immensely liked 


by all. 


Sports 


The Brother Novices and 
Candidates made another noble at- 
tempt at defeating the Fraters in a 
basketball game. Playing with 
their full team, this time the Fraters 
won by a much wider margin. The 
final score was 31-16. 


On Sunday, March 19, the basket- 
ball game between members of the 
Junior Holy Name Society of Cor- 
pus Christi Parish, New Orleans, 
and our students was rained out. 
The slight drizzle which was threat- 
ening at the beginning of the first 


SERIOUS BUSINESS! 
Three freshmen watch their classmates en- 


gaging opponents in a game of basketball. 
Guess who is winning? 


THE PROVINCIALS OF THE THREE AMERICAN PROVINCES OF THE SOCIETY OF 
THE DIVINE WORD 


Very Rev. William Bauer, S.V.D., Provincial of the Southern Province; Very Rev. Louis 
Schaffhauser, S.V.D., Provincial of the Western Province; and Very Rev. Robert Hunter, 
S.V.D., Provincial of the Eastern Province 


torrential 
The game, 


quarter turned into a 
downpour at the half. 


to the disappointment of the players, 
was called off. Our students were 
leading! 


Timber! 


A visitor to the Seminary 
during March would surely have 
thought himself in the lumber 
camp of the North woods. The 
shouting of “timber” and the blast- 
ing explosions of dynamite could be 
heard all over the campus. The 
source of all the commotion was the 
site of the Fraters’ future ball field. 


New Faces 


We have the pleasure of 
having a genuine missionary with us 
here, Father Richard Marks, S.V.D., 
veteran missionary of the Philippines 
who long held the office of Procura- 
tor in the Islands. At one of their 
monthly mission meetings the Fra- 


ters had Father Marks as a guest 
speaker. He held their attention 
for over an hour with news of our 
missions in the Philippines — 
sprinkled here and there with ac- 
counts of some of his war ex- 
periences. 

During March another “vet” 
from the mission front was here for 
a spiritual reinforcement. He is 
Father Richard Arens, S.V. D., who 
was a missionary in China. Father 
had to leave China with the rest of 
our missionaries when the Commu- 
nists overran our part of the mission 


field. 


Old Faces With New Look 


Back with us again is Broth- 
er Conrad. After having spent 
about two years in our mission in 
Accra, Gold Coast, Africa, Brother 
had to return to the States because 
of ill-health. He is now back in 
his former positions in the sacristy 
and book bindery. 
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On the evening of March 8, 
the I*raters held their annual pro- 
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ef the Church and Patron of All 
Catholic Schools, — St. 
\quinas. 
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Representing the Theo- 
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morality of “Mercy-Killing.” Quite 
naturally he showed that “Mercy- 
Killing” 1s against the moral law — 
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Paul Neale from the Philosophy 
Department spoke on the “Cogita- 
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mouths open and blank faces. The 
subtleties and the 
of the Phi- 
losophy — were too much for them. 
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of three new members of the or- 
chestra — Edward Adams, ’51, bass 
horn player, Russell LeMelle, 752, 
alto saxophonist, and Sidney Kerle- 
gon, 7°53, clarinetist. 


abstractions of 


“Oueen Sciences” — 


The applause 
after the orchestral rendition of the 
“Poet and Peasant” overture nearly 
“brought the house down.” Profes- 
sor Charles Henry directed. 


Be-Bop! 


“Be-Bop,” our new little 
canine mascot, has become quite a 
favorite with the [*raters. [rater 
Yance Thorne appropriately dubbed 
the pup “Be-Bop” from the way he 
“bops” all around the place — 
especially when he and “Minny,” 
the cat, begin a “friendly” scrap. 
“Be-Bop’s” little sister is named 
“Suzy-Q.” 


Movies 


In the spirit of the season, 
two Lenten movies were shown for 
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the edification of the community. 
The first was “Golgotha” — from 
every one of the finest 
movies commemorating the dolorous 
Passion and Death of Our Lord. 
The other movie, “The Eternal 
Gift,” was a ten reel presentation 
and exposition of a Solemn High 
Mass. Both were immensely liked 
by all. 


respect 


Sports 


The Brother Novices and 
Candidates made another noble at- 
tempt at defeating the [raters in a 
basketball game. Playing with 
their full team, this time the Iraters 
won by a much wider margin. The 
final score was 31-16. 

On Sunday, March 19, the basket- 
ball game between members of the 
Junior Holy Name Society of Cor- 
pus Christi Parish, New Orleans, 
and our 


students was rained out. 


The slight drizzle which was threat- 
ening at the beginning 


of the first 


SERIOUS BUSINESS! 


Three freshmen watch their classmates en- 
gaging opponents in a game of basketball. 
Guess who is winning? 


THE PROVINCIALS OF THE THREE AMERICAN PROVINCES OF THE SOCIETY OF 
THE DIVINE WORD 


Very Rev. William Bauer, S.V.D., Provincial of the Southern Province; Very Rev. Louis 
Schaffhauser, S.V.D., Provincial of the Western Province; and Very Rev. Robert Hunter, 
S.V.D., Provincial of the Eastern Province 


quarter turned into a_ torrential 
downpour at the half. The game, 
to the disappointment of the players, 
was called off. 
leading! 


Our students were 


Timber! 

A visitor to the Seminary 
during March would surely have 
thought himself in the lumber 
camp of the North woods. The 
shouting of “timber” and the blast- 
ing explosions of dynamite could be 
heard all the campus. The 
source of all the commotion was the 
site of the Fraters’ future ball field. 


over 


New Faces 

We have the pleasure of 
having a genuine missionary with us 
here, 'ather Richard Marks, S.V.D., 
veteran missionary of the Philippines 
who long held the office of Procura- 
tor in the Islands. At one of their 
monthly mission meetings the [ra- 


ters had [Tather Marks as a guest 
speaker. He held their attention 


for over an hour with news of our 
the Philippines — 
sprinkled here and there with ac 
counts of 


missions  1n 


some of his war. ex 
periences. 

During March another “y et” 
from the mission front was here for 
a spiritual reinforcement. He 1s 
father Richard Arens, $.V. 1D)., who 
was a missionary in China. lather 
had to leave China with the rest of 
our missionaries when the Commu 
nists overran our part of the mission 
field. 


Old Faces With New Look 


Back with us again is Broth- 
er Conrad. After having spent 
about two years in our mission 1n 
Accra, Gold Coast, Africa, Brother 
had to return to the States because 
of ill-health. He is now back 1n 
his former positions in the sacristy 
and book bindery. 
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NEW BISHOP FOR JAMAICA 


Bishop-Elect John J. McEleney 


The Most Reverend Antonius Taffi, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Cuba, has made 
public the appointment of Very Rev- 
erend John J. McEleney, S.J., as Titular 
Bishop of Zeugma in Syria and Vicar 
Apostolic of Jamaica, British West 
Indies, to succeed the Most Reverend 
Thomas A. Emmet, S.J., who has re- 
signed. 


For the past six years Father 
McEleney has acted as Provincial of 
the New England Jesuit Province. 

Bishop-elect McEleney was born in 
Woburn, Massachusetts, November 13, 
1895. A graduate of Woburn High 
School and Boston College, he entered 
the novitiate of the Society of Jesus 
at Yonkers, New York, August 14, 
1918. After classical and philosophical 
studies at Poughkeepsie, New York, 
Weston, Mass., and Woodstock, Mary- 
land, he was language professor at the 
Ateneo de Manila, Philippine Islands. 
He was ordained priest by Bishop 
Peterson at Weston in 1930. From 
1931 to 1934 he acted as Assistant Mas- 
ter of Novices at Shadowbrook, Lenox, 
Mass. After a year of ascetical The- 
ology in North Wales, he returned to 
Shadowbrook as Assistant Master of 
Novices. On May 13, 1937 he was ap- 
pointed Rector of Shadowbrook, which 
post he held until his appointment as 
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Rector and President of Fairfield Uni- 
versity, Fairfield, Conn. He was ap- 
pointed Provincial of the New England 
Province December 8, 1944. 

The territory over which the new 
Bishop-elect will preside covers an area 
of 4,411 square miles with a population 
of 1,300,000. There are 70,000 Cath- 
olics, 70 priests and 4 Brothers from 
the New England Province of the So- 
ciety of Jesus, 162 Sisters, 85 churches 
and mission stations, 53 parish schools, 
one hospital and one leper colony. 


Our Prayer to the Virgin 


GRACE SAYRE 


Oh Mary, Virgin Mary... 

Thy Son has borne our pain, 

And Thou hast shared our heartache 
And loved us all, again. 

Oh Mary, Virgin Mary, 

How may we now atone? 

Let us bow deep in reverence 

To Thee, Oh Holy One. 

Upon Thy Church’s altar 

We lay our grief and shame; 

We are not worthy, Virgin Blest; 
Keep us in humbleness, with Thee, 
We ask in Christ’s dear Name. 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 
(Continued from page 105) 


a purely invitational rally and nonob- 


ligatory as to the attendance. Yet, it is 
believed to be the largest outpouring of 
white and Negro youths ever to attend 
an interracial event held in Baltimore 
under private auspices. The interracial 
theme was carried on to the stage where 
James Lacy, Jr., former Loyola college 
student and basketball star of national 
renown and Levi Jackson, captain of 
Yale’s 1949 football team and outstand- 
ing football player, were the principal 
speakers. 


May 2 — St. Athanasius 


Saint Athanasius, the champion 
of orthodoxy, was born about the 
year 297 at Alexandria. His par- 
ents were Christians. It was, no doubt, 
due to their parental assistance that 
Athanasius was able to receive an ex- 
cellent education. Later in life he was 
appointed secretary to a certain Bishop 
Alexander. When Bishop Alexander 
died, Athanasius was nominated his suc- 
cessor. During life Saint Athanasius 
wrote many apologetical works in de- 
fense of the Catholic Faith. He is 
considered one of the greatest religious 
leaders of any age, because of coura- 
geous defense of the Faith against al- 
most overwhelming odds. Cardinal 
Newman has aptly described Saint 
Athanasius as a principal instrument 
after the Apostles by which the sacred 
truths of Christianity have been con- 
veyed and secured for the world. St. 
Athanasius died in Alexandria on May 
2, 373. His body was subsequently 
translated first to Constantinople and 
then to Venice. 


May 19 — St. Peter Celestine 


St. Peter Celestine was the 
founder of the Celestine Order. He 
was living in a mountain dwelling alone 
when he was called to Rome because of 
his election to the Pontificate. St. Peter 
Celestine was a very humble man. 


He longed to lead a hidden life. He de- 
sired to resign his position as Supreme 
Pontiff. Canonists of the 13th century 
disputed whether it was lawful for the 
Pope to renounce his Office. The saint, 
nevertheless, resigned and returned to 
his former monastic life. He died on 
May 19, 1296. 


May 26 — St. Philip Neri 


Saint Philip Neri was born in 
Florence in the year 1515. From in- 
fancy Philip was remarkable for his 
docility and sweet disposition. In the 
year 1548, St. Philip, with the help of 
his confessor, founded a confraternity 
of poor laymen who met for spiritual 
exercises in the Church of San Salvatore 
in Campo. With their aid he popular- 
ized in Rome the devotion of the 40 
hours. He also undertook the care of 
needy pilgrims. He and his followers 
were called the Oratorians, because 
they rang a little bell to summon the 
faithful to prayer in their oratory. The 
Congregation of the Oratorians received 
final approbation by Pope Gregory XIII 
in 1575. Humility was the virtue which 
Saint Philip strove to practice and in- 
still into his followers and penitents. 
He died in the year 1595. He was 
beatified 6 years after his death and 
canonized by Gregory XV in the year 
1622. Let us ask this saint to give us 
a deep and genuine love for the virtue 
of Humility. 
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Rector and President of Fairfield Uni- 
versity, Fairfield, Conn. He was ap- 
pointed Provincial of the New England 
Province December 8, 1944. 

The territory over which the new 
Bishop-elect will preside covers an area 
of 4.411 square miles with a population 
of 1,300,000. There are 70,000 Cath- 
olics, 70 priests and 4 Brothers from 
the New England Province of the So- | 
ciety of Jesus, 162 Sisters, 85 churches 
and mission stations, 53 parish schools, 
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Oh Mary, Virgin Mary 

Thy Son has borne our pain, 

And Thou hast shared our heartache 
And loved us all, again. 

Oh Mary, Virgin Mary, 

How may we now atone? 

Let us bow deep in reverence 

To Thee, Oh Holy One. 

Upon Thy Church’s altar 

We lay our grief and shame; 

We are not worthy, Virgin Blest; 
Keep us in humbleness, with Thee, 
We ask in Christ’s dear Name. 
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a purely invitational rally and nonob- 
ligatory as to the attendance. Yet, it is 
believed to be the largest outpouring of 
white and Negro youths ever to attend 
an interracial event held in Baltimore 
under private auspices. ‘The interracial 
theme was carried on to the stage where 
James Lacy, Jr., former Loyola college 
student and baskethall star of national 
renown and Levi Jackson, captain of 
Yale's 1949 football team and outstand- 
ing football player, were the principal 
speakers. ‘ 
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SAINTS 


May 2 — St. Athanasius 


Saint .\thanasius, the champion 
of orthodoxy, was born about the 
year 297 at Alexandria. His _par- 
ents were Christians. It was, no doubt, 
due to their parental assistance that 
Athanasius was able to receive an ex- 
cellent education. Later in life he was 
appointed secretary to a certain Bishop 
Alexander. When Bishop Alexander 
died, Athanasius was nominated his suc- 
During life Saint Athanasius 
wrote many apologetical works in de- 
fense of the Catholic Faith. He is 
considered one of the greatest religious 
leaders of any age, because of coura- 
veous defense of the Faith against al- 
most overwhelming odds. Cardinal 
Newman has aptly described Saint 
Athanasius as a principal instrument 
after the Apostles by which the sacred 
truths of Christianity have been con- 
veved and secured for the world, St. 
Athanasius died in Alexandria on May 
2, 373. His body was subsequently 
translated first to Constantinople and 
then to Venice. 


cessor, 


May 19 — St. Peter Celestine 


St. Peter Celestine was the 
founder of the Celestine Order. He 
was living in a mountain dwelling alone 
when he was called to Rome because of 
his election to the Pontificate. St. Peter 
Celestine was a very humble man. 


Ile longed to lead a hidden life. He de- 
sired to resign his position as Supreme 
Pontiff. Canonists of the 13th century 
disputed whether it was lawful for the 
Pope to renounce his Office. The saint, 
nevertheless, resigned and returned to 
his former monastic life. He died on 
May 19) 1296, 


May 26 — St. Philip Neri 

Saint Philip Neri was born in 
Ilorence in the year 1515.) From in- 
fancy Philip was remarkable for his 
docility and sweet disposition. In the 
year 1548, St. Philip, with the help of 
his confessor, founded a confraternity 
of poor laymen who met for spiritual 
exercises in the Church of San Salvatore 
in Campo. With their aid he popular- 
ized in Rome the devotion of the 40 
hours. fle also undertook the care of 
needy pilgrims. Ile and his 
were called the ratorians, becarse 
they rang a little bell to summon. the 
faithful to praver in their oratory. The 
Congregation of the Oratorians received 
final approbation by Pope Gregory NITI 
in 1575. Humility was the virtue which 
Saint Philip strove to practice and in- 


followers 


still into his followers and penitents 
Hle died in the vear 13595, dle was 
heatified © vears after his death and 


canonized by Gregory NV in the vear 
1622. Let us ask this saint to give us 
a deep and genuine love for the virtue 
of Humility. 
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THE WORK of the CATHOLIC 
CHURCH AMONG NEGROES 
(Continued from page 104) 


pride in these as their own creation, 
and find it difficult to separate them- 
selves from the many fraternal and 
recreational activities. of these 
churches. They suffer the isolation 
— often a very bitter one — which 
is apt to attend the Catholic convert. 

The major obstacle to the conver- 
sion of the American Negro is the 
attitude of white Catholics them- 
selves. As the Negroes have be- 
come more educated, they have 
grown aware of the extreme discrep- 
ancy which exists between such an 
attitude and the real spirit of the 
Catholic Church. They read of the 
great pronouncements of the Holy 
Father, the Head of Christendom, 
and contrast his words of friendship 
and affection with the unfriendly 
attitude of the people next door. 
They are particularly sensitive when 
they find Catholics practicing such 
discrimination in the church itself; 
or find their children, otherwise 
qualified outwardly and inwardly, 
excluded from Catholic schools be- 
cause of their color. For this reason 
the attitude of Negroes toward 
separate churches or separate schools 
for their own race is decidedly 
mixed. In certain regions of the 
country, where such separate ar- 
rangements have been the universal 
custom or are even enforced by law, 
the Negro accepts them for want of 
anything better. He is not agree- 
able to them, however, where no 
such tradition exists, and in all cases 
deeply resents when, as not infre- 
quently happens, the existence of 
the separate institution is made an 
excuse for excluding the Negro 
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from fellowship in the parish of his 
domicile or choice. 


For this reason, more and more 
of the Bishops of the United States 
have adopted a policy of full inte- 
gration, as it is termed, of the Ne- 
gro into all phases of Catholic life. 
In this policy they are being sup- 
ported by an ever increasing body 
of Catholic opinion among both 
clergy and laity. There is not the 
slightest doubt that this will even- 
tually be the recognized policy in all 
parts of the Catholic Church in the 
United States, even though in cer- 
tain localities it has great difficulty 
in making progress due to apathy or 
misconceptions on the part of many 
Catholics. “Perhaps never,” writes 
an experienced missionary, “‘has the 
devil been more clever than he un- 
doubtedly is in using otherwise de- 
voted, zealous priests and nuns to 
obstruct occasionally the spiritual 
conquest of Negro souls” (D. J. 
Corrigan, C.SS.R., in Interracial Re- 
view, December, 1947). 


The mission workers among the 
Negroes of the United States — 
priests and nuns — have long since 
learned that the purely spiritual 
work for the colored is hampered 
and frustrated unless it is accom- 
panied by a broad social-welfare 
program; recreational and youth 
projects, cooperatives and credit 
unions, parent-teachers’ associations, 
employment agencies, etc. Such ac- 
tivities testify to the remarkable 
spirit of cooperation and self-help 
which intelligent guidance can read- 
ily develop among the Negroes, and 
many of the greatest successes have 
been achieved among Negro peas- 
ants living in very humble and 
primitive circumstances. 


An outstanding example of what 
can be accomplished in this direc- 
tion is the rural life project of the 
Rev. Andrew Lawrence, M.S.SS.T. 
(Missionaries of the Most Holy 
Trinity, a society of zealous priests 
and lay persons), in the heart of the 
Southern State of Mississippi. In 
1943 this young priest came to what 
was called “a dying parish” and 
started work among both whites and 
Negroes, amid the utter poverty of 
rural tenants and agricultural la- 
borers. Today eleven buildings 
stand in what was formerly a barren 
field. They form Sacred Heart Vil- 
lage near Camden, Mississippi; they 
are Sacred Heart Grammar and 
High School, church, convent, rec- 
tory, clinic, barn, agricultural imple- 
ment building, home economics 
building, garage and machine shop, 
veterans’ building and model home. 
They are all the product of volun- 
teer labor on the part of the priests 
and Negroes. They typify the 
Church’s answer to the missionary 
problem. They are but the begin- 
ning of a program to train the un- 
derprivileged people for a new and 
secure life —dife on the land. The 
people are trained to assume the 
responsibility of ownership. As 
they give evidence of ability to as- 
sume more responsibilities, their 
holdings are increased and they be- 
come a free, self-sustaining people 
with a sense of pride in their 
achievements. 

Students who show special ability 
are encouraged to go on for college 
or university work and are offered 
scholarships if they will sign a 
written agreement that they will 
come back to their home and work 
among their own people for a period 
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Demonstra- 
tion crops and a reforestation project 
are part of the plan. 

Just as the purely spiritual. work 
for the Negro is frustrated and in- 
complete without a complement of 
social-welfare activity, so, too, the 


of at least five years. 


missions have learned that the ‘in- 
ter-racial” work for the Negroes, 
whether pastoral or educational or 
social-welfare, is dashed against a 
hopeless obstacle unless the walls of 
prejudice and racial discrimination 
are broken down by a specially di- 
rected program of propaganda for 
interracial justice. Negro- students 
graduating from Catholic schools 
find the labor of both pupil and 
teacher vainly expended if the doors 
of opportunity are closed. 

The necessity for a sound and 
practical interracial program is em- 
phasized in the case of recent con- 
verts, since the Negro entering the 
Catholic Church comes frequently 
from his own religious organization 
where he enjoys equality and friend- 
ship with members of his own race. 

The central idea of the Catholic 
interracial movement is the applica- 
tion of Catholic social morality and 
theology to the question of race re- 
lations. Mere generalities are not 
enough. A distinctive note of the 
movement is the direct application of 
these great principles to specific 
situations, particularly where there 
are signs of acute conflict between 
the white and the Negro elements in 
the community. Employers are di- 
rectly approached and convinced of 
the capacity of Negroes to engage 
in certain types ot work. Trade 
union leaders are reminded of the 
scandal and harm given by policies 

(Continued on page 120) 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


New Mission in Arkansas 
PINE BLUFF, ARK. — His Ex- 
cellency, Bishop Albert Fletcher of 
Little Rock has given to the Divine 
Word Fathers the pastoral care of 
the colored Catholics living in the 
vicinity of St. Raphael’s School, 
which is located a few miles outside 
of Pine Bluff. These Catholics 
number abouty twenty-five. Their 
children and a few of the children 
of their non-Catholic neighbors (al- 
together about 35 pupils) attend St. 
Raphael’s School. 

St. Raphael’s is conducted by the 
Poor Brothers of St. Francis, from 
Alverno, Ohio. 

Father Joseph Kempinski, S.V.D., 
pastor of St. Peter’s Church in 
Pine Bluff, and his assistant, Father 


Harold Perry, S.V.D., have taken 
charge of the mission. One of them 
says Mass every Sunday in the 
chapel of St. Raphael’s School. 


Still Going Strong 


BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. — 
Father Joseph Eckert, S.V. D., in 
spite of his 65 years, is still going 
strong, preaching the Word of God 
in parish missions. In March Fa- 
ther Eckert preached a week’s mis- 
sion at St. Rose de Lima Church 
here. The church was filled to ca- 
pacity each night, and Father Con- 
rad Kinder, S.V. D., the pastor, feels 
that the parish benefited much spir- 
itually from the mission. 

After a 9-day Novena in Violet, 
Louisiana, Father Eckert left for 


CATHOLIC WEDDING AT OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH, JEANERETTE, LA 
Father Clarence Weber, S.V. D., celebrated the Nuptial Mass 


Our Lady of »—> 
the Rosary Church, 
Jeanerette, La. 


Fr. Arthur Haines, 
S.V.D., is pastor of 
both places 


Chicago, Ill., where he was sched- 
uled to conduct a week’s mission at 


FIRST COMMUNION 
CLASSES 
<«« St. Peter’s 
Chapel, 
Julien Hill, La. 
and 


St. Elizabeth’s Church, where he 
was formerly pastor until 1932. 


A FAITHFUL PARISHIONER PASSES 


By Mrs. JoHN-CHRETIEN 


Mrs. Jules Mouton, Sr., who died 
at her home in Lafayette, La., was born 
Medelle Breaux. She lived and died 
a good Catholic, a good wife and moth- 
er, a faithful member of the parish so- 
cieties to which she belonged, and an 
example of all that the phrase, “A good 
neighbor,” stands for. 


When Holy Rosary Institute first 
was established in Lafayette, Mrs. Mou- 
ton was one of the faithful board of 
men and women that was always will- 
ing to lend a helping hand to the school 
when help was needed. She would help 
organize and conduct concerts and fes- 
tivities of various kifds for the benefit 


of Holy Rosary, at the same time, never 
neglecting her parish church (St. 
Paul’s) or the St. Paul’s School. Later 
on, when the Immaculate Heart: of 
Mary Parish came into existence, no 
more zealous nor more faithful worker 
was to be found. 


Always cheerful, kind and dignified, 
Mrs. Mouton was an example of Cath- 
olic womanhood. Her memory will 
linger with us for a long time. The 
good she has done will live on and bear 
much fruit. 


Surviving her are her husband, one 
son, four daughters, ten grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. R.I.P. 


117 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


in Arkansas 

PINE BLUFI, ARK. — His Ex- 
cellency, Bishop \lbert Fletcher of 
Little Rock has given to the Divine 


Word lathers the pastoral care of 


Mission 


RT =. 
stew 


the colored Catholics living in the 
vicinity of St. Raphael’s School, 
which is located a few miles outside 
of Pine Bluff. Catholics 
number abouty twenty-five. Their 
children and a few of the children 
of their non-Catholic neighbors (al- 
together about 35 pupils) attend St. 
Kaphael’s School. 

St. Raphael’s is conducted by the 
Poor Brothers of St. Francis, from 
Alverno, Ohno. 

l‘ather Joseph Kempinski, S.V.D., 
pastor of St. Peter’s Church in 
Pine Bluff, and his assistant, lather 


These 


oS cgeggar See : 3 
cate st 


A, Sk Rigi Fe 
Ed i vg? 


CATEOLIC WEDDING A 


With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


Se gait oe eS 


Harold Perry, S.V.D., have taken 
charge of the mission. One of them 
Mass every Sunday in. the 
chapel of St. Raphael’s School. 


Says 


Still Going Strong 

BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. — 
lather Joseph Eckert, 5.V. D., in 
spite of his 65 years, is still going 
strong, preaching the Word of God 
in parish missions. In March [a- 
ther Eckert preached a week’s mis- 
sion at St. Rose de Lima Church 
The church was filled to ca- 
pacity each night, and [*ather Con- 
rad Kinder, $.V. D., the pastor, feels 
that the parish benefited much spir 
itually from the mission. 

After a 9-day Novena in Violet, 
Louisiana, Father Eckert left for 


here. 


¥ 


T OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH, JEANERETTE, LA 


Father Clarence Weber, S.V.D., celebrated the Nuptial Mass 


116 


ges 


os 


Our Lady of »—> 
the Rosary Church, 
Jeanerette, La. 


Fr. Arthur Haines, 
S.V.D., is pastor of 
both places 


Chicago, Ill., where he was sched- 
uled to conduct a week’s mission at 


ST. AUGUSTINE?S MESSENGER 


FIRST COMMUNION 
CLASSES 


<««+ St. Peter’s 

Chapel, 
Julien Hill, La. 
and 


St. Elizabeth’s Church, where he 
was formerly pastor until 1932. 
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at her home in Lafayette, La., was born 
Medelle Breaux. She lived and died 
a good Catholic, a good wife and moth- 
er, a faithful member of the parish so- 
cieties to which she belonged, and an 
example of all that the phrase, “.\ good 
neighbor,” stands for. 


When Holy Rosary Institute first 
was established in Lafayette, Mrs. Mou- 
ton was one of the faithful board of 
men and women that was always will- 
ing to lend a helping hand to the school 
when help was needed. She would help 
organize and conduct concerts and fes- 
tivities of various kinds for the benefit 


of Holy Rosary, at the same time, never 
neglecting her parish church (St. 
Paul's) or the St. Paul's School. Later 
on, when the Immaculate Heart) oft 
Mary Parish came into existence, ne 
more zealous nor more faithful worker 
was to be found. 

Always cheerful, kind and digmiied, 
Mrs. Mouton was an example of Cath- 
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good she has done will live on and bear 
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Surviving her are her husband. one 
son, four daughters, ten grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. R.I.P. 
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My dear Boys and Girls: 


May is a most beautiful month, isn’t 


it? It’s Mother Mary’s month! Here 
on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, a 
few miles from New Orleans, every- 
thing is in beautiful bloom, and the birds 
are adding to the wondrous beauty with 
their continuous singing. It is also near 
the end of school time, and vacation is 
already beckoning happy lads and las- 
sies for days of fun and frolic. I'd 
enjoy being with you on some of those 
beautiful picnics and trips you will take. 
Enjoy those God-given sunny days in 
a happy God-pleasing manner, and thus 
you will bless, and change, even your 
fun and joy into a meritorious labor for 
God and heaven. 

However, in some minds at this time 
there are deeper thoughts. I know it 
because I, too, was once a lad. I en- 
joyed the Spring and Summer days, 
too. But at about ten years of age al- 
ready more serious thoughts began to 
enter my mind. I was thinking of the 
future. Where would I be ten or fif- 
teen years from then? What would I 
be doing? Some boys of my age would 
then be writing prescriptions (doctors), 
some would be filling prescriptions 
(druggists), some would be arguing at 
the courthouse (lawyers), some of the 
girls would be nursing sick bodies back 
to health (nurses); and all of this is 
good — I thought. But I also did not 
forget that at present I was being 
taught my catechism, and being shown 
the right way from the wrong, and be- 
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ing helped along in general toward 
heaven by kind and patient men and 
women dressed in black (priests and 
Sisters), who had given their all to 
God, with the idea of helping me and 
others to heaven. After several years 
of such thinking I, too, became God- 
minded, and offered my life to God’s 
service. He accepted it and today I 
am Father Cheer-Up — and now I hope 
and pray that some of you too will see 
the light and follow Him! 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: You haven’t heard 
from me in a good while. First year high 
school does not give one much time for 
writing. I have two brothers in the service 
— Herman and George. You remember 
George, don’t you? He spent one year at 
the seminary. I also have a brother in 
California. I try to write to them as often 
as possible. 

We have cousins in Los Angeles who are 
not Catholic, and I wrote to one of them 
last night, and I said a lot about Lent and 
Easter. At school, I have Latin, and it is 
a very difficult subject to learn — at least 
I think so. 

I mustn’t take too much space, so, may 
God bless you and the Seminarians, 


Patricia St. Julien 
2615 Toulouse Street 
New Orleans, La. 


Yes, Patricia, it surely does take time and 
effort to be a good first year high student, 
and I am glad to see that you realize it, and 
give it its due time. Keep on writing to 
your brothers and especially to those cousins, 
and maybe some day you'll be pleasantly sur- 


prised to learn that you’ve actually been do- 
ing Missionary Work. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I am thirteen years 
old and am writing to tell you about my 
favorite saint. I try to be good in school. 
My sister, that is, my teacher’s name is 
Sister Bonaventure. I am in the seventh 
grade, and my best subject is religion. I 
pray every day and night. I also have 
two brothers and one sister. My best friend 
is Charles Olivier. I belong to the Future 
Priests’ Club. Please pray for me to pass. 
Sincerely yours, 

Ivan Marsh, age 13 

1104 27th St. 

Galveston, Texas 

So glad to hear you belong to the Future 

Priest Club. How about your best friend 
Charlie? Does he belong to it also? He 
can. So can he belong to the Future Brother 
Club. And your sister can belong to the 
Future Sister Club. If any of you, my 
young friends of the CHILDREN’S COR- 
NER, want to belong to any of the above 
Clubs just write a little letter sending your 
name and address to: 


Father Director 

Future Priest Club 

St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: How are you? I 
am fine, and I hope you are the same. My 
friend, Agnes Hankinson, gets the MESSEN- 
GER, and I thought I would like to write 
in too. I hope you like my story, and’ I 
hope it wins. I think there are lots of 
nice things in the MESSENGER, that’s why 
I would like to win. Yours truly, 


Henrietta C. Felten, age 12 
New Baltimore, Pa. 


Sure, Henrietta, welcome to CHILDREN’S 
CORNER and to the MEssENGER. That 
story of yours is good. And I would like 
all of our other friends of Children’s Corner 
to take notice that just as Agnes interested 
her friend in the Corner, so too you can 
be apostles of good by showing the MEssEN- 
GER to your friends and encouraging them to 
read it and to write in their contributions to 
Father Cheer-Up, whois ever glad to hear 
from them. In this way we can get together 
a real big “gang” of “friends of God.” 


MY FAVORITE SAINT CONTEST 
St. Benedict the Moor 
by 
Anita Strong 
1220 12th Street 
Augusta, Ga. 
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St. Benedict rose from slavery to take his 
place among the special friends of God whom 
the Church honors as Saints. His ancestors 
had been brought from Africa to Sicily, and 
his parents, Christopher and Diana Manas- 
seric, were slaves on a farm in San Filade, 
where their son, Benedict, was born, in 1526. 
Although Benedict spent his youth on the 
quiet, out-of-the-way farm laboring humbly 
with his parents, the people of the town 
soon recognized his real goodness and deep 
piety. At the age of eighteen Benedict was 
given his freedom. This former slave be- 
came Brother Benedict of the Franciscan 
Order, and this simple Brother, who could 
neither read nor write, was later chosen to 
guide and to rule the lives of his fellow 
Franciscans. Long before he died, Brother 
Benedict knew the day of his death. Pope 
Benedict XIV beatified him in 1743. The 
supreme moment came with the fulfillment of 
the prophetic words of Jerome Lanze in 1807 
when Pope Pius VII solemnly declared that 
the entire Catholic Church throughout the 
world should honor and venerate Il Santo 
Moro, the Holy Negro Saint Benedict. To- 
day, in the United States thirteen churches 
and seven schools, orphanages and nurseries 
are dedicated to his honor, and committed to 
his protection. 


A very nice composition, Anita. And it 
was wonderful to learn from your letter that 
you are a convert to the Catholic Faith. Hope 
you are not too lonely for your old home 
town, Newark, N. J. Remember to say your 
rosary daily now as you used to do at home. 


St. Isaac Jogues 
by 
Thomas Evans, age 12 
824 Gwinnett Street 
Augusta, Ga. 


Among the Jesuits who came to New 
France was young Father‘Isaac Jogues. He 
was sent to Canada to work among the In- 
dians. He made his headquarters in Quebec 
just long enough to learn something about 
Indian customs and languages. Then Father 
Jogues set out for a Huron village. The 
priest made a hard trip of over nine hun- 
dred miles. He journeyed by canoe on the 
lakes and streams, and also over many 
weary miles of forest-trails on foot. A path 
over a wild unsettled region is called a trail. 

Father Jogues hoped to. be able to labor 
among the Iroquois. This tribe was not 
friendly. The doctor begged to go with him 
on the mission. The Iroquois captured Fa- 
ther Jogues and his friend. They killed the 
doctor. Father Jogues had to suffer great 
tortures from the Iroquois. Torture is great 
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suffering and pain inflicted by the enemy. 
Somehow, Father Jogues escaped and made 
his way to the English settlement at Albany. 
The settlers were very kind to the good 
Jesuit. They sent him to New Amsterdam 
(New: York today). Here he was able to 
get a passage on a small ship going to 
France. 

The missionary was the center of interest 
in France. People were eager to hear his 
story. The superior of Father Jogues was a 
good man, so Father Jogues fulfilled the re- 
quest for his story. People came from long 
distances to honor the great Jesuit. They 
were eager to kiss the hands that had been 
tortured. Even the Queen of France kissed 
the tortured hands. He tried to avoid the 
praises that were showered upon him. His 
one wish was that his superiors would per- 
mit him to return to New France. Accord- 
ingly, his superiors sent him back to his 
mission at Quebec. After two years Father 
Jogues was again captured by the unfriend- 
ly Iroquois, and this time died a martyr. On 
the spot where St. Isaac Jogues and several 
companions died now stands a shrine called 
the SHRINE OF THE NORTH AMERICAN 
MARTYRS. Our Holy Father canonized 
Father Jogues a saint. 

This is indeed a wonderful story, Thomas. 
Other boys and girls are welcome to join 
this Contest. 

* * * 


And now Father Cheer-Up must sign 
off till next month. Cheerio — and 
I’ll be watching the mails! Pray often 
for the success of the Negro Mission 
Work. And whisper a prayer for me. 


FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


THE WORK of the CATHOLIC 
CHURCH AMONG NEGROES 
(Continued from page 115) 


founded on racial prejudice. The 
Negroes themselves are asked to co- 
operate and to prepare themselves 
for careers which are now closed to 
them. A prudent and carefully 
planned, but determined war is made 
by the leaders in the movement 
against the policy of compulsory 
segregation, or “color bar.” This 
policy in itself is a grave derogation 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


to the Christian concept of the in- 
dividual’s inherent dignity. More- 
over, in our complex modern civili- 
zation with its social and political 
interdependence, it cannot exist with- 
out resulting in grave inequalities. 

Attempts are made to justify seg- 
regation by saying that it produces 
peace and harmony by keeping sep- 
arate people who would otherwise 
be in conflict. This ignores the fact 
that separation itself is a principal 
cause of conflict, where such occurs, 
since it fosters those traits in both 
the majority and the minority group 
that lead to conflict. | 

So deep and so universal among 
the American Negroes is the feeling 
on this point — once they emerge 
from a condition of primitive isola- 
and ignorance — that any thought 
of a wide, general conversion of the 
Negroes to the Catholic Church is 
an illusion until and unless the at- 
titude of American Catholics — 
clergy and laity — is completely 
purified of approval of the segrega- 
tion policy or of the many depriva- 
tions of educational opportunity, of 
fair employment, and of decent 
housing that arise as a result of it. 
Where in recent times several great 
American prelates have taken a 
strong and uncompromising public 
stand on this issue, their action has 
immediately made a vast impression 
upon the Negro people, through 
their press and their national organ- 
izations. Their action, too, has been 
welcomed to an unexpected degree 
by the white Catholic people them- 
selves, who at heart as a rule are not 
prejudiced, but are waiting for clear 
directives in a matter where much 
confusion has prevailed. 


(To be continued in the next issue) 


LET 
BLESSED MARTIN 


walk the earth 
AGAIN! 


A FULL BURSE, OR SCHOLAR- 
SHIP, IN THE NAME OF THIS 
HOLY MAN, WILL ENABLE US 
TO TRAIN A STUDENT FOR 
THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD. 


ad 


We should have a complete scholar- 
ship in honor of Blessed Martin de 
Porres, for he was imbued with a deep 


love for God and an intense desire for 

the spread of God’s kingdom on this 

earth. With a Burse in his name, we can 

send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 

of God, to preach the love of Christ to all men. This Burse stands now at 

$2,313.86. We wish to complete it at $5,000. CAN YOU, OUT OF DE- 
VOTION TO BLESSED MARTIN, HELP US? 
Any amount, large or small, will be appreciated. 

We have other incomplete burses in honor of St. Joseph, St. Matthias, St. 

Jude, St. Elizabeth, the Sorrowful Mother, the Holy Ghost, St. Martha and 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat. ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISss. 


Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


@ If you have good health 
@ If, out of love for God, you desire to consecrate your life 
to Him as a Religious — THEN 


Write today for further information to the 


REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


suffering and pain inflicted by the enemy. 
Somehow, Father Jogues escaped and made 
his way to the English settlement at Albany. 
The settlers were very kind to the good 
Jesuit. They sent him to New Amsterdam 
(New York today). Here he was able to 
get a passage on a small ship going to 
France. 

The missionary was the center of interest 
in France. People were eager to hear his 
story. The superior of Father Jogues was a 
good man, so Father Jogues fulfilled the re- 
quest for his story. People came from long 
distances to honor the great Jesuit. They 
were eager to kiss the hands that had been 
tortured. Even the Queen of France kissed 
the tortured hands. He tried to avoid the 
praises that were showered upon him. His 
one wish was that his superiors would per- 
mit him to return to New France. Accord- 
ingly, his superiors sent him back to his 
mission at Quebec. After two years Father 
Jogues was again captured by the unfriend- 
ly Iroquois, and this time died a martyr. On 
the spot where St. Isaac Jogues and several 
companions died now stands a shrine called 
the SHRINE OF THE NORTH AMERICAN 
MARTYRS. Our Holy Father canonized 
Father Jogues a saint. 


Thomas. 
welcome to join 


This is indeed a wonderful story, 
Other boys and girls are 
this Contest. 

* * * 


nd now Father Cheer-Up must sign 


otf till next month. Cheerio — and 
I'll be watching the mails! Pray often 
for the success of the Negro Mission 
Work. And whisper a prayer for me. 
FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 
THE WORK of the CATHOLIC 
CHURCH AMONG NEGROES 
(Continued from page 115) 


founded on racial prejudice. The 
Negroes themselves are asked to co- 
operate and to prepare themselves 
for careers which are now closed to 
them. <A prudent and carefully 
planned, but determined war is made 


by the leaders in the movement 
against the policy of compulsory 


ac. 


This 


policy in itself is a grave derogation 


segregation, or “color bar.’ 
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to the Christian concept of the in- 
dividual’s inherent dignity. More- 
over, in our complex modern civili- 
zation with its social and political 
interdependence, it cannot exist with- 
out resulting in grave inequalities. 

Attempts are made to justify seg- 
regation by saying that it produces 
peace and harmony by keeping sep- 
arate people who would otherwise 
be in conflict. This ignores the fact 
that separation itself is a principal 
cause of conflict, where such occurs, 
since it fosters those traits in both 
the majority and the minority group 
that lead to conflict. 

So deep and so universal among 
the American Negroes is the feeling 
on this point — once they emerge 
from a condition of primitive isola- 
and ignorance that any thought 
of a wide, general conversion of the 
Negroes to the Catholic Church is 
an illusion until and unless the at- 
titude of American Catholics — 
clergy and laity — is completely 
purified of approval of the segrega- 
tion policy or of the many depriva- 
tions of educational opportunity, of 
fair employment, and of decent 
housing that arise as a result of it. 
Where in recent times several great 
American prelates have taken a 
strong and uncompromising public 
stand on this issue, their action has 
immediately made a vast impression 
upon the Negro people, through 
their press and their national organ- 
izations. Their action, too, has been 
welcomed to an unexpected degree 
by the white Catholic people them- 
selves, who at heart as a rule are not 
prejudiced, but are waiting for clear 
directives in a matter where much 
confusion has prevailed. 


(To be continued in the next issue) 


LET 
BLESSED MARTIN 


walk the earth 
AGAIN! 


A FULL BURSE, OR SCHOLAR 
SHIP, IN THE NAME OF THIS 
HOLY MAN, WILL ENABLE US 
TO TRAIN A STUDENT FOR 
THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD 


a 


We should have a complete scholar 
ship in honor of Blessed Martin de 
Porres. for he was imbued with a deep 
love for God and an intense desire for 
the spread of God's kingdom on this 
earth. With a Burse in his name, we can 
send forth young men, filled with his charity and zeal, fortified with his love 
of God, to preach the love of Christ to all men. This Burse stands now at 
$2,313.86. We wish to complete it at $5,000. CAN YOU, OUT OF DE 
VOTION TO BLESSED MARTIN, HELP US? 

Any amount, large or small, will be appreciated. 

We have other incomplete burses in honor of St. Joseph, St. Matthias, St. 
Jude, St. Elizabeth, the Sorrowful Mother, the Holy Ghost, St. Martha and 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat. ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


@ If you have good health 
@ If, out of love for God, you desire to consecrate your life 
to Him as a Religious — THEN 


Write today for further information to the 
REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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SIXTH ANNUAL 


AT ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
EVERYBODY WELCOME! 


A Spiritual Retreat is a grand opportunity to withdraw from business worries, family cares 
and worldly distractions for a few days in order to better strengthen your soul for a suc- 
cessful fight against the world, the flesh and the devil. 

At the Seminary you will have 


@ Religious environment and full participation in the Community devotions 
@ A beautiful park that invites quiet prayer and meditation 

@ Priests available at all times for private consultation 

@ Seminarians who will attend to the individual needs of the retreatants 
@ Wholesome meals prepared by our Missionary Brothers 


THIS YEAR YOU HAVE A CHOICE OF FOUR RETREATS: 


1. JUNE 16, 17, 18 3; DULY: 7-8; 9 
2. JUNE 23, 24, 25 4. JULY 14, 15, 16 


Each retreat opens at 7:30 P.M. Friday, and closes at 4:00 P.M. Sunday. 

An offering of $5.00 covers the cost of meals and sleeping accommodations for the 3 days. 
To make a reservation write TODAY to: 

LAYMEN’S RETREAT LEAGUE, St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


Retreatants at one of last year’s Week-End Retreats 
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